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Recognition of members for 
service and commitment was 
highlight of luncheon

Members recognized for service and commitment to District and Units: Janice 
Napp, Mary Schulz, Janet Politi Berni, Helen Irwin, Leila Lloyd, Paul Healy, Neil 

Urquhart. Missing were Elaine I. Brooks, Douglas Bailey and Roger Heath.
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The Bulletin Board is published twice 
yearly for District 17 members of RTO/
ERO, providing membership news and 
content on topics of interest to the 
retired education community. The views 
expressed are those of the authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the official 
position of RTO/ERO District 17.

Website: district17.rto-ero.org

Editor Peggy Gemmell
Contact editor at peggygemmell@
sympatico.ca

On a delightful fall day, 
Thursday, September 24, 2015, 
the mem bers of District 17 made 
the trek to Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church Hall in beautiful down-
town Elmvale for our annual Fall 
Luncheon. In addition to a deli-
cious meal and the sharing of ex-
ecutive and committee reports, 
we publicly recognized ten of our 
members for their contributions 
to our organization.

Congratulations to Douglas 
Bailey, Roger Heath and Neil Ur-
quhart (Unit 1), Elaine I. Brooks, 
Janice Napp and Mary Schulz 
(Unit 2), Paul Healy, Helen Irwin, 

and Leila Lloyd (Unit 3), and Ja-
net Politi Berni (Unit 4) for their 
commitment to their Units and 
our District. Each recipient was 
introduced by a member who 
spoke regarding their rich history 
and valuable contributions to our 
organization. 

Each recognized member 
was then able to share their 
thoughts regarding their award. 
Recipients are selected by their 
units based on their contributions 
at the local and/or the district lev-
els. To be recognized by one’s 
peers is indeed high praise!

President Marg Holroyd made 



Page 2 • The Bulletin Board • SPRING 2016

DISTRICT 17

Message from the President
New members!

Although we are retired we are certainly very 
active in our Communities! Most of our four Units 
in District 17 have monthly coffee hours which are 
well attended. If you have not ventured out to join 
your fellow RTO/ERO members for coffee, try it, 
you’ll like it. Everyone is welcome. The times and 
locations for coffee and other activities are listed in 
this bulletin.

Last year Past President Gail invited members 
to contribute articles about hobbies or interests to 
our District 17 website. I encourage you to submit 
items and I remind you that pictures can be includ-
ed. Our web site also has a spot for members to make announcements 
about events. Any of these can be submitted to Glenn Conduit or myself, 
Marg Holroyd. Our contact information is listed on a nearby page.

As the circle of life continues, we welcome our many new members and, 
sadly, say good-bye to those who have passed away. Our diversity contin-
ues to increase as we welcome members from wider fields within education! 
Such a wonderful wealth of information and experience for sharing! 

If any members, new or seasoned, are interested in becoming more 
involved in their Unit or District, I encourage you to consider joining an Ex-
ecutive or volunteering to help with or organize a social. Unit Presidents 

Margaret Holroyd

Unit 1 Simcoe Centre
Robert Butson
Gail Costante
M. Irene Coon
Rickey Foley
Jane Green
John Kinsman
Mary Lindros
George Mikita
Wendra O’Neill
Deborah Orser
Sally Potts
Gerald Power
Mary Jo Quilty
Hilbrandt Robbenhaar
Margaret A. Rothwell
Robin Rowe
S. Lynne Scarlet
Cheryl VanLaarhoven
Unit 2 Simcoe North
Arthur Coates
Diane M. Cowdy
Ruth Elizabeth Deaves
John C. Egsgard
Mary-Frances Goodwin
Joan Hamilton
James Hammond
Myrna Haughton
Gillian Jensen
Eulah B. Johnson
Peggy Knudsen
Ruth Leistner
Joan A. Lowery
Diane Marr
Mary Martin
John Morris
Drummond S. Peet
Sharon Pringle
Arline Ransom
Bradley Taylor
Jo-Ann Thornton
Warren Watson
Unit 3 Simcoe South
Colleen Grogan
Stella Kuris
Kenneth Meyer
Patricia Rae
Peter Wukasch
Unit 4 Simcoe West
Karen Bany
Loraine Beaudoin
Patricia Dyson
Hilda Fletcher
James Kelly
Vik Klupsas
Janice Merrifield
L. Jane Morningstar
Mary Ann Peden
Rose Smith
Alexa Usher-Jones
William A. Wheatstone

RTO/ERO District 17 INVITATION
Annual General Meeting and

Spring Luncheon
Thursday, May 26, 2016
Ferndale Banquet Hall

24 Ferndale Industrial Drive, Barrie

10 am Coffee/Social • 10:30 am Meeting
12 pm Lunch • 1 pm Elections

Revised District Constitution to be presented  
for acceptance.

Guest: Provincial Vice President

There is no charge for this luncheon, but please 
RSVP to Marg Holroyd no later than  

Thursday, May 12th
Email: mhol@rogers.com • Phone: 705-445-6227
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District 17 Executive
2015 to 2016

would be happy to hear from you.
At the District level, a replacement for our Bulletin 

Board Editor, Peggy Gemmell, is required. After serving 
for several years, Peggy feels it is time for a change. 
For a small lady, she is leaving very big shoes to fill! The 
Bulletin Board is published twice a year. Please consid-
er this position as our Bulletin Board is very important to 
our members. And Peggy, we all extend a huge thank 
you for your fantastic publication.

Our members are fortunate to be served by excel-
lent Unit and District Executives. A big thank you to them 
as well as all our volunteer members, from ‘phoners’ to 
event organizers! 

Spring Senate in May will have District 17 Sena-
tor representatives Glenn Conduit and myself and Ob-
servers Henry Gabriels and Anne Marie Inglis. This has 
been a busy year for RTO/ERO and our new Executive 
Director Jim Grieves has proven to be a well-informed, 
energetic guide. I am pleased to announce Jim will be 
speaking at our Fall Luncheon meeting. 

