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And a great time was had by all
Happy group at the Ferndale Banquet Hall for District 17’s Spring luncheon.
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The Bulletin Board is published twice 
yearly for District 17 members of RTO/
ERO, providing membership news and 
content on topics of interest to the 
retired education community. The views 
expressed are those of the authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the official 
position of RTO/ERO District 17.

Website: district17.rto-ero.org

Editor Peggy Gemmell 
Contact peggygemmell@sympatico.ca

Editor in Training Margaretta Naray

Once again the RTO/ERO Dis-
trict 17 Spring AGM and Luncheon 
was a great success. Good food, 
good people and a comfortable lo-
cation, it’s a winning formulae every 
time.

After a period of renewing ac-
quaintances and sharing over punch 
and coffee, President Marg Holroyd 
called us to order and extended 
a welcome to all. Marg explained 
RTO/ERO’s photo policy, remind-
ing members who did not want their 
picture taken for The Bulletin Board 
and/or have their name appear with 
the photo to let the photographer 
know.

Gail Croll then led us in the sing-
ing of our national anthem, which, 
unlike a certain performer at the 
baseball All-Star game, we knew 
the correct version! And you know 
what? As a group, retired educators 
sing really well.

Mary Lou Meiers and Henry 

Gabriels presented the Secretary’s 
and Treasurer’s reports which were 
accepted and approved by the mem-
bers present.

Marg Holroyd introduced guest 
speaker Judy Bowden. This is 
Judy’s first year as a member of 
the Provincial Executive. She high-
lighted the key goals of the Provin-
cial Executive for the coming year. 
They include: improving services, 
transparency, enhanced member-
ship engagement, a Strategic action 
plan, and a risk management plan.
The Strategic Plan includes a 2018 
50th celebration of RTO/ERO with 
a committee struck to plan the year 
long celebration. Judy shared that 
with approximately 73,000 mem bers, 
and 22 paid staff, we are the largest 
Canadian membership plan (our in-
surance plan, which includes spous-
es, has over 90,000 members!) and 
RTO/ERO will continue to strive to 
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DISTRICT 17

Message from the President
New members!

A friend, who is still working, commented recent-
ly, “It must be great to be retired and have all that 
time on your hands with nothing to do!” Boy are they 
in for a surprise. Seniors, although the term Zoom-
ers does seem a better fit, are busier than ever, and 
RTO/ERO members in particular seem to be living 
especially active lives. There must be something to 
it because it seems that we are not only continuing 
to be active, but we are also living longer. There are 
currently seven ‘centenarians’ in District 17 including 
one who is 109!

Our local units offer numerous opportunities to 
stay active and engaged, with offerings that include; bicycling adventures, 
studio tours, financial seminars, pot luck’s, community volunteer projects, 
curling bonspiels, and day trips, to name just a few. At a District level, un-
der leadership of Paul Healy, chair of our Travel Committee, there are a 
number of opportunities to get out and see the world. (See travel ads in this 
issue of Bulletin Board.) Paul would love to hear from members who have 
suggestions for places to visit, so please let him know your ideas. 

Keep in mind that even though an activity may be sponsored by a par-
ticular unit, they are open to all District 17 members, so consider spreading 
your wings and joining in some of these activities. Better still, if you know of 
an RTO/ERO member who has not been involved in our local/district ac-
tivities, invite them along! Even better still, if you know of a retired educator 
who is not a member of RTO/ERO, invite them along so they can see for 

Glenn Conduit

Guest Speaker: Jim Grieve
RTO/ERO Executive Director

Unit 1 Simcoe Centre
Beverley Archer
Barbara Columbus
Karen Connolly
Kathryn Ann Downs Emms
Mary Lois Harris
Suzanne Jones
John Knapp
Robert Francis Kokron
Lenore Kutka
Rory Laffan
Deborah McCormick
Heather McFadyen
Ann McGee
Tina Muldoon
Wayne G Nelissen
Lise Roubos
June St Pierre
Susan Ste Croix
Charlotte Swift
Maureen Teffer
John Wassmer
Debra White
Lynda Arnio
Carolyn Austin
Elizabeth Clark
Richard Cribbs
Greg Elliott
Anna P Godward
Unit 2 Simcoe North
M B Cathy Baker-Courts
Kimberley Campbell
Constane Howell
Andrea Hurlbut
Kelly Kowalchuk
Julie Marchand
Marshall Rowe
John Sheepway
Daniel Williams
David DiGenova
Sabine Orchard
Catherine Bohdanowicz
Unit 3 Simcoe South
Irene Furze
Sheila Garriock
Christine Parulski
Kimberly Scuglia
Heather Walsh
Michael Yorke
Orphie L Marcellus
Denis Mayer
Joan McDevitt
Krysia Marysia Piorczynski
Gregory Barge
Unit 4 Simcoe West
Laurie Bell
Carolyn Cook
Kathryn Doey
M Diane Longman
Suzanne Morrison
Linda Prociw
Jane Sandell
Peggy Sturch
D Lawrence Lamarche
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District 17 Executive
2016 to 2017

themselves why membership is in their best interest.
There are currently approximately 2,535 members 

in our District, and currently only a small percentage 
of these folks participate in Unit or District activities. 
Understanding that retired educators, as noted above, 
are living busy and active lives, it would be great if we 
could attract more of our members to participate in our 
activities. If you are someone who has not been in-
volved, please consider attending and let us know how 
we can provide opportunities to meet you interests. I 
can guarantee that at both the Unit and District level, 
your involvement, thoughts and ideas will be welcome.

I would like to thank Marg Holroyd, our past presi-
dent, for her outstanding leadership and guidance over 
the past year. Her commitment and involvement set a 
very high standard and our district and provincial or-
ganizations are better because of her work. As well, 
kudos go out to all of those who stepped forward to 
accept a position at the Unit, District and Provincial lev-
el. It is because of these individuals that District 17 is 
recognized as one of the most effective and influential 
districts in RTO/ERO. 

We are all thankful for our top ranked Health and 
Insurance Plans as well as the Foundation and the 
leadership and representation that RTO/ERO provides 
at the provincial and federal level. But none of this 
would be possible without the time and effort of dedi-
cated individuals. 

We own our Health Plan, which is a great strength 
and advantage, but it is also a responsibility and we 
are fortunate to have so many individuals who are will-
ing to give of their time and expertise to keep our or-
ganization strong and effective.

Which is a great segue to our Fall District Lunch-
eon, which will be held at the Ferndale Banquet Hall, 
24 Ferndale Industrial Drive, Barrie on September 29th. 
In addition to honouring our 2016 Recognition Award 
Recipients, our guest speaker will be Jim Grieve, our 
new Provincial Executive Director. Jim as well as be-
ing an outstanding executive director, is a mean drum-
mer, and has a wide range of experience in education 
at the school, district and provincial levels. He is an 
outstanding speaker and you will not want to miss his 
presentation. For details, please see the ad located in 
this Bulletin Board.

I would like to conclude with an invitation and a 
challenge. The invitation is to come out and get in-
volved in ‘your’ district and the challenge is, if we are 
not meeting your needs or interests, join us and help 
make us better.

Glenn Conduit, District 17 President.

Past President & Secretary
Marg Holroyd
209737 Hwy 26 Blue Mountains, 
ON, L9Y 0M8 705-445-6227
mhol@rogers.com

President
Glenn Conduit
252 Plymouth Trail, Newmarket, 
ON, LY36G7, 905-895-3645
gconduit@rogers.com

1st Vice President
Janice Napp (Unit 2)
4874 Line 12 North, Coldwater,
ON, L0K 1E0,705-835-0094
janicenapp@gmail.com

2nd Vice President
Carole Allen
2 Bloxham Place, Barrie
L4N 9K3, 705-796-5176
c.allen313@gmail.com

Secretary
Marg Holroyd (See above)

Treasurer
Henry Gabriels
5868 9th Line, Egbert, 0n
L0L 1N0 705-458-4529
hgabriels@yahoo.com
Archivist
Lu LaFrance
4640 Line 5 N., R.R. #1 
 Hillsdale ON, L0L 1V0 
705-835-6063
RT/ERO Foundation
Janet Politi Berni
705-445-7712
jpolitiberni@bell.net
Goodwill
Gail Croll
47 Rodrium Rd., Wasaga Beach, 
ON L9Z 1R5, 705-429-2833
ronandgail@rogers.com
Health and Insurance
Roger Heath
32 Sunnidale Rd., Barrie, ON
L4N 1G7, 705-737-9620
rsheath@mcw.net
Membership Coordinator
Daisie Gregory
221 John St., Box 261, Stayner, 
ON, L0M1S0 705-428-2785
gregsta@rogers.com

Recruitment/RPW

Anne Marie Inglis
35 Robinson St., Collingwood, 
ON L9Y 3L8, 705-444-6428
anneing@lynx.org
Pension & Retirement  Concerns
Sharon Kitsemetry
278 Hurst Drive, Suite 112, 
 Barrie, ON, L4N 0Z3  
705-722-7126
sharonkit@hotmail.ca 
Political Advocacy
Andy Prokopich
Box 524, Alliston, ON,  
L9R 1V7 705-435-9237
an.prok@hotmail.com
Newsletter Editor
Peggy Gemmell
Apt. 709 - 65 Ellen St.
Barrie, ON, L4N 3A5
peggygemmell@sympatico.ca
Margaretta Naray
6138 4th Line, Alliston, ON 
L9R 1V4 705-434-0569
naraymargaretta@hotmail.com
Travel
Paul Healy,
5911 County Rd. 56, Egbert, 
ON, L0L 1N0 705-435-4951
pfhealy@yahoo.com 
Webmaster
Cathy Sirdevan
1238 Birchcliffe Cres. R.R.#4,
Orillia, ON L3V 6H4  
705-326-3768
cathy.sirdevan@gmail.com
Provincial Consitutioon 
Committee
Gail King
9072 County Rd 5, Mansfield
ON L0N 1M0 705-435-5873]
retiredteach@hotmail.com 
Unit 1 Contact
George Allen
177 Ritchie Crescent, Elmvale, 
ON, L0L 1P0 705-322-2076
george.allen@sympatico.ca
Unit 2 Contact
tbd
Unit 3 Contact
Paul Healy (See Travel above) 
Unit 4 Contact
Marg Holroyd (See above)
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In May 2016, 47 people enjoyed a won-
derful trip to New York City. The weather 
was fabulous and we even enjoyed a 
sail on the harbour in beautiful sunshine. 
Please view some pictures on the District 
17 website: district17.erorto.org

CIRQUE DU SOLEIL LUZIA:  
SEPTEMBER 8, 2016

On Thursday, September 8, 2016, I 
have organized a trip to see the perfor-
mance of Cirque du Soleil, Luzia, at 8:00 pm 
at the Port Lands in Toronto. The cost for the coach 
transportation plus the ticket for the performance is 
$110. Because I ordered 50 tickets, we received an 

excellent deal on the second level seats.
You may reserve your tickets by 

emailing or calling Paul Healy at (705) 
435-4951 or pfhealy@yahoo.com. Please 
see the adon this page for more details.