The response to Legislation continues to require 
cooperation and patience! Laws require us to respect 
members’ privacy and to protect our volunteers, so 
please listen to announcements and cheerfully com-
plete waivers if they are required. Announcements 
should be made at meetings and events notifying mem-
bers if pictures are to be taken. It is your responsibility 
to tell the photographer if you do not want your picture 
taken, or if you do not want your name associated with 
your picture.

 Our District 17 Spring Lunch will be held on Thurs-
day, May 26th at Ferndale Banquet Hall, 24 Ferndale 
Industrial Drive in Barrie. This is conveniently located! 
From Highway 400, exit onto Dunlop Street to the 
west, turn right onto Ferndale Drive North then turn left 
onto Ferndale Industrial Drive. (Coming from the west 
on Dunlop Street turn left onto Ferndale.) One of the 
RTO/ERO Provincial Vice Presidents will be our guest 
speaker and entertainment will be provided. Our menu: 
Baked Chicken Parmesan, roasted potatoes, steamed 
veggies, breads and rolls, coffee, tea, and dressert. 
There is no charge for the meal for members BUT you 
must reserve your lunch with me by May 12th if you plan 
to attend; please include your first and last name in an 
e-mail or phone message and clearly state your wish 
to attend the luncheon. Guests will need to pay $20 in 
advance to attend. Refer to our Spring Luncheon ad for 
further information. 

I hope to see many of you at the luncheon or at 
remaining Unit activities before our year ends. Be safe!

Marg Holroyd, District 17 President

Past President
Gail King 
9072 County Road 5, Mansfield, 
ON, L0N 1M0 705-435-5873
retiredteach1@hotmail.com
President
Marg Holroyd
209737 Hwy 26 Blue Mountains, 
ON, L9Y 0M8 705-445-6227
mhol@rogers.com
1st Vice President
Glenn Conduit
252 Plymouth Trail, Newmarket, 
ON, LY36G7 905-895-3645
gconduit@rogers.com
2nd Vice President
Janice Napp
4874 Line 12 North, Coldwater,
ON, L0K 1E0 705-835-0094
janicenapp@gmail.com
Secretary
Mary Lou Meiers
18 McLaughlin St., Minesing, 
ON L0L1Y2 705-725-9087
mlmeiers@sympatico.ca
Treasurer
Henry Gabriels
5868 9th Line, Egbert, 0n
L0L1N0 705-458-4529
hgabriels@yahoo.com
Archivist
Lu LaFrance
4660 Line 5 N., R.R. #1 
 Hillsdale ON, L0L 1V0 
705-835-6063
Charitable Foundation
Janet Politi Berni
705-445-7712
jpolitiberni@bell.net
Goodwill
Gail Croll
47 Rodrium Rd., Wasaga Beach, 
ON L9Z 1R5, 705-429-2833
ronandgail@rogers.com
Health and Insurance
Roger Heath
32 Sunnidale Rd., Barrie, ON
L4N 1G7, 705-737-9620
rsheath@mcw.net
Membership Coordinator
Daisie Gregory
221 John St., Box 261, Stayner, 
ON, L0M1S0 705-428-2785
gregsta@rogers.com

Recruitment/RPW
Anne Marie Inglis
35 Robinson St., Collingwood, 
ON L9Y 3L8, 705-444-6428
anneing@lynx.org
Pension & Retirement 
 Concerns
Sharon Kitsemetry
278 Hurst Drive, Suite 112, Bar-
rie, ON, L4N 0Z3 705-722-7126
sharonkit@hotmail.ca 
Political Advocacy
Andy Prokopich
Box 524, Alliston, ON, L9R 
1V7 705-435-9237
an.prok@hotmail.com
Newsletter Editor
Peggy Gemmell
Apt. 709 - 65 Ellen St.
Barrie, ON, L4N 3A5
peggygemmell@sympatico.ca
Travel
Paul Healy,
5911 County Rd. 56, Egbert, 
ON, L0L1N0 705-435-4951
pfhealy@yahoo.com 
Webmaster
Cathy Sirdevan
1238 Birchcliffe Cres. R.R.#4,
Orillia, ON L3V 6H4 705-326-
3768
cathy.sirdevan@gmail.com

Unit 1 Contact
George Allen
177 Ritchie Crescent, Elmvale, 
ON, L0L 1P0 705-322-2076
george.allen@sympatico.ca
Unit 2 Contact
Janice Napp
4874 Line 12 North, Coldwater,
ON, L0K 1E0 705-835-0094
janicenapp@gmail.com
Unit 3 Contact
Paul Healy,
5911 County Rd. 56, Egbert, 
ON, L0L1N0 705-435-4951
pfhealy@yahoo.com 
Unit 4 Contact
Janet Politi Berni
705-445-7712
jpolitiberni@bell.net
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SCOTLAND & IRELAND 2017
If you are interested in receiving infor-
mation about the District 17 bus trip to 
Scotland and Ireland in 2017, please 
provide your name and contact infor-

mation to Paul Healy. 
When the details are 
finalized, you will re-
ceive the cost, date 
and itinerary so you 
can decide if you wish 
to participate. (705)435-4951, 
pfhealy@yahoo.com

NEW YORK CITY – May 8-12, 2016
We have 46 people organized to travel to 

New York City in May 2016. The itinerary looks 
very interesting with such activities as a cruise 
on the Bay, Ground Zero, The Empire State 
Building, Circle Line 42 Cruise and a visit to the 
Metropolitan Museum. One Broadway show is 
included in the tour plus there is time to take in 
another performance. Free time has also been 
allotted in the itinerary to explore New York City 
on your own. 

DANUBE RIVER CRUISE – Sept. 17-28, 2016
Nineteen people are experiencing Budapest to 

Prague and sailing with AMA Waterways 
on the Danube River in September. 

After spending two days in Budapest, 
we sail the Danube visiting places such 
as Slovakia, Vienna, Salzburg, Melk, Linz, 
then drive to Prague for three days. 

DISTRICT 17 TRAVEL REPORT
Paul Healy (705) 435-4951
pfhealy@yahoo.com
District 17 members have enjoyed a 

number of wonderful trips. We have done local, one 
day trips and also several days on bus tours, and 
cruises. I encourage you to send me your ideas for 
future trips. Pictures of our previous trips are posted 
on the RTO/ERO District website. Check them out 
by visiting www.district17.erorto.org. 

FUTURE TRAVEL:
With the low value of the Canadian dollar, I am 

considering a tour of Newfoundland in 2018. I am 
also researching the Cirque de Soleil performance 
in Toronto for this Fall. Please ensure provincial of-
fice (dvezeau@rto-ero.org) has your correct email 
address as I will send out information via each Unit 
when trips are finalized: Unit 1 – Doug Bailey, Unit 
3 – Cathy Eichhorn, Unit 2 – Janice Napp, Unit 4 – 
Shirley Lockwood

Exciting travel plans for District 17 members

Paul Healy

In accordance with privacy legislation, RTO/ERO 
members must provide their permission before per-
sonal information, such as milestone birthdays, may 
be shared at District events, as well as acknowledged 
in RTO/ERO publications and on websites, including 
using their photograph.

We appreciate that Districts wish to recognize 
these special milestones in the lives of their mem-
bers. At the same time, we must protect members’ 
rights under the legislation and seek their permission.

In order to facilitate the process of obtaining this 
permission, Provincial Office staff, in conjunction with 
the Member Services Committee, developed the ... 
Permission Form. As you will notice, a member or 
his/her Power of Attorney must check ‘yes’ or ‘no’ in 

terms of providing such permission.
Districts are asked to have these forms available 

at events such as their spring and fall general meet-
ings where photos of members are often taken.

In terms of photos, the form is necessary when an in-
dividual member is photographed and will be identified in 
a District newsletter or on a District website. For general 
crowd photos, where there will be no identification of a spe-
cific member(s), the form is not necessary. 

If photos are being taken at meetings and events, an 
announcement should be made at the beginning to indicate 
that general photos are being taken, and if members do not 
wish to be in such a photo, they must indicate this to the 
photographer before such a photo is taken.

Excerpt from memo from Membership Services Committee

New permission forms needed from members
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Unit 1 Executive 
2015-2016
President - George Allen
177 Ritchie Crescent. Elmvale, ON 
L0L 1P0 705-322-2076
george.allen@sympatico.ca

Past President - Neil Urquhart - Publicity
66 Lillian Cres., Barrie, ON, L4N 5H7
705-726-1516
patandneil@sympatico.ca

Assistant President - Sue Jarson - 
Events 32 Basswood Circle, RR 2, 
Shanty Bay, ON, L0L 1P0
 705-719-6823
 sandgjarson@rogers.com

Assistant President - Beth Fanson - 
Phone Contacts
310 - 7 Vancouver Street, Barrie, 
ON, L4M 4M1   705-737-9701
bethf1234@gmail.com

Secretary - Betty MacMillan 
205 - 39 Ferndale Drive S, Barrie, 
ON, L4N 5T5  705-737-9838
 bettymacmillan@rogers.com

Communications - Doug Bailey
15 Murray Street, Barrie, ON, L4N 2X1 
705-722-8333
 dhwbailey@yahoo.com

Treasurer - Ausma Ozolins
36 Jodies Lane, Midhurst, ON, L0L 1X1
705-722-8362 

Goodwill - Connie Gillespie
hcgillespie@bell.net

Directors, 
Health and Insurance - Roger Heath  
32 Sunnidale Road, Barrie, ON, L0N 
1G7  705-737-9620
rsheath@mcw.net
Archives - Lu LaFrance
4640 Line 5 N, Hillsdale, ON, L0L 
1V0   705-835-6063

Members at Large
Kathy Dunn
705-728-0839
kdunn68@rogers.com
Lynn McLean
705-722-6783
mcleanassociates@sympatico.ca
Krystyna Payette
705-737-1886
thepayette@sympatico.ca

‘

Unit 1
Report

Continued on page 21

A sing-a-long to old favourites lead by Chris and an animated Janet Ness
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On Thursday October 22, 2015, 
Unit 1 members gathered for the Fall 
luncheon held at Elmvale Presbyterian 
Church on Queen Street in Elmvale.

The meeting was opened with 
a lusty singing of O Canada lead by 
June Ballard on the piano.

George Allen, our president, pre-
sented words from the Small Town 
Philosopher and welcomed all to the 
gathering.

Glenn Conduit, 1st Vice President, 
brought greetings from the District.

Lu LaFrance drew attention to the 

archives and photo albums. Lu ex-
plained a contest where prizes could 
be won for correctly answering ques-
tions about specific postings in the al-
bums. This was a fun activity for many.

Susan Jarson announced a get 
together at the Barnstormer restaurant 
in Barrie’s south end. This took place 
on Friday, November 20. 2015. A good 
time was had by all.

Ausma gave the financial report 
... all is in good shape. She also drew 
numbers for door prizes, and handed 
out free luncheons which are offered 
to new retirees. 

Minutes of spring meeting were 
approved. Copies were on each table. 
Health and Insurance representative 
Roger Heath brought our attention to 
some items and suggested we read 
the latest copy of the Renaissance 
magazine referring to drug prices, 
boarding pass as proof of leaving the 
country and so on. 

Sharon Kitsemetry spoke on pen-
sion and retirement concerns encour-

‘Getting 2 B a Habit’ entertained 

Searching for answers (and prizes) at 
Lu LaFrance’s Archive exhibit. 
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Unit 2
ReportUnit 2’s No Bells Breakfast became 

No Bells BRUNCH this year

The Co-ordinating Committee 
for Unit 2 • 2015-2016

Joan Banbury  705-487-2108
Helen Doyle   705-325-3876
Renie Drybrough 705-325-9499
Marilyn Elliott  705-325-8325
Andrea Millward 705-534-4582
Janice Napp  705-835-0094
Lorrie Smelko 705-322-3037
Patty Smith  705-689-3404

Unit 2 is experiencing some positive changes. The 
Coordinating Committee made a well-received decision 
to change both the location and time of the popular No 
Bell’s event. Held September 8, 2015 at the Mariposa Best 
Western Inn, Orillia, as usual on the first school day of the 
year, Joan Banbury and Helen Doyle greeted 49 members 
and guests. The Unit welcomed twelve newly retired edu-
cational workers to this brunch! This event gives the Unit 
Coordinating Committee and members a chance to meet 
these individuals in person, congratulate them on their re-
cent retirement and share all the positive benefits of joining 
the RTO/ERO membership.