TRIP TO SOUTH AFRICA: FEBRUARY 19–
MARCH 6, 2017

I have also arranged for our District 
to take advantage of an organized trip to 
South Africa. This is taking place from Feb-

ruary 19 – March 6, 2017. Please see the flyer 
in this magazine and contact Paul Healy for more in-
formation. This must be booked as soon as possible. 

IRELAND, SCOTLAND & WALES -  
MAY 29–JUNE 3, 2017

Many members who travelled on the 
Ireland trip in 2015, requested we do an-
other trip with Brian Rice, owner of Rice 
Coach Company of Ireland. Brian told 
me he does a trip to Scotland, so I have 
worked with him to organize a Spring 
2017 trip to Ireland, Scotland & Wales. 
This 16 day, 15 night trip begins with a 
flight to Dublin on May 29, 2017 and con-
cludes with a flight home to Toronto from 
Edinburgh on June 13, 2017. Because of 
space, I have not included the daily itiner-
ary, however, I will send it to you upon re-
quest. Just send me an email at pfhealy@
yahoo.com or call me by telephone at (705) 
435-4951. Also more details are in the ad in 
this magazine. 

FUTURE TRIPS:
In June 2018, I hope to have a bus 

tour to Newfoundland. I have heard it is 
best to fly there and then board a bus for 
the tour. More information will be provided 
in future editions of The Bulletin Board. 
And by email to those who have travelled 
in our District 17 groups previously.

If you have an idea for a trip or wish 
to participate in a group tour to a specific 
location, please send me a message and 
I will gladly look into it. I do love to travel 
and holiday !!

Submitted by Paul Healy, Travel Coordinator

Exciting travel plans for District 17 members

Paul Healy

 
 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2016 @ 8 PM 
Cirque du Soleil Luzia 

Grand Chapiteau at Port Lands Toronto 
 

CONTACT : PAUL HEALY (705) 435-4951 
pfhealy@yahoo.com 

 
1 TICKET PLUS COACH TRANSPORTATION 
$110.00 PAYABLE TO: RTO DISTRICT 17 

(See the Travel Report for more information) 
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Unit 1 Executive 
2016-2017
Leadership Team - President - 
George Allen
177 Ritchie Crescent. Elmvale, ON 
L0L 1P0 705-322-2076
george.allen@sympatico.ca
Leadershiip Team - Events
Sue Jarson
32 Basswood Circle, RR 2, Shanty 
Bay, ON, L0L 1P0 705-719-6823
sandgjarson@rogers.com
Leadership Team
June Ballard
juneballard@sympatico.ca
Leadership Team 
Lynn McLean
705-722-6783
mcleanassociates@sympatico.ca
Past President - Neil Urquhart - Publicity
66 Lillian Cres., Barrie, ON, L4N 5H7
705-726-1516
patandneil@sympatico.ca
Phone Contacts - Beth Fanson - 
310 - 7 Vancouver Street, Barrie, 
ON, L4M 4M1 705-737-9701
bethf1234@gmail.com
Secretary - Betty MacMillan 
205 - 39 Ferndale Drive S, Barrie, 
ON, L4N 5T5 705-737-9838
bettymacmillan@rogers.com
Communications - Doug Bailey
15 Murray Street, Barrie, ON, L4N 2X1 
705-722-8333 dhwbailey@yahoo.com
Treasurer - Ausma Ozolins
36 Jodies Lane, Midhurst, ON, L0L 1X1
705-722-8362 
Goodwill - Connie Gillespie
hcgillespie@bell.net
Directors 
Health and Insurance - Roger Heath 
32 Sunnidale Road, Barrie, ON, L0N 
1G7 705-737-9620
rsheath@mcw.net
Archives - Lu LaFrance
4640 Line 5 N, Hillsdale, ON, L0L 1V0 
705-835-6063
Members at Large
Kathy Dunn
705-728-0839
kdunn68@rogers.com
Krystyna Payette
705-737-1886
thepayette@sympatico.ca
‘

Unit 1
Report

Unit 1’s new Leadership Team with extraneous directors.
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Unit One gathered at the Fern-
dale Banquet Hall in Barrie for 
the Annual General Meeting and 
luncheon. There were 60 retired 
teachers in attendance for the 
Tuesday, May 3, meeting. 

District President, Marg Hol-
royd, brought greetings and up-

dated the membership on provin-
cial policies that will impact us in 
the future. 

Archivist, Lu LaFrance, used a 
historical quiz, with prizes, to call 
attention to the records that are be-
ing kept to honour the people and 
events that have defined Simcoe 
County RTO/ERO over the years. 
She welcomes newspaper clip-
pings, old photos, and artifacts 
woven into stories that keep our 
memories alive. Please consider a 
contribution that will help Lu tell the 
Simcoe County story. 

There has been a change 
in leadership style for Unit One 
based on the fact that people are 
not stepping forward to lead the 
group. The Slate of Officers, rati-
fied by those present, authorized a 

New ‘Leadership Team’ taking over

Roger Heath just back from England 
where he saw ‘his’ team Leicester 

City win football’s Premier League 
title at 5,000 to 1 odds! 

Unit 1 Fall Luncheon & Meeting
Thursday, October 20, 2016

10:30 Social - coffee/tea 11:00 Meeting
12:00 Roast beef with homemade pies and ice cream 
1:00 Elaine Charal, Certified Handwriting Analyst

at Elmvale Presbyterian Church
22 Queen St. East, Elmvale
Cost: $20.00
Mail a cheque to : Ausma Ozolins, 36 Jodie’s Lane,  
Midhurst, On LOL 1S1
Cheque payable to RTO/ERO Unit 17-1
received NO LATER than October 7, 2016

______________________________________
__

Elaine’s “Power of the 
Pen” will keep you 
laughing as you learn 
how to communicate 
more effectively with 
everyone in your life. 

Continued on page 18
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Unit 2
ReportUnit 2’s Springtime Adventures

Unit 2 Spring Meeting and Potluck – Wednes-
day, May 4th, 2016: Members and guests began to 
gather, bringing their delicious dishes to the Coldwater 
Curling Club. At noon, Patty Smith welcomed 29 RTO/
ERO members and guests to our Spring Meeting and 
Potluck. She explained the policy for permission to 
share general photos and recognized the photographer 
if anyone wished to be excluded from a photo. We sang 
O Canada and the 2015-2016 members of the Coor-
dinating Committee were introduced: Joan Banbury, 
Goodwill Lead and Treasurer; Helen Doyle; Renie Dry-
brough, Phone Captain for East (Orillia area); Marilyn 
Elliott, Member at Large; Andrea Millward, Goodwill 
(Coldwater/Midland area); Janice Napp, Unit 2 Rep. 
at District 17, Unit Communications and Emailer; Lor-
rie Smelko, Phone Captain – for West (Midland area); 
Patty Smith, Lead Phone Captain. 

Bounteous Buffet
The reflection was given by Helen Doyle, then 

attendees were invited to partake of the bounteous 
buffet. Following the delicious repast, chefs were 
thanked and all members were invited to help with 
the clean-up after the meeting.

The Business Meeting was conducted by Janice 
Napp. Marg Holroyd, District 17 President, was in-
troduced to members. Marg thanked Unit 2 for her 
invitation to the Pot Luck. She provided information 
regarding the web and also referred to The Bulletin 
Board for upcoming events. She explained that Pro-
vincial (Senate/Board) was dealing with legal issues 
involving our health plan and investments which re-
quire restructuring. An Ad Hoc committee of which 
Marg is a member, was formed to investigate the 
legal and financial issues. It will be requesting input 
from RTO/ERO members (may be a two to four year 

process).
Marg also in-

formed us of District 
17 news including: 
the 2015-16 review 
of the constitu-
tion; positions  that 
were open for the 
May 2016 District 
17 elections; and 
2018 is the 50th 
Anniversary of the 

formation of RTO/ERO – ideas for District 17 celebra-
tions are needed (eg. planting trees, etc.).

Following Marg’s information, Daisie Gregory, 
in Roger Heath’s absence, brought the group up to 
date on health/insurance issues. Janice Napp gave 
regrets from District 17 Travel Rep. Paul Healy and 
listed the upcoming trips. Look at the articles in this 
Bulletin Board for the most current health news and 
travel adventures for our members. 

Installation of Officers
Next, the Installation of Officers was conducted 

by Marg Holroyd. The 2015-2016 Coordinating Com-
mittee all allowed their names to stand for the 2016 
-2017 year. No nominations from the floor were re-
ceived, however, the Coordinating Committee always 
welcomes new volunteers to its group. Please con-
tact Janice if you would like to become a part of this 
group of organizers. We share the load and support 
each other so no task becomes too much.

A meaningful In Memoriam was conducted by 
Joan Banbury and Andrea Millward. Seventeen 
deaths from the Orillia area and eleven deaths from 
the Coldwater/Midland area were recalled when 
 Andrea read an appropriate poem to remember our 
colleagues. The round table represented the circle of 
life and the empty chair and candle showed that their 
light will continue to shine.

 Installation of Coordinating Committee - from left 
Andrea Millward, Janice Napp, Patty Smith, Helen 
Doyle, Joan Banbury with Marg Holroyd, District 
17 President officiating (Absent from photo: Renie 

Drybrough, Marilyn Elliott and Lorrie Smelko)

Continued on page 17

The Co-ordinating Committee 
for Unit 2 • 2016-2017

Joan Banbury 705-487-2108
Helen Doyle 705-325-3876
Renie Drybrough 705-325-9499
Marilyn Elliott 705-325-8325
Andrea Millward 705-534-4582
Janice Napp 705-835-0094
Lorrie Smelko 705-322-3037
Patty Smith 705-689-3404
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Unit 3 members were entertained 
by a trio of amazing musical talent

Unit 3 Executive 
2016-2017

Unit 3
Report

Continued on page 21

Treasurer
Henry Gabriels
5868 9th Line
Egbert, ON
L0L 1N0
705- 458-4529
hgabriels@yahoo.com
Secretary
Cathy Eichhorn
647 Simcoe Rd.
Bradford, ON
L3Z 2A6
905 775 6348
catheich@hotmail.com
Goodwill
Nancy Horsburgh
8187 Main St.
Everett, ON
L0M 1J0
705-435-5115
nancyjhorsburgh@bell.net
Zelia Gaspar (Goodwill 
Bradford)
zeliagaspar@hotmail.com
Membership/Telephone 
Committee 
Open
Members at Large
Paul Healy (District 17 Rep)
5911 County Rd. 56
Egbert, ON
L0L 1N0
705 435 4951
pfhealy@yahoo.com
Gail King
9072 County Rd. 5
Mansfield ON L0N 1M0
705-435-5873
retiredteach1@hotmail.com
Andy Prokopich
Box 524 Alliston, ON
L9R 1V7
705-435-9237
an.prok@hotmail.com
John Gilbert
4 Hamilton St.
Cookstown, ON
L0L 1L0
705-458-9095
johngilbert901@gmail.com

Georgia Evans, Olivia Cacchiola and John 
Dodington entertaining.

Unit 3 held their Spring 
General Meeting and Lunch-
eon at St. Paul’s Catholic 
Parish Hall in Alliston on May 
3, 2016. There were seventy 
seven members and guests 
in attendance on that beauti-
ful sunny spring day.

Henry Gabriels welcomed 
everyone and introduced Unit 
3 Committee members and 
our guests seated at the head 
table. Nancy Ward spoke to 
us about the importance of 
Education as we celebrated 
Education Week in Ontario.

Nancy Horsburgh, our 
Unit Goodwill rep, was sad-
dened to announce that we 
had lost five members since 
our Fall 2015 General Meet-
ing in October. Nancy read 
‘An Irish Blessing’ and we 
observed a moment’s silence in 
their memory.

Brief Business Meeting

A short business meeting fol-
lowed with reports from the Secre-
tary, Treasurer, Goodwill Rep and 
Membership and Telephone Rep. 
Members were surprised and disap-
pointed to hear Dorothy Cauthers, 
our charismatic Membership and 
Telephone Rep, announce that she 
would be retiring from her position. 
Dorothy has served in several po-
sitions at both the District and Unit 
level over the years since her retire-
ment in 1985.

Janice Napp, District 1st Vice 
President, brought greeting from the 
District on behalf of President, Marg 
Holroyd, who was busy performing 
her duties at another Unit meeting. 
Janice reminded us that RTO/ERO 
will be celebrating their 50th Anniver-

sary in 2017. If you have any ideas how 
to celebrate this occasion let your local 
Executive know.

Daisie Gregory stood in for Roger 
Heath, our District Health Insurance Rep, 
and brought us up to date on health issues. 
Daisie distributed copies of Roger’s Health 
Report and also reminded members to 
save the Health Matters inserts that come 
with our copy of The Renaissance.

Members enjoyed a delicious ham 
and scalloped potato lunch catered by 
D & M Catering. The luncheon was fol-
lowed by our fantastic and talented musi-
cal guest entertainers. Nancy Horsburgh 
introduced John Dodington, a local resi-
dent and talented Choir Master, Profes-
sional Opera Singer, Voice Instructor 
and Actor and his two gifted students, 
 Georgia Evans and Olivia Cacchiola.

John gave us a brief outline of his 
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Our dedicated road cleanup team keeping ‘Clearview’ beautiful.

Unit 4
Report

Unit 4 ‘Springs into Action’

Continued on page 13

Past President and Archivist
Janet Politi Berni
jpolitiberni@bell.net
705-445-7712 
President
Marg Holroyd
mhol@rogers.com
705-445-6227
Vice-President
Sue Thompson
family.thompson@sympatico.ca 
705-429-5181
Treasurer
Anne Marie Inglis 
anneing@lynx.org
705-444-6428
Secretary
Nancy Tully-Peever 
ntpeever@gmail.com
705-429-5817
Goodwill
Carol Day Rice
cwrice@rogers.com
705-428-3334
Health and Insurance
Daisie Gregory
gregsta@rogers.com
705-428-2785
Membership & Communication
Shirley Lockwood 
bob_shirley@rogers.com
705-428-3928
Social and Recreation
Dawn Jackson
spenex@sympatioc.ca
705-444-1554
Director (Social)
Robyn Bach
robin.bach@sympatico.ca
705-445-9760
Director (Social)
Carolyn Campbell-Sheen 
crcs200@gmail.com 
705-445-8791
Director (Social)
Jan Bennett
jank.bennett1@gmail.com
705-816-1955
Director 
Leslie McKay
cmckay11@rogers.com
705-429-2775
Director 
Sharon Stewart
stewartsharon@rogers.com
705-445-6619

Unit 4 Executive 
2016-2017

Unit 4 has flown through the spring 
with a unique bouquet of social ac-
tivities. Each month kicked off with 
a coffee break, as usual, on the first 
Tuesday of the month. April included 
a Creemore Brewery Tour with some 
enjoying lunch at Creemore Kitchen, 
after the tour.

A dedicated group of volunteers 
gave up time to do the Spring Road 
Clean Up on Fairgrounds Road in May. 
Thank you to Hazel Gilchrist Parrish for 
organizing these amazing individuals. 

On May 9th, The Spring Meeting 
and Luncheon was held at the Colling-
wood Trinity United Church. Guests 
enjoyed delicious salad, ham and 
scalloped potatoes, plus an array of 
desserts prepared by the ladies of the 
church. 

The new executive for 2016-2017 
was installed, including Janet Politi 
Berni (Past President and Archivist), 
Marg Holroyd (President), Sue Thomp-
son (Vice-President), Anne Marie 

Fun and friendship at Unit 4 Spring Luncheon, Trinity United Church, Collingwood
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Unit 4 Executive 
2016-2017

Health Services, Insurance Report, Fall 2016
In late May, Daisie Gregory and I attended 

the annual workshop for Health Representa-
tives. The program included an address by 
the RTO/ERO Chair in Geriatric Medicine to-
gether with plan updates and presentations 
on claim submissions, Eldercare Select and 
Best Doctors.
Optimizing the Health of Older Canadians:

The workshop opened with guest speak-
er, Dr. Paula Rochon, Professor of Geriatric 
Medicine in the Deptartment of Medicine at 
University of Toronto, Vice President of Re-
search at Women’s College Hospital and inaugural 
RTO/ERO Chair in Geriatric Medicine at the Univer-
sity of Toronto. 

Dr. Rochon’s stated goal is “to optimize the health 
of older Canadians.” She noted that almost all older 
adults take at least one medication. Unfortunately, 
some medications, or interaction between multiple 
medications, can lead to side effects, most of which 
are preventable. Dr. Rochon referenced a Prescrib-
ing Cascade, where an adverse drug reaction may be 
misinterpreted as a new medical condition for which 
another drug is prescribed, possibly with further ad-
verse reactions; hence the use of the term “cascade”. 
Some reactions, such as Parkinsonism, may take 
weeks to develop, unlike allergic reactions such as 
rashes which develop quickly and are easily recog-
nized as drug-related. Adverse drug reactions are 
one of the most serious consequences of inappropri-
ate prescribing. Similar situations can also occur with 
over-the-counter medications.

Dr Rochon referenced the extensive information 
available to researchers through the ICES Data Reposi-
tory which encompasses much of the publicly funded 
administrative health records for Ontario since 1986. 
Currently, the repository includes health records of ap-
proximately 14 million Ontarians, of which 1.8 million are 
65+. Dr. Rochon observed that over 100 Ontarians are 
over 100 years of age and for every centenarian, there 
are 120 in the 85 to 99 years age range. She closed with 
“Everyone is aging … not just the elderly!”
Claim Submission:

We were reminded that claims may be submit-
ted to Johnsons electronically (by pharmacy, dentist, 
etc.) or manually by the member. Although members 
may submit manual claims via mail, they are encour-
aged to submit online, via Johnson’s members-only 

website ... far quicker … and cheaper! To 
use this, you scan your receipt then submit 
as either a PDF or JPG file. (FYI: in John-
son’s parlance, all claims submitted by the 
member, whether by mail or on-line, are 
considered ‘manual’ submissions). If you 
have a problem with your password for on-
line submission, phone 1-877-406-9007 or 
1-800-638-4753 or e-mail mopassword@
johnson.ca.

Should your claim prove to be com-
plex, the claims representative may refer 

your file to Johnson’s Complex Claims Unit (CCU) 
which provides an ‘all-in-one’, personalized service 
to those that require it. Should CCU be involved, you 
will be asked to complete a form authorizing John-
sons to obtain information directly from the physician. 
Although referral is generally initiated by the claims 
representative handling your initial claim(s), general 
enquiries of a complex nature may be submitted to 
PBClaimsOntario@johnson.ca.
Best Doctors:

Established at Harvard in 1989, Best Doctors has 
been available in Canada since 1998 and currently 
provides support for five million Canadians.