After a touching Grace by Helen Doyle, everyone en-
joyed a bountiful and delicious brunch. Mariposa Inn staff 
were thanked for their effort to accommodate our requests 
and create this very enjoyable repast.

Following the singing of ‘O Canada’ and a short busi-
ness meeting, Unit 2’s very special guest, Daisie Gregory, 
was welcomed to speak on the benefits of being an RTO/
ERO member. Daisie used a power-point presentation 
and elaborated on many items of interest to members and 
other items such as ‘Listen Up’ hearing aids deals. Daisie 
also shared information about The Charitable Foundation 
– Geriatric Medicine (through U of T) and cautioned about 
the 90-day stability clause. 

Janice Napp thanked Daisie and showed members the 
item in the Fall 2015 Bulletin Board about Daisie regard ing 
the award that she received from Provincial for her many 
contributions to RTO/ERO at Unit, District and Provincial 
levels.

Joan Banbury explained her duties as a Goodwill 
Representative. She 
mentioned that age 
85+ has now been 
changed to age 80+ 
for RTO members 
to receive birthday 
and Christmas cards. 
This will add quite 
a few more cards 
to our list. She in-
formed us that $25 
‘in memory of’ dona-
tions are sent to the 

RTO/ERO Foundation when a ‘charity of your choice’ is 
requested by the family. 

Joan also told the members that a recognition plaque 
hangs on a wall at the Orillia Soldier’s Memorial Hospital 
noting that RTO/ERO Unit 2 has given donations in excess 
of $1,200 over the past years.

Also at the Brunch, Unit 2’s members expressed their 
desire that the Coordinating Committee continue to mail out 
the Unit’s ‘Schedule of Events’ once a year to keep the Unit 
members informed. 

Three Unit 2 members were honoured for their con-
tributions and service to Unit 2 at the District 17 meeting 
on September 24, 2015. Congratulations to Elaine Brooks, 
Janice Napp and Mary Schulz. If you are aware of a Unit 2 
member that deserves this honour, please contact a mem-
ber of the Coordinating Committee as soon as possible.
‘Out & About’ On Saturday, October 3rd, a few intrepid 
artistically-minded adventurers from Unit 2 braved the bit-
terly cold wind to meet at the swan sculpture (definitely not 
a goose) in Midland and off they went. From this point, two 
small groups travelled west of Penetanguishene visiting 
artists’ studios. Lunch for at least one of the groups was 
back in Penetang at the Frosh Café, an excellent choice. 
Was this event a success? If numbers alone were counted, 
no (there were four RTO/ERO members and three friends). 
If enjoyment was counted, then yes as those that went 
certainly enjoyed themselves and likely would not have ex-

 The group of Newly Retired Educational Workers who 
attended Unit 2’s No Bells Brunch held on September 8th 

at the Best Western Mariposa Inn in Orillia.

Continued on page 17
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Unit 3 members get flashback to 
World War 1 with Peter Monahan

Unit 3 Executive 
2015-2016

Unit 3
Report

Continued on page 20

Treasurer   
Henry Gabriels 
5868 9th Line, Egbert, ON 
L0L 1N0 705- 458-4529 
hgabriels@yahoo.com

Secretary   
Cathy Eichhorn
647 Simcoe Rd., Bradford, 
ON L3Z 2A6 905 775 6348
catheich@hotmail.com

Goodwill   
Nancy Horsburgh 
8187 Main St., Everett, ON 
L0M 1J0 705-435-5115 
nancyjhorsburgh@bell.net
Zelia Gaspar 
(Goodwill Bradford)
zeliagaspar@hotmail.com

Membership/Telephone 
Dorothy Cauthers 
215 Albert St. W., Alliston, ON 
L9R 1B6 705-435-7734 
thjj@rogers.com

Committee Members at 
Large
Gail King 
705-435-5873
retiredteach1@hotmail.com

Andy Prokopich
705-435-9237
an.prok@hotmail.com

Paul Healy
5911 County Rd. 56, Egbert, 
ON L0L 1N0 705 435 4951
pfhealy@yahoo.com

John Gilbert
4 Hamilton St., Cookstown, 
ON L0L 1L0 705-458-9095
johngilbert901@gmail.com

Ruth Ann Turnbull
519-986-4517
rajturnbull@sympatico.ca

Luncheon speaker, Peter Monahan, in 
World War 1 garb talking with  

John Gilbert 

Unit 3 members met for their An-
nual Fall General Meeting and Lunch-
eon at St. Paul’s Catholic Parish Hall 
on Tuesday, October 6, 2015. Bruce 
Fraser and Brian Brooks registered 
76 members and guests. Members 
enjoyed time before the meeting 
catching up with one another and 
viewing the display of World War 
1 artifacts brought in by our guest 
speaker and retired history teacher, 
Peter Monahan.

Henry Gabriel’s welcomed all 
members and guests to our Fall 
Meeting and introduced members 
of the Executive and Guests at our 
Head Table. After the singing of O 
Canada led by Lawrence Lindsay, 
Nancy Horsburgh read a poem in 
memory of Ken Gradwell, Alan War-
dle and William Dunkley who passed 
away since our Spring General Meet-
ing in May 2015.

A short business meeting fol-
lowed with reports from the Secre-
tary, Treasurer, Goodwill and Mem-
bership Reps. District 17 President, 
Marg Holroyd, brought greetings 
from the District and brought us up 
to date on Provincial and District 
matters. Marg expressed her grati-
tude for being invited to our lunch-
eon and wished us all well.

Roger Heath distributed several 
copies of his Fall 2015 Health Report. 
Roger explained the need for Proof 
of Departure when travelling out-
side the country and stressed that 
proof must be in writing. Members 
were very concerned about this sub-
ject and had several questions and 
concerns. Roger was available to 
answer any personal concerns about 
our Health Insurance Plan after the 
meeting.

Paul Healy, District 17 Travel 
Rep, gave a brief overview of the 

trips he has organized. In May 2015 
a large group travelled to Ireland and 
had a wonderful experience. Just four 
days before our meeting Paul escorted 
a fully booked trip to Sault Ste Marie 
and the Agawa Canyon rail trip to see 
the Fall colours. A trip,to New York City 
is planned for May 2016 and a River 
Cruise on the Danube is planned for 
the Fall of 2016. Many members who 
travelled on the Ireland trip expressed 
an interest in a future trip to Scotland.

Cathy Eichhorn reported on the 
Beeton Fall Fair Writing Contest spon-
sored by RTO/ERO Unit 3. There were 
127 entries from three schools. This 
year the prize money was doubled to 
$180 with prize money awarded to 1st, 
2nd and 3rd place for both grade 7 and 
8 entries in the Poetry and Short Fiction 
categories. Thanks to Cathy Eichhorn, 
Kaarina and Brian Brooks for judging 
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It was smiles all around after a most enjoyable day on October 14th ... lunch at Mrs. 
Mitchell’s, followed by a visit to the Dufferin County Museum.

Unit 4
Report

Unit 4 ‘Weathers the Winter’

Continued on page 13

Past President & Vice-
President 
Marg Holroyd
209737 Hwy 26 W, Blue 
Mountains, ON L9Y 0M8
(705) 445-6227
mhol@rogers.com
President & Archivist
 Janet Politi Berni
(705) 445-7712  
 jpolitiberni@bell.net
Treasurer  
Anne Marie Inglis
35 Robinson St., Colling-
wood, ON L9Y 3L8
(705) 444-6428
anneing@lynx.org
Secretary  
Nancy Tully-Peever
ntpeever@gmail.com
Goodwill  
Carol Day Rice
(705) 428-3334
cwrice@rogers.com
Health & Insurance  
Daisie Gregory
221 John St., Stayner, ON 
L0M 1S0
(705) 428-2785
gregsta@rogers.com
Membership & Communica-
tion  
Shirley Lockwood
 (705) 428-3928
bob_shirley@rogers.com
Social & Recreation:   
Dawn Jackson
(705) 444-1554
spenex@sympatico.ca    
Directors (Social) 
Robyn Bach    
robin.bach@sympatico.ca
Carolyn Campbell-Sheen   
rsheen@bell.net
Sue Thompson    
family.thompson@sympatico.ca
Directors   
Leslie McKay
(705) 429-2775
cmckay11@rogers.com
Sharon Stewart
(705) 445-6619
stewartsharon@rogers.com

Unit 4 Executive 
2015-2016

Unit 4 has continued our ‘flurry’ of 
social activities throughout the past 
fall and winter. We ‘teed’ off the fall 
with our Annual ‘Back to School Golf/
Luncheon’. This event was held at a 
new venue, Twin Creeks Golf Club 
(formerly Wasaga Sands). Sixteen 
golfers assembled just around 9 am 
and headed out to enjoy nine holes 
of golf. Luckily, the weather held off 
and no one got wet! 

We had 
winners for the 
longest drive 
and closest to 
the pin. Ap-
p r o x i m a t e l y, 
65 people ga-
th ered for a 
delicious lunch 
of two pasta 
dishes, salads, 
rolls and more. 
It was so good 

we are heading back there this fall.
September continued to keep us 

hopping with a dedicated crew doing 
our Fairgrounds Road Cleanup and 
lunch on September 14th. Septem-
ber 30th saw a new activity for our 
members to enjoy. A Pole Walking 
Workshop was held and enjoyed 
by many. A big thank you to Sharon 
Stewart for organizing that.

 October kicked off with our 
monthly coffee break at the Affairs 
Cafe in Creemore on the 6th. Then 
on the 14th, a wonderful outing to 
the Dufferin Museum followed by 
a delicious lunch at Mrs. Mitch-
ell’s. The museum was extremely 
interesting and many expressed 
an interest in returning during their 
Christmas season.

November will be remembered 
for our coffee break on the 3rd at Egg-
smart in Collingwood. On  November Christmas craft project
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Unit 4 Executive 
2015-2016

Health Services, Insurance Report, Spring 2016
2016 Health Plan Changes: Changes to the 
RTO/ERO Health Plans were forwarded to all 
plan members in November. Please review that 
communication in detail. Key changes include:

Premium Rate Changes:
Extended Heath increased 4%. Dental Plan 
increased 2.5%. Semi-Private unchanged.
Extended Health:
Yearly maximum increased to $3,200
Paramedical coverage increased to $1,200 
per year for all practitioners combined.
Eyewear examination maximum increased 
to $150 in any two consecutive calendar years.
Hearing aids increased to $1,100 every five years.
New benefit added: Best Doctors (see below).
Dental:
Reimbursement based on 2016 Fee Guide.
Late entrants’ maximum claim in first year increased 
to $500.
Out of province/country coverage remained at 93 

days for each trip. Remember, if your trip is greater than 
93 days, you can apply for Supplemental Insurance. If 
you qualified for insurance for the first 93 days, cover-
age for Supplemental Insurance is guaranteed as long 
as there was no change to your medical stability during 
that first 93 days.
Best Doctors: Best Doctors is designed to assist mem-
bers looking for information and resources on a variety 
of topics such as expert opinions, finding specialists or 
simply “navigating” the health care system.

I would appreciate feedback from any member using 
this new resource. Please do not include any personal 
or case details; however, a general overview would be 
of benefit in responding to members seeking further in-
formation on this recent addition to our plan. Likewise, 
similar feedback from members who have accessed El-
dercare Select would also be appreciated.
Transfer “window”: There has been some confusion 
surrounding a health plan transfer window announced 
in January. That window will have closed by the time 
you read this article but I trust the following background 
provides some clarification:

Health benefits for most working teachers are de-
livered through the Ontario Teachers’ Insurance Plan 
(OTIP). However, upon retiring, there is an opportunity 
to choose who will provide these benefits in the future. 
Since OTIP offers ongoing service through RTIP (Re-

tired Teachers Insurance Plan) or ARM (Ac-
tive Retired Members), some retirees remain 
OTIP.