The presenter referenced statistics that show 10-
15% of patients are misdiagnosed. In the field of on-
cology, one third of subsequent diagnoses differ from 
the initial diagnosis and 50% of these revised diagno-
ses result in major changes in therapy or prognosis.

The reasons for contacting Best Doctors are var-
ied. Some may feel they are simply “lost in the sys-
tem”, others may be concerned regarding a possible 
misdiagnosis and others may be frustrated with a lack 
of progress with their current therapy.

When you make initial contact (1-877-419-2378 or 
customer.ca@bestdoctors.com), a member advocate 
will direct your enquiry to the appropriate service: Inter-
Consultation (expert second opinion review), FindBest-
Doc (finding a specialist in Canada), FindBestCare 
(finding a specialist outside of Canada) or Best Doc-
tors 360 (to access information, tools and resources). 
A qualified nurse will take you through the process 
and respond to subsequent enquiries.

Best Doctors has a world-wide database of over 
53,000 doctors with almost 500 specialists. Where 
possible, you will be provided with details (including 

Continued on page 15

Roger Heath



Page 10 • The Bulletin Board • FALL 2016

Pension and Retirement 
Concerns Report

Sharon Kitsemetry 

Fall 2016
I hope everyone enjoyed a 

safe and relaxing summer!
By now, I trust you have 

read the many helpful articles 
in the Summer edition of the 
Renaissance.

I would draw your attention 
to “Health Matters” where we 
learned  “How to make emer-
gency claims” and “Under-
standing generic drugs”.

Congratulations to Marg Warnica from Unit 1 
who answered the call for “an article from a mem-
ber who is over 80, had a great career in education 
and still living life to the fullest”.  Mary-Jane Jones 
from Unit 4 was featured in the Spring edition of 
Renaissance which highlighted seniors involved in 
various sports.  

Submitted by Sharon Kitsemetry

Range of activities over District 17 Cont. from page 1

communicate with members to ensure we maintain the 
plan’s integrity and high quality.

Our ‘Esteemed’ Archivist, Lu LaFrance directed the 
membership’s attention to the back table that displayed 
binders of archival information and invited them to review 
the material. Lu has found, little surprise here, that ‘bribery’, 
or should we say ‘rewards’ are an effective way to encour-
age members to visit the archives.

Committee Chairs delivered their reports updating the 
membership with the latest information regarding what is 
happening at the Provincial level, as well as applicable lo-
cal developments. Highlights included; Gail Croll (Good-
will) who reported that Joan Banbury was honoured with 
the June Callwood Award for Outstanding Voluntarism 
on April 14, 2016.  The following day, she was chosen as 
the Oro-Medonte Citizen of the Year. We are all proud of 
Joan’s accomplishmentsas a fellow educator and RTO/
ERO member. Janet Politi Berni (Foundation) shared that 
Daisie Gregory, of whom we are also extremely proud, 
has dedicated her Distinguished Service Award to the 
Foundation as the charity of her choice.

The Unit Representatives shared the details of the 

many activities that are taking place throughout the 
District. Please remember that Unit events are open 
to any and all District 17 members, regardless of their 
geographic location, and that if you hear of an activity 
taking place in a Unit other than your own in which you 
would like to participate, give them a call. They’ll be glad 
to welcome you.

Gail King reviewed in detail the changes in the Draft 
District 17 Constitution and thanked the committee for 
their due diligence in making the necessary changes and 
revisions. Gail then moved adoption of these changes, 
which was seconded by Janice Napp, and subsequently 
approved by the membership.

Following a Toast to the Queen and a Toast to 
Canada led by Henry Gabriels, Janice Napp led us in 
thanks followed by a moment of reflection. We were 
then treated to a sumptuous feast that included chicken 
parmesan, oven browned potatoes, veggies and salads 
followed by a plethora of desserts. 

Gail King made the last call for nominations for the 
executive offices. Election of 2016-2017 District 17 execu-
tive officers was by acclimation and the installation of the 
District 17 Executive Committee for 2016-2017 was con-
ducted by Judy Bowden, Provincial representative of RTO/
ERO.A complete list of the 2016-17 executive can be found 
elsewhere in The Bulletin Board. 

Outgoing President Marg Holroyd presented incoming 
President Glenn Conduit with the RTO/ERO President’s 
pin. Glenn thanked Marg for her outstanding year as Presi-
dent as well as the past executive, and pledged his best 
efforts to continue to serve the District.

Submitted by Glenn Conduit, President.

Now Past President Marg Holdroyd presenting the 
President’s pin to new President Glenn Conduit.
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Unit 2’s Joan Banbury double awarded 

RTO District 17 Ireland-Scotland-Wales 

May 29 – June 13, 2017 
 

16 days/15 nights from $3629.00 + airfare* 

Includes: 

 Deluxe motor coach transportation throughout 

 14 nights hotel accommodation in Ireland, Scotland& Wales with private 
facilities- Breakfast and dinner daily  

 Guided sightseeing tours in Dublin, Cardiff, Glasgow, and Edinburgh 

 Admissions to attractions, including but not limited to, Waterford Crystal, 
Cliffs of Moher, Kilbeggen Distillery, Guinness Storehouse, Wedgewood 
Pottery and a cruise on Loch Ness, and others 

 Dinner and show 1 night*  

 Airfare will be finalized once the group is confirmed but will be  
approximately $1000.00 CAD based on current fares. 

For Daily Itinerary, please  CONTACT PAUL HEALY (705) 435-4951  
OR pfhealy@yahoo.com 

Hawkestone Women’s 
In sti tute (of which she has 
been a member since 1971) 
announced that Joan Ban-
bury was the honoured re-
cipient of the June Callwood 
Outstanding Achievement 
Award for her dedication to 
volunteerism.  This prestig-
ious award is presented to 
only 11 Ontario residents.  

Joan hosts meetings and 
opens her kitchen to cater 
for funerals, anniversaries 
and other special occasions.  
She was instrumental in or-
ganizing the making of care 
bags for Green Haven, a 
women’s shelter in Orillia.  
These cloth bags are filled 
with pyjamas, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, small blankets, 
story books, stuffed animals 
and much more for children 
who arrive at the shelter with 
nothing but the clothes on 
their backs. 

Last year Joan applied 
for and received a $750 
grant from RTO/ERO to help 
fund this Women’s Institute 
project.

More recently it was an-
nounced that Joan will re-
ceive the Oro-Medonte Citi-
zen of the Year Award.  On 
behalf of the Oro Agricultural 
Society Joan is a judge at 
the Oro World’s Fair.  

She is also a member of 
the Oro-Medonte Horticul-
tural Society.  She and her 
husband, John, are captains 
in their area of the township 
searching for “Blooming 
Good Gardens” to be recog-
nized each year.  In addition, 
she volunteers at garden 
tours and donates plants 

and flowers for their annual plant sale 
each year.

Joan is a member and Treasurer 
as well as the Goodwill rep for RTO/
ERO’s District 17, Unit 2and received 
its District 17 Rocognition Award in 
2015.

  As a retired teacher, she tutors 
students in her community who need 
special help.

Congratulations, Joan.



Page 12 • The Bulletin Board • FALL 2016

Observers Janice Napp and Henry Gabriels, Senators Glenn Conduit and Marg 
Holyrod with Gail King Constitution Committee member at Spring Senate.

Observers report, 90th Senate, Spring 2016
After having attended and 

participated at numerous an-
nual meetings of my associa-
tion while an active teacher, the 
RTO/ERO Senates have more 
of an AGM ‘lite’ feeling for me. 
Sure there’s the typical poli-
ticking and networking of such 
events but it is conducted at a 
much more relaxed pace and 
even the most raucous debate 
seems comparatively gentle. 
The delegates from District 
17 for this spring Senate were 
Marg Holroyd and Glenn Con-
duit, the official Senators and 
Janice Napp and myself, the 
Observers. It took place May 
17th and 18th at the usual lo-
cal of the Toronto Downtown 
Marriott, right across from To-
ronto city hall and, of course, attached to CF Eaton 
Centre (plug for the OTPP!). 

RFP motion on tap
From discussions at our inter-district pre-senate 

meeting, two topics were expected to dominate the 
proceedings. First, a motion that would require the 
RTO/ERO Health Services and Insurance Committee 
to put out an RFP (Request for Proposal) on the main 
aspects of the insurance plan every 3 years and sec-
ond, a change in the RTO/ERO governance structure 
under new requirements for not-for-profit organiza-
tions, such as the RTO/ERO insurance trust.

The first morning saw quite a difference from the 
usual Senate seating arrangement … all delegates 
were seated at round tables, official Senators and 
Observers together. Much more appealing than the 
standard arrangement of long rows at previous meet-
ings. A big thumbs up to this move! Proceedings began 
with a proposed change in regard to the first issue, in-
creasing the time frame for the RFP from three years 
to seven years. Discussion continued until broken by 
a presentation by Dr. Paula Rochon, inaugural Chair 
of Geriatric Medicine at the University of Toronto, en-
dowed by the RTO/ERO charitable foundation. After 
some background on why she ventured into this field 
of study and the opportunities she saw for research 
in the field, she introduced three research assistants 

working with her on various projects within our demo-
graphic. The assembly was most impressed by their 
obvious eagerness and intelligence. Some of their 
work will soon be published.

The morning session concluded with Jim Grieve 
(Executive Director) leading an interactive discussion 
session of RTO/ERO strategic plan. Such discussions 
will be ongoing. Keeping RTO/ERO relevant is vital to 
our continued existence. 

Governance and Risk Control
Governance and Risk Control were the buzz 

words for the Tuesday afternoon session. The gov-
ernance structure of RTO/ERO was modeled after the 
structure of certain of the active teacher associations, 
with the insurance trust more or less just a committee 
within that structure. While it may be a satisfactory po-
litical structure, it is not considered appropriate for a 
not-for-profit corporation, which is what our insurance 
trust is. Thus certain ways of doing things will have to 
change to bring them into line with new not-for-profit 
regulations coming into force at both the Federal and 
Provincial levels. We are only at the beginning of this 
change so stay tuned.