Retirees who become members of the 
Retired Teachers of Ontario (RTO/ERO) 
have the option of transferring their health 
benefits to the long-standing RTO/ERO 
Health Plan. Some RTO/ERO members as-
sumed benefits were being provided through 
RTO/ERO when, in fact, they continued to be 
delivered through RTIP. Since both groups 
start with “Retired Teachers”, the confusion 

is not surprising!
The RTO/ERO plan is owned by the RTO/ERO mem-

bership and Johnson Inc. is retained to manage the plan 
on RTO/ERO’s behalf. RTO/ERO plan members submit 
claims to Johnson and, in February of each year, receive 
an annual summary (on RTO/ERO letterhead) showing 
total premiums paid, claims submitted, amounts paid, 
etc. … a real boon for tax completion! If you’re not receiv-
ing that annual summary from Johnson just prior to tax 
time, you’re likely with RTIP, not RTO/ERO. 

The RTO/ERO Plan is a group plan, whereas plans 
offered by RTIP are individual plans. Transfer between 
group plans is guaranteed without the need of a medical; 
however, transfers from an individual plan require the 
completion of a medical questionnaire.

At the beginning of the year, a number of RTIP mem-
bers, dissatisfied with the renewal details of their policies, 
approached the provincial office of RTO/ERO enquiring 
about the possibility of transferring to the RTO/ERO group 
plan. As a result, on Jan 26, the Health Services and Insur-
ance Committee approved a motion to implement a 30-day, 
open-enrollment window for RTIP/ARM policy holders, sub-
ject to RTO/ERO membership eligibility.

Teachers and other educational workers approach-
ing retirement are encouraged to “do their homework” 
with health benefits. RTO/ERO, RTIP and ARM all have 
websites detailing coverage provided. Soon-to-be-retir-
ees are encouraged to carefully review all the informa-
tion to determine which plan best meets their individual 
needs. A medical questionnaire is not required as long as 
any transfer is completed within 60 days of cancelling the 
health benefits carried whilst working.

Travel reminders: Allianz handles all issues relat-
ing to out-of-province/country travel. If, during your trip, 
you need to seek medical attention, contact Allianz at 

Continued on page 15

Roger Heath
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Pension and Retirement Concerns Report

Sharon Kitsemetry 

Spring 2016
The Provincial Pension and Retirement 

Concerns Committee(PP&RC) produces 
Fact Sheets as a benefit to members. These 
Fact Sheets are available exclusively to RTO/
ERO members in the Members Centre of the 
RTO/ERO website. The Fact Sheets are or-
ganized on a variety of social, health, legal, 
pension and financial issues.

“Staging Our Aging” – A Centre for Work-
shops and Resources was part of a recent 
PP&RC workshop. The PP&RC committee 
compiled a resource chart listing fact sheet 
and website resources for pension concerns, healthy 
aging and caregiving. Several possible retirement con-
cerns were identified by members attending the work-
shop. These included Caregiving and Dealing with Pal-
liative Care Issues/Hospice.

Members of the PP&RC monitor external organiza-
tions in an effort to identify trends and issues that would 
help assess the pension and retirement concerns envi-
ronment and address these issues. The committee will 
share some of these issues as FAQ such as:

How long can a Canadian citizen stay in the USA 

without paying US taxes?
Answer: If you complete the form known 

as FORM 8804 (Closer Connection Exemp-
tion Statement for Aliens) you can spend the 
full 182 days in the US. 

NB: Consult page 3 at www.irs.gov/pub/
irs-pdf/f8840.pdf 

How long can you be away from your 
province and keep your provincial health in-
surance?

Answer: British Columbia, Alberta, Mani-
toba, Ontario and Nova Scotia require at least 
five months of residence in the province to 

continue health insurance coverage.
Newfoundland and Labrador requires four months.
To get provincial health benefits back after losing 

them usually requires living in the province for three 
months before coverage begins again. 

If a member of District 17 has a pension or retirement 
concern question that the Provincial Committee may be 
able to answer, a suggestion for a Fact Sheet, or a re-
source please submit to me at sharonkit@hotmail.ca.

Submitted by Sharon Kitsemetry

Range of activities over District 17 Cont. from page 1

 introductions, welcomed everyone and then invited 
Goodwill Chair Gail Croll to lead us in O Canada 
followed by In Memoriam in remembrance of those 
who are no longer with us.

Our business was conducted with reports from 
our Treasurer, Henry Gabriels, who assured us 
that our finances were in tip-top shape, as well as 
from the various committee chairs. Our Esteemed 
Archivist, Lu LaFrance, arranged a display of the 

photographic history of 
our Units and District to 
the delight of the mem-
bers present. 

President Marg also 
set up a slide show on 
our new display monitor 
which ran during lunch. 

Each Unit then re-

ported on their activities to date as well as provid-
ing information on upcoming events and activi-
ties. Once again we were reminded of the wide 
range of opportunities that our members have for 
engagement and participation in the form of com-
munity service, gatherings, outings, coffe breaks  
and luncheons.

For entertainment, we were regaled through 
the humour of our ‘Mystery Guest’ who bore an 
uncanny similarity to our Esteemed Archivist. 
Perhaps they are twins?

In closing, President Marg thanked everyone 
who worked to make this day such a success, 
and shared her appreciation for the dedication 
and contributions of all of the membership and 
encouraged us all to stay involved and active in 
our organization.

Submitted by Glenn Conduit
Our ‘Mystery Guest’ leaving 

the group, is it Lu?
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Three grant recipients were selected from this 
year’s applicants. As always it was difficult narrow-
ing down the selection. The three recipients are Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of the Georgian Triangle, the 
Barrie Music – Dance Festival, and CASLE.