The afternoon closed with a brain-storming ses-
sion on ideas for celebrating RTO/ERO’s upcoming 
50th anniversary.

Continued on next page
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Inglis (Treasurer), Nancy Tully-Peever (Secretary), 
Carol Day Rice (Goodwill), Daisie Gregory (Health 
and Insurance), Shirley Lockwood (Membership and 
Communication), Dawn Jackson (Social), Robyn 
Bach (Social), Carolyn Campbell-Sheen (Social), Jan 
Bennett (Social), Leslie McKay (Director) and Sharon 
Stewart (Director). 

Catherine Brown entertained us with a wonderful 
medley of songs inspired by her travels.

June 1st became a voyage into the past with 

More activities from Unit 4 Continued from page 8

“Remember When”, musical entertainment by Norris 
Vines of “The Platters”. Approximately 75 people en-
joyed this wonderful afternoon at the Legion. Unfor-
tunately, the performance of Aladdin at King’s Wharf 
Theatre had to be cancelled due to lack of numbers.

Be sure to check your Mark Your Calendar 2016-
2017 for activities to enjoy this fall and winter, and at 
www.district17.rto-ero.org.

Submitted by Dawn Jackson, photos by Sharon Stewart.

The evening festivities included a somewhat formal dinner fol-
lowed by entertainment and dancing. Rumour has it that several of 
the District 17 delegates, names withheld to protect the innocent, lit up 
the floor the whole evening.

The Wednesday morning session returned to the Health Services 
and Insurance Committee report and the motion to require regular RFPs. 
The stated intent of the movers was to ensure that our plans are the best 
we can get while remaining as affordable as possible. The debate was 
effectively ended after the committee showed that its review processes 
over the past decade, while not formal RFP processes, produced similar 
results without the time and expense. The final session of the morning 
and the meeting was a ‘fireside’ chat with all the committee chairs, com-
plete with crackling fire ambiance. Too bad there were no marshmallows. 
Fall Senate is scheduled for mid-October.

Submitted by Henry Gabriels, photos via Janice Napp
RTO/ERO Executive Director Jim 
Grieve ‘getting down’ at Senate.

Left: Unit 4 was well represented at the curling bonspiel hosted 
by Unit 1 on November 18th, placing second overall.  Well 

done! Above: Nottawa Grade 2 students created Valentine cards 
our Members delivered to our Senior Retired Teachers.

 District 17 Spring Luncheon, May 27, 2016 in Barrie

Senate report continued
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WATCH FOR SIGN UP INFORMATION IN YOUR SCHOOL

MEAL INCLUDED 
Cost: $20 per person 
spouses / significant others  

are welcome 
$10 will be refunded upon 
 attendance at workshop

Simcoe County District 17  
Retired Teachers of Ontario

cordially invites you to our

RETIREMENT PLANNING WORKSHOP
For all employees in Education 

Thursday, November 10, 2016 
4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Holiday Inn, Churchill Meeting Rooms
20 Fairview Road, Barrie

Topics 
• Pension and Financial Concerns
• Health Benefits and Insurance

• Personal Considerations
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a short biography) of available specialists in your 
geographic area. Best Doctors is unable to refer you 
to the specialist of your choice; that referral must 
come through your family doctor, etc. Best Doctors 
does not provide a service for mental health condi-
tions and does not provide an opportunity to “jump 
the queue.” 
Eldercare Select:

Currently three million Canadians require home 
care but only 1.3 million receive publicly-funded as-
sistance. Eldercare Select, operated by First Health 
Care, a nurse-owned care service, provides support 
and advice for caregivers. Members covered under 
the RTO/ERO Extended Health plan who provide 
care for self, spouse or other “loved one” may access 

Health Report
Continued from page 9

the program at 1-888-327-1500. The initial phone 
call may be quite lengthy (between 20 minutes and 
1½ hours), allowing the nurse to gain a comprehen-
sive understanding of the issue(s).

Eldercare Select can provide assistance in a vari-
ety of areas such as accessing provincial and/or fed-
eral benefits, identifying resources such as community 
organizations, providing transition advocacy and home 
care procurement, in addition to advising on general 
issues concerning seniors, such as safety and well-
being. For those covered under RTO/ERO Extended 
Health there is no cost for most of these services but 
additional expense may be incurred for some.

If you have questions regarding RTO/ERO Health 
Plans, please leave a phone message at (705)737-
9620 or send an e-mail to rsheath@mcw.net (put RTO/
ERO in the subject line).

Submittted by Roger Heath,  
District 17 Health Representative

In March President Martin Higgs provided the 
Political Advocacy Committee (PAC) with the following 
highlights on behalf of the Provincial Executive:

* RTO/ERO’s 50th Anniversary (2018)
* Ad Hoc Committee on governance
* Communications Audit
* Customer Relationship Management (CRM) Project
* “Patients First” - Ministry of Health and Long Term 

Care document
* Code of Conduct
* Ministry of Education Initiative on Education Lit-

eracy Program for Syrian Refugees.
The political advocacy strategic goals for 2016 

was also a subject of discussion at the March meet-
ing. Following a discussion led by Executive Direc-
tor Jim Grieve, the Committee identified PATIENTS 
FIRST CONCEPT and AGE FRIENDLY CITIES as 
the foci of its strategic goals for this year. It was felt 
that these issues fit very well with RTO/ERO Strate-
gic Plan 2020.

Other items discussed at the March meeting 
were: the tri-fold pamphlet on RTO/ERO, continuing 
to make coursework on geriatrics/gerontology more 
prominent in in medical education, Elder Abuse On-
tario and monitoring auto insurance.

Furthermore, Ontario is helping more schools 
become Community Hubs with the government 
investing nearly $90 million to expand child care and 

child and family support programs in schools and 
create spaces in schools for community use. 

In May, the Health Information Protection Act 
(HIPA) passed third reading in the Ontario legislature. 
The Act introduces new measures that put patients 
first by improving privacy, accountability, and trans-
parency in the health care system.  HIPA ensures 
that Ontario maintains its position as a leader in health 
information and privacy protection.

As part of the 2016 Budget, Ontario is investing 
an addition $75 million over three years to provide 
patients with more options and access to community 
based palliative and end-of-life care. Initially, Ontario 
is increasing investments in hospice services across 
the province by $13.9 million over three years.

Also, the British Columbia Civil Liberties Asso-
ciation is leading the legal fight against Canada’s 
physician assisted dying law because Bill C-14 
requires that a doctor’s help can only be given if 
death is reasonably foreseeable and the patient is 
an advanced state of irreversible decline.

Finally, Ontario school boards will receive $1.1 
billion more funds over the next two years to fix 
roofs, window, boilers and upgrade aging schools in 
Toronto.

Submitted by Andy Prokopich,  
District 17 Political Advocacy Rep.

Political Advocacy Report - Fall 2016
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Effective May 2nd , Joanne Murphy, 
District 33, was welcomed as the newly 
elected Foundation President. Many 
thanks were extended to the Foundation’s 
inaugural president, Valerie Mah, who will 
continue as a director on the Foundation 
board.

RTO/ERO Chair in Geriatric Medicine 
The first research findings under the 

RTO/ERO Chair in Geriatric Medicine, 
Dr. Paula Rochon, were published ear-
lier this year in the prestigious Journal 
of the American Geriatric Society and 
were also referenced in a Globe & Mail 
article in which Dr. Rochon is quoted. 
Hopefully, members have been reading about Dr. 
Rochon’s work in Renaissance magazine, in the 
Liaison newsletter, and on the provincial website.

Vision and Focus
Following intensive consultation, discussion and 

deliberation over the last few months, including an 
Aging/Granting Think Tank session with input from 
21 community thought leaders, the DFR survey 
results, and an all-day planning session with the 
Foundation Board of Directors, a new strategic focus 
has been established for the Foundation. The Board 
reconfirmed our commitment to seniors and slightly 
modified our vision. 

The vision of the RTO/ERO Foundation is to 
enhance the quality of life of aging adults.

Moving forward, the granting focus will be broad-
ened as follows:

• Geriatrics/gerontology research and training 
at post-secondary institutions.

• Social isolation addressed through partner-
ships with community organizations. (New)

2016 Granting Process
The call for proposals in the 2016 granting stream 

for Geriatrics/Gerontology Research and Training at 
Post-secondary Institutions has been launched with 
a deadline of September 15, 2016. 

The second granting stream of address-
ing Social Isolation is in the planning stage, 
with criteria being developed for the applica-
tion process for partnerships with community 
organizations. Check the Foundation website 

for details as they become available.

Supporting the Foundation
Donations In Memory
Units and individual members are en-

couraged to promote the Foundation as a 
charity of choice for families to request when 
a loved one/member passes away.  Word-
ing that can be used at funeral homes and in 
obituaries is: As an expression of sympathy, 
donations may be made to the RTO/ERO 
Foundation, 300-18 Spadina Rd., Toronto, 
ON  M5R 2S7  1-800-361-9888.

All District 17 (and Unit) In Memoriam 
donations made for deceased members 
will be made to the RTO/ERO Foundation 

in the event that the family of the deceased has not 
specifically designated another charity. 

In Honour Cards
These cards can be used when recognizing mem-

bers and special friends with a gift to the RTO/ERO 
Foundation in their honour. 

Note: In Memoriam and In Honour cards are avail-
able as full cards, or as an insert that can be used 
with your own personal card. In Memoriam cards are 
available in local funeral homes. Contact your local 
Goodwill rep or the District Foundation rep if you need 
copies of either type of card or insert.

PLEASE NOTE:
Our local press deadlines do not always coincide 
with provincial announcements and information 
sharing. Members are reminded to check the re-
cent issues of Liaison newsletter and Renaissance 
magazine, as well as the provincial and district 
websites, for up-to-date information between is-
sues of the Bulletin Board.