Barrie Music Festival’s Dance Workshops 
This is the inaugural year for the Barrie Dance 

Workshops. After six years of success with the Bar-
rie Festival of High School Musicals and Dramas, 

the Barrie Mu-
sic Festival are 
expanding to 
include Dance. 
For this first 
year they are of-
fering a Dance 
workshop op-
portunity to lo-
cal students. 
The Workshops 
will have quali-
fied adjudica-

tors to provide 
constructive critiques to the dancers. Each dancer 
will receive a DVD copy of their routine with an adju-
dication voiceover. This project aims to provide the 
link from dance studio/class to competition. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Georgian Triangle
The specific request from this Organization was 

funding sup port for the After School Homework Club 
located at Moun-
tain View Public 
School in Colling-
wood. The focus 
of this program 
provides youth 
a safe and fun 
place after school 
where there are 
friendly, support-
ive volunteers 
and staff to as-
sist them. The 
program strives 
to encourage an 

District 17 grant recipients for 2016

RTO/ERO sponsor Peggy Gemmell 
looks on as President Marg Holroyd 
presents the cheque to Katie Pergau. 

L to r: Unit 4 Executive Member Leslie 
McKay, RTO/ERO Member/program 

Volunteer Iona Tough, BBBS Homework 
Program Coordinator Christie Coutts, 

District 17 President Marg Holroyd

awareness of core values and to support the de-
velopment of life skills including nutrition, physical 
exercise, and positive mental activity. RTO/ERO 
member Iona Tough is an active volunteer in this 
worthwhile program. If you are interested in as-
sisting, contact the Program Coordinator Christie 
Coutts at the Collingwood Branch of BBBS.

CASLE
CASLE, Continued Adult Special Learning 

Experience, is a pilot program organized by RTO 
member Sheri Bulfon. The young adults who attend 
are involved in basic literacy and numeracy, the 

Arts, Cooking, 
Phys Ed, 
specific train-
ing skills (job 
related), and 
their own per-
sonal goals. 
These flexible 
programs will 
be run by vol-
unteers, many 
of whom are 
R T O / E R O 
members, and 

will be modified 
to fit the needs, 

strengths and interests of the group. CASLE pro-
vides an opportunity for these young adults to con-
tinue their learning experience in a format familiar 
to them.

District 17 allocates up to $4,000 in grant 
money annually for not-for-profit groups and or-
ganizations with projects of benefit to children, 
seniors or the community in general. RTO/ERO 
members are encouraged to promote our grant 
program in their communities. Note: applications 
will be available on the District 17 web site (www.
district17.rto-ero.org) in June. These are not due 
until December 1, 2016 but it is good to start 
thinking about possible projects now. The grant 
contributions to a variety of community projects 
also raise the profile of RTO-ERO.

Submitted with photos by Marg Holroyd

CASLE founder Sheri Bulfon and CASLE 
volunteers RTO/ERO members Sharon 

Stewart and Leslie MacKay are presented 
the cheque by Marg
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At the Fall Senate: Observers Andy Prokopich, Unit 3 and 
Janice Napp, Unit 2.

Observers report, 89th Senate, Fall 2015
FALL SENATE – October 20-21, 2015

It was a privilege to observe the Fall Senate as 
representatives of District 17. This event was again 
held in Toronto, at the Toronto Marriott Eaton Cen-
tre. (It was good to hear, during the senate discus-
sions, that the Board does look into the facilities at 
other locations in Toronto to choose an appropriate, 
cost effective Senate location and also requests that 
any difficulties at a Senate be rectified to RTO/ERO’s 
satisfaction. One major difficulty did happen at the 
previous Senate which the hotel did rectify during this 
Fall Senate, much to the satisfaction of the Fall at-
tendees.)

The December issue of Liaison found at http://
www.rto-ero.org/publications/liaison and the Winter 
2015 edition of Renaissance (page 6-9) gives some 
excellent overall highlights of the Fall Senate. We 
hope that you have had a chance to read these arti-
cles. What we would like to share from the Senate is 
more of a personal observer level.

We found that Senate was a great way to:
See RTO/ERO democracy at work – all members 

were listened to and were able to ask questions; the 
voting process for the Board from nominations to 
elections allowed for a well-chosen Board; motions 
from the floor were given the appropriate deliberation 
time before voting.

Be proud of our District – Gail King as a member 
of the Executive Committee – Constitution Commit-
tee. Gail had a very busy few days….as a presenter 
in the Orientation for Senate workshop; as part of 
the Resolutions Committee helping individuals and 
groups with the wording of any resolutions they might 
be bringing from the floor; and as one of the Speakers 
presiding over the Senate. Congratulations, Gail, on 
a job well done! 

Daisie Gregory – receiving her well-deserved 
RTO/ERO Distinguished Member Award at the Sen-
ate Dinner. Thank you, Daisie, for being such a big of 
our organization in the Unit, District and at Provincial. 
RTO/ERO is a better organization because of your 
work! 

Marg Holroyd and Glenn Conduit - excellent Sen-
ators to represent District 17. You could see how the 
knowledge base of our District has been traditionally 
passed from one person to the next and the benefit of 
increasing that knowledge through the two observers 

that the District sends.
Hear of the generosity of RTO/ERO – the Annual 

Charitable Donation of $10,000 was awarded this 
year to a District 44 endorsed Nipissing Serenity Hos-
pice; $89,100 was awarded to the 2015 Project – Ser-
vice to Others approved projects, including $4000 to 
District 17’s The Gift of Music Violin and Cello Project, 
Part of Orillia Youth Symphony Orchestra (OYSO); as 
well, around the back of the Senate Hall were dis-
plays of 2014 projects.

Learn how the RTO/ERO Foundation is work-
ing to support seniors across Canada – Dr. Paula 
Rochon, RTO/ERO Chair in Geriatric Medicine, spoke 
to the Senators and Observers via a taped message 
(unfortunately she had been double booked but this 
message was excellently produced); the 2015 grant 
announcement was made – $32,300 to the University 
of Ottawa for its project Interprofessional Education 
in Undergraduate Medical Education – A Simulation 
Project. Details on both topics can be found in Winter 
2015 Renaissance (page 10).

Listen to the reports from all the various Commit-
tees working for all of us at the Provincial level and 
be able to ask questions if needed. We noticed that in 
the list of Provincial Committee appointments, in ad-
dition to previously mentioned Gail King as a member 
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10th, we slid in a small but tasteful oil tasting at 
Collingwood Olive Oil Co. On the 18th, our Unit 4 
team placed second in the Unit 1 Curling Bonspiel. 
Congratulations from all at Unit 4!!