How To Donate
Online: www.rto-ero.org/support-the-foundation/ways-to-give
Phone: Deanna 416-962-9463 or 1-800-361-9888 Ext. 271
Email: ybronstein@rto-ero.org 
Mail: Cheques payable to: RTO/ERO Foundation 
300-18, chemin Spadina Road, Toronto ON M5R 2S7
Content from RTO/ERO Foundation and Renaissance magazine.

Submitted by Janet Politi Berni,  
District 17 Foundation Representative

RTO/ERO Foundation Report - Fall 2016

Janet Politi Berni
District 17 

Foundation Rep.
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Unit 2 Spring luncheon meetings Cont. from page 6

Entertainment was provided by The Pension-
naires ... a return engagement by Bob Megaw, Glenn 
Campbell, Lloyd Farquhar and Gordon McGregor. 
They were introduced by Janice Napp and thanked 
by Joan Banbury. We enjoyed their barbershop-style 
musical selections and sing-along favourites. 

In Janice Napp’s closing remarks she thanked 
everyone for coming and invited suggestions for the 
Coordinating Committee’s planning. Names were 
drawn for flowers on tables, the lucky winners were 
Wendy Westcott, Lloyd Farquhar, Barbara Code, 
Lois Amos and Marjorie Baks.

Joan Banbury was awarded both the June 
Callwood Outstanding Achievement Award for 
Voluntarism and Oro-Medonte 2016 Citizen of the 
Year: Unit 2 is thrilled to recognize the achievements 
of one of their own! Joan Banbury was awarded the 
Provincial June Callwood Award in recognition of her 
work with the Hawkestone Women’s Institute, RTO/
ERO District 17 – Unit 2 and a variety of other com-
munity activities. The initial Award was presented at 
a Provincial ceremony in Toronto and then again at a 
local ceremony celebrating local volunteers at ODAS 
Park on May 8th. The 2016 Citizen of the Year was 
presented at the Oro-Medonte Council Chambers on 
June 22nd. Congratulations Joan!!! And thank you for 
all that you do for Unit 2. 

“Out & About” Events: Unit 2 Coordinating 
Committee were disappointed with the cancellation 

of the June 15th event but realizing that June tends 
to be a very busy month for Unit 2 members – gar-
dening, opening cottages, as well as a plethora of 
community “must-attend” events – the Coordinating 
Committee is planning not one but two fall events 
after the Unit 2 No Bells Brunch!!! Both events are 
open to all members and guests of District 17. Please 
consider attending.

Coming Events in Unit 2:
Schedule of Events Brochure – The Coordi-

nating Committee, following the wishes of the Unit 
2 membership, is continuing to develop the annual 
events brochure and send this brochure to Unit 2 
members in mid-August. Please be looking for it in 
the mail.

Unit 2 No Bells Brunch – Tuesday, September 
6th, 2016 at the Best Western Mariposa Inn. Gather-
ing at 9:30am. Brunch 10am Join us in welcoming 
our new retirees. RSVP to Joan Banbury

“OUT & ABOUT” RTO/ERO Lawn Bowling 
Day – For Newbies or Experienced Lawn Bowlers. 
Always wanted to try a new game….join Unit 2 for 
a fun day of lawn bowling with instruction and mini-
games. Wednesday, September 21st, 2016 9am-
3pm at the Orillia Lawn Bowling Club; Maximum – 24 
participants. RSVP required, more details to follow in 
Schedule of Events.

“OUT & ABOUT” Port Severn Fall Colours 
Boat Cruise – This is being planned for the afternoon 
of Monday, October 3), 2016. Further details and how 
to RSVP will be found in the Schedule of Events. 

Submitted with photos by Janice Napp 

Joan Banbury says thank you to the Pensionnaires  
who entertained at May luncheon.

May 2016 Unit 2 In Memoriam at Spring Meeting - Joan 
Banbury and Andrea Millward (Unit 2’s Goodwill Reps)
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‘leadership team’ (George Allen, Susan Jarson, June 
Ballard and Lynn McLean). This group will share the 
duties assigned to leadership, with 
George Allen assuming the title of 
president for the purposes of deal-
ing with district and province. 

Connie Gillespie, chair of Good-
will and In Memoriam, reported on the 
birthdays honoured by our unit, the 
contacts made to bring ‘best wishes’ to 
those who are recovering from illness, 
and the notes of sympathy passed 
along to share the grief of those who 
have lost loved ones. She encourages 
all of us to keep her informed of those 
needing our love and support. 

Susan Jarson has arranged several lunch meet-
ings in Barrie over the past year and will continue to 
arrange events in the coming year. A general notice 
is sent out by email. Our apologies to those who 
don’t have email. George Allen provides free com-
puter sessions during the year. Those who would 
like to pick up an iPad and learn to give and receive 
email messages should consider attending one of 
the three sessions offered during the year (Each 

Unit 1’s meeting course is once per week for six weeks, on Tues-
days). See contact information below. 

The business meeting was followed by a delicious 
grilled chicken dinner. The half dozen new members 
were given the opportunity to be first to the serving ta-
ble and were given a certificate for a free lunch at a 

future Unit 1 luncheon. 
After the dinner the ‘Small Town 

Philosopher’ helped his audience better 
understand the fallacies of the ‘Golden 
Age’. He has not yet mastered the art of 
multi-tasking. His attempts to sing and 
play the harmonica at the same time 
were totally unsuccessful. His colour-
ful outlook on life, brought broad smiles 
and some unrestrained laughter.

The Small Town Philosopher passed 
on the honorarium to help victims of the 
Alberta fire disaster.

Coming Events
Biking on the Tay Shore Trail - Tues., September 

27 - from the Ste. Marie parking lot to Victoria Harbour, 
then to Midland for lunch - contact George Allen (705-
322-2076 or george.allen@sympatico.ca for details.)

Curling Bonspiel in Elmvale - Wednesday, Nov. 
16 - contact George Allen (705-322-2076 or george.
allen@sympatico.ca for an application)

Unit 1 Fall Luncheon - 
Thurs., October 20 - Pres-
byterian Church, Elmvale, 
Roast beef lunch with pie 
and icecream. Handwrit-
ing analysis with Charal’ 

Trip to Toronto Sep-
tember 14, 2016. Take the 
GO train to Toronto. Then 
a choice of events. Hope-
fully, a movie at TIFF, hop 
on hop off bus tour, choice 
of events along the tour, 
lunch near Union Station 
and the train home again. 
For more details contact 
 Susan Jarson, 705-719-6823 
or sandgjarson@rogers.com 
or Peggy Gemmell, peg-
gygemmell@sympatico.ca 
705-719-1438.

Submitted by George Allen,  
President Unit 1 

Continued from page 5 

Biking Event 
on 

Tay Trail
Victoria Harbour to Midland

on
Thursday, Sept. 29,  10:30 am

Details available at spring luncheon 
or email

george.allen@sympatico.ca

Curling Event
at

Elmvale Curling Club
on

Wednesday, Nov. 16, 2016

Details available at spring luncheon
or email

george.allen@sympatico.ca

The Small Town Philosopher 
with the harmonica.
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South African Adventure

From *

$6599.00
Per Person, Double Occupancy

Your 
Chapman Cutural Tour

Includes
• Round Trip Air Transportati on 

from Toronto, to Cape Town, SA 
(via Amsterdam)

• 13 Nights accomodati ons 
• 11 Breakfasts
• 2 Brunches
• 1 Lunch
• 9 Dinners
• Excursions and transfers as 

indicated on iti nerary
• Entrance Fees as indicated in 

iti nerary.
• Services of English speaking 

registered guide through-out 
iti nerary in South Africa.

Price does not include $30.00 USD airport departure 
tax, paid locally in cash, personal extras and expenses, 
gratuiti es, or comprehensive travel insurance.

February 19 to March 6, 2017

* Optional 2 night Stay in Amsterdam is 
available on the return

C A D

RTO 
DISTRICT 17:

South Africa Adventure Itinerary
19 February 2017 at 18h30    Depart Pearson Internati onal Airport on KLM to Amsterdam where we 
will change aircraft  for the fl ight to Cape Town, South Africa.
20 February 2017 at 22h35   Arrival at Cape Town Internati onal Airport.  You will be met by your local 
English speaking guide and transferred to the Lagoon Beach Hotel (4*) in Deluxe Rooms.
21 February 2017   Included Breakfast at the hotel. Depart on a full day Cape Peninsula Tour 
which includes a scenic drive to Hout Bay Harbour (opti onal Seal Island cruise available) and over 
Chapman’s Peak, entrance to Cape Point Nature reserve, a funicular ride to Cape Point Light House, 
a visit to Boulder’s Beach Penguin Colony and Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. Transfer to the 
Victoria & Alfred Waterfront for an included dinner at The Greek Fisherman. 
22 February 2017   Included Breakfast at the hotel. Depart on a full day city tour of Cape Town 
including Table Mountain (weather permitti  ng), Robben Island (weather permitti  ng), Bo Kaap Malay 
Quarter and Khayelitsha Township. 
23 February 2017  Included Breakfast at the hotel. Depart on a full day tour of the Cape Winelands 
visiti ng Franschhoek and Stellenbosch where you will be able to visit local wine estates and sample 
their world renowned products. Transfer to Camps Bay for a dinner at Blues Restaurant.
24 February 2017    Included Breakfast at the hotel and check-out. Depart for Oudtshoorn, “the 
Ostrich Capital of the World”, via Route 62 where you will be able to visit a local brandy disti llery for 
a cellar tour and tasti ng.  De Opstal (4*) in Standard Rooms
25 February 2017    Included breakfast in the hotel and check-out. Visit the Cango Caves and Safari 
Ostrich Farm where a local braai (BBQ) lunch is included in the tour.  Conti nue on a scenic drive to 
the coastal town of Knysna. Graywood Hotel (3*) in Standard Rooms
26 February 2017    Included breakfast in the hotel.  Visit Monkeyland and the Birds of Eden 
Sanctuaries before returning to Knysna for a sunset cruise and included dinner on the Knysna Lagoon.
27 February 2017    Included breakfast in the hotel and check-out. Drive to Addo Nati onal Park via 
the Tsitsikamma Forest and Storms River Bridge arriving at your lodge in ti me for an aft ernoon 
game drive in open 4x4 safari vehicles.  Return to the lodge in the early evening for included dinner.  
Kuzuko Lodge (4*) in Chalets.
28 February 2017   Depart on an early morning game drive in search of the iconic Big Five… Lion, 
Leopard, Elephant, Rhino and Buff alo before returning to the lodge for a substanti al brunch. The 
remainder of the aft ernoon is at leisure before the aft ernoon game drive. Return to the lodge in the 
early evening for included dinner. 
01 March 2017   Depart on an early morning game drive returning to the lodge for a substanti al 
brunch.  Check out and depart Addo Nati onal Park for East London arriving at the hotel in the mid 
aft ernoon.  The remainder of the aft ernoon is at leisure.  Crawford’s Beach Lodge (4*) in Sea Facing 
Rooms 
02 March 2017   Included Breakfast and dinner in the hotel.  Full day at leisure
03 March 2017   Included Breakfast and dinner in the hotel. Full day at leisure
04 March 2017   Included Breakfast and dinner in the hotel. Full day at leisure
05 March 2017   Included Breakfast in the hotel. Transfer to East London Airport for fl ight to Cape Town.  
06 March 2017   Change aircraft  in East London for our fl ight to Amsterdam* and then Toronto.

CHAPMAN CULTURAL 
TOURS LTD. 
10720 Yonge Street, 
Suite 213, 
Richmond Hill, ON  
L4C 3C9
(905) 737-8687

Ontario 
Registrati on 
Numbers: 
50010362

To book your place & for further informati on

contact   Paul Healy
(705) 435-4951

pfh ealy@yahoo.com

Tour subject to minimum parti cipati on of 12 passengers.  Iti nerary subject to change.  If tour does not meet minimum parti cipati on.  Deposit will be refunded
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in Collingwood. 
We raised $4,000 at 
this sold out event. 
Rockin’ For Autism, 
will now be Rockin’ 
For CASLE on Sat., 
October 1st at the 
Legion. 

I am also hang-
ing out with our son, Andrew, our 
inspiration for CASLE. He is lucky 
enough to be able to have three 
jobs. Andrew works at Domino’s 
Pizza, Flowers’n’more and deliv-
ers newspapers for the Enterprise 
Bulletin. I guess I can say that I 
have those three jobs too, as I 
am Andrew’s advocate and safety 
companion at these jobs. He is not 
able to attend without support. 

A lot of people ask me what I 
am doing now that I am retired. 
I tell them about CASLE. A lot of 
people ask me if I miss the kids 
and I tell them that everytime I 
pass by a school, I get butter-
flies in my stomach. But since 

the beginning of the CASLE project, I have been 
rummaging through my precious teaching resourc-
es and brainstorming ideas for the young adults. 
So I haven’t stopped ‘teaching’. And I get to ‘hang 
out’ with all my retired teaching friends at CASLE!

I have to say that when people ask me what job 
I had before I retired, I am proud to say that I was a 
teacher. When I was a little girl, I used to line the my 
dolls on my bed, give them papers and pencils and 
write on my chalkboard, my favourite toy. I wanted to 
be a teacher from as young as I can remember. 

I am getting ready for my first of five graduations 
that I promised to my students when I retired. I will be 
heading out to the Cameron Street Grad on Tues., 
June 28, which happens to be CASLE’s last day too.
Looking forward to congratulating my past students!

Sheri Bulfon, Proud Retired Teacher

What have I been doing since I retired in 2015?
Luckily I am used 

to having the sum-
mers off, so I didn’t 
feel any separation 
anxiety from school 
during that time. 
And the first day of 
school, you know 
where I was,being 
treated to a wonder-
ful meal at the RTO/ERO meeting. 

During the summer months 
and into September, 2015 I was 
busy getting two projects ready. I 
was preparing for our 3rd Rockin’ 
For Autism event on Sat. Oct. 4, 
2015. My husband, Paolo and 
I have run this event for three 
years, raising over $25,000 for 
Autism Ontario. We received 
donations for our Silent Auction 
from local businesses and dona-
tions from local corporate spon-
sors. Once again, Rockin’ For 
Autism was a huge success. We 
raised $11,000 for our local fami-
lies living with autism. 

During the summer months, I was also involved 
in a project called CASLE (Continued Adult Special 
Learning Experience). CASLE became a not-for-
profit on Oct. 9, 2015. This program offers an op-
portunity to our young adults with special needs, not 
just autism, who have completed their high school 
years and want to continue their learning. We have 
10 young adults attending our program. We started 
on Feb. 29, 2016. We have over 25 retired teachers 
offering their support for one day a week to either be 
a Volunteer Teacher or a Support Volunteer (to as-
sist the CASLE members to participate successfully 
in the activities).

I am also continuing my many volunteer activi-
ties shich I have enjoyed during my teaching ca-
reer including membership in a classic rock band 
called Highway 26! Rockin’ at 55!! We play at vari-
ous events during the year, one being Rockin’ For 

Sheri Bulfon



The Bulletin Board • FALL 2016 • Page 21

Musical talent shines
at Unit 3 luncheon
Continued 

Update contact info 
with Provincial office

Would you like to keep up to date with the 
latest RTO/ERO news and communications? 

Contact RTO/ERO’s Provincial Member-
ship Department at membership@RTO/ERO.
org, or call 1-800-361-9888 to update your 
contact information, and don’t forget your 
email address.

District 17 gets all such information from 
the Provincial office and are not allowed to 
keep track of it ourselves. So please don’t 
send it to us. 

Provincial office only accepts address 
changes from the individual who owns the 
address,so we can’t even forward this on 
your behalf.

The passing of a family member is a difficult time 
for all concerned. The best advice for a prospec-
tive Estate Executor is to consult with, and accept 
the advice of, a qualified lawyer. Provincial laws are 
subject to change and may contain subtle phrasing 
beyond the knowledge of the average person. 

If survivors are not full members of RTO/ERO, 
they may not be aware they may continue coverage 
within the RTO/ERO Health Plans.

If the existing policy indicates Couple or Family 
coverage then a survivor covered under that policy, 
would be eligible for RTO/ERO membership, allow-
ing them to continue RTO/ERO Health Plan Cover-
age without need of evidence of medical insurability. 
If the survivor is not eligible for full RTO/ERO mem-
bership, he/she can become an Associate Member.

Once RTO/ERO is notified of the death (by 
OTPP, family member or executor), they will advise 
Johnsons; who will attempt to contact the survivor 
and forward the appropriate paperwork. In order for 
survivors to continue with RTO/ERO Health Plan 
Benefits, application for membership must occur 
within 60 days. To avoid missing this “window”, it is 

The Passing of an RTO/ERO Member
recommended that the Executor contact Johnson 
Inc. (1-877-406-9007) and request a “Continuation 
of Benefits” form be mailed to him/her. For this mem-
bership, a single fee is paid once a year in Decem-
ber (prorated during applications at any other time 
of the year), with premiums being paid monthly. Mail 
the form, along with a death certificate, as per the in-
structions on the form. For further information, con-
tact the RTO/ERO office (1-800-361-9888) or visit 
www.rto-ero.org.

Submitted by Roger Health

career which included a part in the long running To-
ronto production of the Phantom of the Opera. Both 
Olivia and Georgia delighted the audience with solo 
performances followed by a duet and a trio with 
their instructor John Dodington. Nancy thanked our 
guests and presented the girls with beautiful floral 
bouquets and John with a token of our appreciation.

Four lucky members each won one of the Spring 
plants that decorated the head table while others 
won gift certificates for Coffee Culture. 

Our monthly coffee breaks take place at the 
Coffee Culture in Alliston at 10 a.m. on the second 
Tuesday of the month and in Bradford on the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month. 

Submitted with photos by Cathleen Eichhorn

Gloria Evans and Olivia Cacchiola
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Here for you now ... Here for your future. Since 1968.

À votre service...pour le soin de votre avenir. Depuis 1968.

Page 1 of 2

July 2013

G-5PLANNING YOUR LEGAL & 
FINANCIAL AFFAIRS 

SURVIVING SPOUSE Fact Sheet

A. PRE-PLANNING

 a) Lawyer
It is advisable to contact a family lawyer to initiate estate planning so that upon the death of a survivor, the interests 

of beneficiaries are documented.

Example – In the case of a family home, naming a child as a joint owner with the property held in trust until after 
the death of the owner.

 b) Wills
It is important to have a current WILL. A WILL is rarely seen for up to 2 weeks after a death.  Your wishes should 

be discussed with your executors, e.g. burial or cremation, donation of body organs, etc.

 c) Power of Attorney for Property and Power of Attorney for Personal Care and Living Wills
These documents cease upon death.

 d)   Naming a Beneficiary
Naming a spouse as beneficiary of RRSP’s and RRIF’s has positive tax implications as no tax is paid on monies as 

long as it goes to the spouse.  There is no tax payable on almost all insurance policies no matter who is the beneficiary.

 e) Joint-Ownership
Holding things jointly such as a home, car, automatically allows for the surviving spouse and/or a person named, 

to transfer ownership.

 f)   Joint with right of ownership
Investments registered jointly will be automatically transferred to the surviving spouse, e.g. Canada Saving Bonds, 

GIC’s.

 g)   Death Certificates
The funeral director will provide you with the copies of the Death Certificate.  It may be necessary for some 

organization/institutions to obtain a Death Certificate issued by the province.

a) Lawyer 
It is advisable to contact a family lawyer to initiate estate 
planning so that upon the death of a survivor, the interests 
of beneficiaries are documented. Example – In the case 
of a family home, naming a child as a joint owner with the 
property held in trust until after the death of the owner. 
b) Wills 
It is important to have a current WILL. A WILL is rarely 
seen for up to 2 weeks after a death. Your wishes should 
be discussed with your executors, e.g. burial or cremation, 
donation of body organs, etc. 
c) Power of Attorney for Property and Power of Attorney 
for Personal Care and Living Wills These documents 
cease upon death. 
d) Naming a Beneficiary 
Naming a spouse as beneficiary of RRSP’s and RRIF’s 
has positive tax implications as no tax is paid on monies 
as long as it goes to the spouse. There is no tax payable 
on almost all insurance policies no matter who is the ben-
eficiary. 
e) Joint-Ownership 
Holding things jointly such as a home, car, automatically 
allows for the surviving spouse and/or a person named, to 
transfer ownership. 
f) Joint with right of ownership 
Investments registered jointly will be automatically trans-
ferred to the surviving spouse, e.g. Canada Saving Bonds, 
GIC’s. 
g) Death Certificates 
The funeral director will provide you with the copies of the 
Death Certificate. It may be necessary for some organiza-
tion/institutions to obtain a Death Certificate issued by the 
province. 

B. Agencies/Departments to Notify 
a) Financial Institutions 
Notify all financial institutions. A copy of the Will and Certif-

icate of Death will be required. Safety deposit boxes held 
jointly are not frozen. Joint accounts can be transferred to 
the surviving spouse’s name alone. Executors can open 
an estate account for the purpose of settling the Estate. 
b) Canada Pension Plan
 Benefits – Human Resources Development Canada. Ap-
plication for CPP survivor benefits (pension) and death 
benefit. 
c) Human Resources Development Canada 
Notify Human Resources Development Canada of the 
death of a spouse. You are entitled to a cheque in the 
month in which the person deceased. 
d) Veterans Affairs Canada (see Fact Sheet B-5) 
e) Government and Private Pension Plans such as OTPP 
f) Personnel Department of a Workplace 
g) Income Tax – Canada Customs and Revenue Agency 
Notify the Canada Customs and Revenue Agency. A final 
income tax return must be filed no later than April 30th of 
the year following the death or 6 months following death, 
whichever is later. 
h) Notify to remove deceased person’s name from: 
• Utility companies – gas, hydro, water, telephone, cable 
• Tax department of the city/town/village 
• Magazine subscription(s) 
• Ministry of Transportation – vehicle ownership, deceased 
person’s drivers license 
• Ministry of Health – OHIP Health Card 
• Credit card companies 
• Lawyer in the event there is a home involved. Applica-
tion has to be made to the land registrar to transfer the 
property to the surviving joint tenant. 
i) Cancel deceased’s Social Insurance Card 
j) Grief Resources Available in most communities are sup-
port groups, suicide bereavement support groups, coun-
selling centres, clergy and family physicians.

A. PRE-PLANNING 
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Example – In the case of a family home, naming a child as a joint owner with the property held in trust until after 
the death of the owner.
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It is important to have a current WILL. A WILL is rarely seen for up to 2 weeks after a death.  Your wishes should 

be discussed with your executors, e.g. burial or cremation, donation of body organs, etc.
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Naming a spouse as beneficiary of RRSP’s and RRIF’s has positive tax implications as no tax is paid on monies as 

long as it goes to the spouse.  There is no tax payable on almost all insurance policies no matter who is the beneficiary.
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organization/institutions to obtain a Death Certificate issued by the province.
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EDITOR’S CORNER

Almost the last word
I would like to inroduce to you our new newsletter 

editor in training. Margaretta Naray is a member of 
Unit 3, Alliston, and did a great job editing and proof-
ing. What a relief! Maybe there will be no errors in 
this issue. 

We were trying to beat a threatening postal 
strike/lockout. Keep your fingers crossed. I sin-
cerely hope you get your copy because all the Sep-
tember and Fall events are listed in it. Even Unit 1 
has more than one event on tap. 

– Peggy and Margaretta

Tips on how to submit material for the newsletter
For articles and text, please send them in Word 

documents or RTF but NOT PDF files. The layout pro-
gram uses style set so all the articles look the same. 

Also don’t use spaces or tabs to indent the para-
graphs or to tabulate some lines. The style automati-
cally puts in an indent The least formatting the better 
for our end. It does keep bold and italics.

Pictures should be sent individually by email in JPG 
or TIF format. Remember to name everything with a 
logical and descriptive name. I got three photos called 
photo.jpg which limited where I could keep them. Cathy 
Eichhorn uses the fact that you can use long names 
and she gives the photo the caption for a title. It is mind 
boggling when everyone sends ‘Bulletin Board 2016’.

Mark Your 
Calendar!!

DISTRICT 17
Thurs, Sept. 29: Fall Luncheon at Ferndale Banquet Hall, 24 
Ferndale Industrial Drive, Barrie. 10:30 am social, 11 am meet-
ing, 12 noon lunch. $20 RSVP Henry Gabriels before Monday, 
Sept. 19. Recognition Awards and Jim Grieve RTO/ERO Execu-
tive Director. (See ad page 2). 
UNIT 1
Thurs, Oct. 20: Fall Luncheon, Elmvale Presbyterian Church, Elmvale. 
10:30 am social time; 11 am business meeting; 12 noon luncheon 1 pm 
Eileen Charal.  $20 RSVP to Ausma Ozolins. See ad page 5 for details
Wed., Sept. 14: Day Trip to Toronto. Train to Toronto, Bus tour, 
various events to choose from. Details to come. See pg 18 for 
contact people. Open to all District members.
Tues., Sept. 27: Bike Ride on Tay Shore Trail. Open to all Dist. 17 
members. Contact George Allen. See ad on page 18.
Wed., Nov. 16: RTO/ERO Dist 17 Curling Bonspiel in Elmvale. All units 
invited. $25 per person Contact George Allen. See ad on page 18.
UNIT 2
Tues. Sept. 6: No Bells Brunch at Best Western Mariposa Inn. 
Gathering at 9:30am, Brunch 10am Join us in welcoming our 
new retirees. RSVP to Joan Banbury.
Wed. Sept. 21: ‘Out & About’ RTO/ERO Lawn Bowling Day. In-
structions and mini games. 9 pm to 3 pm at Orillia Lawn Bowling 
Club. Max wr participants. RSVP required.
Mon. Oct. 3: ‘Out & About’ Port Severn Fall Colours Boat Cruise.  
Contact Janice Napp for more details.

UNIT 3
Wed., Sept. 7: Unit 3 Fall Executive Meeting: @ 10 a.m.   Mu-
seum on the Boyne in Alliston
Tues. Oct. 4: Fall General Meeting and Luncheon: Registration 
@ 11 a.m.  St. Paul’s Catholic Church Hall, Alliston , ON
Coffee Breaks:  Alliston Coffee Culture 10 a.m. second Tuesday 
of the month  (Sept. - June)   Bradford Coffee Culture 10 a.m. 
second Wednesday of the month  (Sept. - June)
UNIT 4
Tues., Sept 6: Back to School Golf/Luncheon and Meeting at 
Twins Creeks Golf Club. Payment by cheque to Anne Marie Ing-
lis by August 19. Cheque subject “Golf and Luncheon” or “Lunch-
eon”. More details to follow. Contact person: Robyn Bach (robin.
bach@sympatico.ca, 505-445-9760)
Mon., Sept. 26 (raindate Sept 27): Fairgrounds Road Cleanup 
(contact Hazel Gilchrist-Parrish (705-428-3528) Meet at Shrine 
Club at 9:00 am. Lunch to follow.
Thurs., Sept. 29: District 17 Fall Meeting and Luncheon (see 
page 5 for details)
Tues., Oct. 4: Coffee Break; 9:30 at Affairs Cafe, Creemore
Oct., date and details to be announced: Guided Walk/Hike. 
Contact Jan Bennett (jank.bennett1@gmail.com, 705-816-1955)
Tues., Nov. 1: Coffee Break: 9:30 at Sol Kitchen, Collingwood
Sun., Nov. 16: Curling Bonspiel (see page18 for details)
Tues., Dec. 6: Coffee Break: 9:30 at Coffee Culture, Stayner fol-
lowed by Christmas Crafts for Seniors. Contact person- Sharon 
Stewart (stewartsharon@rogers.com, 705-445-6619)
Tues., Jan. 3: Coffee Break; 9:30 At Georgian Bay Family Res-
taurant, Collingwood
Jan., date and details to follow: Potluck and Games. Host and 
contact person needed.

Feb.,6: Coffee Break: 9:30 Sol Kitchen, Collingwood followed by 
Valentine Cards and Crafts for Seniors (contact person and host 
needed)
Feb., date and details to follow: Snowshoeing with Tanya 
Green. Contact person- Dawn Jackson (spenex@sympatico.
ca 705-444-1554)
March 6: Coffee Break: 9:30 at Yamma’s Grill, Wasaga Beach
Apr., 4: Coffee Break: 9:30 at Coffee Culture, Stayner
Coming Events: Keady Market and Lunch at Walter’s Falls Inn

Advanced registration for events; CHEQUE only!!
Watch for details to follow for many of the above events includ-
ing costs!
Cheques should be made payable to RTO/ERO District 17, Unit 
4. Mail cheques to Anne Marie Inglis, 35 Robinson St., Colling-
wood, ON, L9Y 3L8 by due date.
More info: Dawn Jackson (705-444-1554, spenex@sympatico.ca) 
Check updates on website: district 17.rto-ero.org

Deadline for next issue: 
on or about March 1st, 2017
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If undeliverable, please return to RTO/ERO District 17, c/o 709-65 Ellen Street, Barrie, ON L4N 3A5 

In Memoriam
They planted the seeds of knowledge 
in the fertile minds of their students 

and laid the foundations for  
our nation’s growth.

To their family and friends, we extend 
our deepest sympathy.

God speed you!

William S H Elliott
Margaret Garner
Laird W L Mann
Macgregor L Marcellus
Marjorie J McKelvey
Geoff Mulholland
Marilyn M Murkar
Murray W Packer
Mary Polkinghorne
Murray K Stephen
Doris J Ward