December was merry with a coffee break on 
the 1st at Coffee Culture in Stayner. This was fol-
lowed by Christmas Crafts for Seniors hosted by 
Carol Day Rice. Impossibly cute snowmen were 
created by this crafty bunch!!

January started off fresh with a Coffee Break 
on the 5th at Georgian Bay Family Restaurant in 
Collingwood. Robyn Bach then graciously hosted 

More activities from Unit 4 Continued from page 8

our Potluck and Games on the 19th to break the 
winter’s blahs.

We lept into February with a coffee break on 
the 2nd at Eggsmart in Collingwood. A dedicated 
group of crafters then showed some love by at-
tending the Valentine Cards and Crafts for Seniors 
hosted by Sharon Stewart.

 Be sure to check your ‘Mark Your Calendar 
2016” for activities to enjoy this spring and sum-
mer, and at www.district17.rto-ero.org

Submitted by Dawn Jackson, photos from Sharon Stewart.

of the Constitution Committee, Paul Healy has been 
appointed to the Member Services Committee. Con-
gratulations!

Get to know RTO/ERO Executive Director, Jim 
Grieve, through seeing him interact during the Sen-
ate both at the formal Senate table and between 
times with members as well as during an informative 
power point video when he spoke. He is invigorating 
and has lots of ideas to strengthen RTO/ERO that he 
would like to see developed. We are fortunate to have 
him as Executive Director.

In closing, we would again like to thank District 17 
for encouraging us to attend the 89th Fall Senate as 
Observers. It has given us a better idea of the larger 
scope of our organization.

Respectfully submitted by Janice Napp and Andy Prokopich

Senate attendees from District 17: Janice Napp, Gail 
King, Daisie Gregory, Marg Holroyd, Andy Prokopich. 

Missing was Glenn Conduit.

Left: Unit 4 was well represented at the curling bonspiel hosted 
by Unit 1 on November 18th, placing second overall.  Well 

done! Above: Nottawa Grade 2 students created Valentine cards 
our Members delivered to our Senior Retired Teachers.
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WATCH FOR SIGN UP INFORMATION IN YOUR SCHOOL

MEAL INCLUDED 
Cost: $20 per person 
spouses / significant others  

are welcome 
$10 will be refunded upon 
 attendance at workshop

Simcoe County District 17  
Retired Teachers of Ontario

cordially invites you to our

RETIREMENT PLANNING WORKSHOP
For all employees in Education 

Thursday, November 10, 2016 
4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Holiday Inn, Churchill Meeting Rooms
20 Fairview Road, Barrie

Topics 
• Pension and Financial Concerns
• Health Benefits and Insurance

• Personal Considerations
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the earliest opportunity. Ideally, this should be be-
fore you seek medical attention. If that is not possible, 
make sure contact is made within 48 hours; failure 
to do so could limit your claim to $2,000. Remember, all 
travel insurance provides cover only for sudden and 
unforeseen circumstances. 

Once you have contacted Allianz, they will provide 
guidance. If on-going care is required, once stable, Allianz 
may require you to return home for continued treatment. 
Should you decide to ignore that directive, you jeopardize 
all future claims associated with that condition.

If you require pre-trip guidance, give Allianz a 
call. Although all claims are subject to a review of your 
medical files, Allianz can often review information you 
provide over the phone and guide you accordingly. 

To qualify for trip cancellation, a trip must be 
cancelled prior to the scheduled departure date. If pos-

Health Report
Continued from page 9

sible, members are advised to contact Allianz before 
cancelling (medical emergency excepted) in order to 
confirm that the reason for cancellation will qualify for 
reimbursement.
Health Plan Booklets: To keep costs down, these 
booklets are issued every three years. The next issue 
is due January 2017. In the meantime, as new informa-
tion is provided, members are encouraged to update 
their booklets accordingly.
Renaissance: Members are reminded that Renaissance 
should be regarded as a primary source of information on 
RTO/ERO Health Plans. The Health Wise pull-out section 
is intended to be removed and stored with the Insurance 
Plans Booklet. In addition to providing specific informa-
tion regarding the RTO/ERO Health Plans, the magazine 
also provides information on general health matters in the 
Health Wise section of the magazine.
Questions: If you have any questions regarding RTO/
ERO Health Plans, send an e-mail to rsheath@mcw.
net or leave a message at (705) 737-9620.

Roger Heath (District 17 Health Representative)

With the fall election in October 2015 federal elec-
tion materials and additional funds from Provincial 
were sent to the district to promote voter awareness 
of public concerns supported by RTO/ERO. A generic 
advertisement was prepared at the Provincial level 
that could be used by all Districts. 

Our district contracted with Metroland newspapers 
and ran a Simcoe County ad that focused on the two 
most important issues facing RTO/ERO members 
being healthcare and pensions that was distributed 
throughout Simcoe County. The advertisement in-
cluded RTO/ERO recommendations and encouraged 
members and the general public to exercise their dem-
ocratic right to vote.

The PAC fall report included the following high-
lights:

Chair Paul Brazeau welcomed our new President 
Martin Higgs in his new role and Past President June 
Szeman in her new role as Provincial Executive liaison 
to PAC.

President Higgs updated PAC of the recent Pro-
vincial Executive Planning session.

The need to make Renaissance more inclusive 
and the Fact Sheets more dynamic.

The President reported that strategies have been 

identified to enhance RTO/ERO’s profile over the next 
10 years.

Executive Director Jim Grieve informed PAC of ac-
tivities started and planned in the organization includ-
ing the upcoming renovations and other plans for the 
building at 18 Spadina Road.

Sylvia Link, RTO/ERO’s new Director of Marketing 
and Communications, joined the meeting and shared 
her observations/first impressions with the committee.

PAC Committee motion to the Provincial Executive 
that in light of the investment RTO/ERO has made to 
Geriatic research, that the Provincial Executive en-
deavour to meet with the appropriate Ministries to fur-
ther the steps being taken to ensure that a geriatric 
rotation is a mandatory part of coursework in Ontario’s 
faculties of medicine and nursing.

PAC will review PAC website resources in order to 
make appropriate deletions and additions to the content.

PAC is also reviewing and collating the Districts 
involvement in the federal election.

PAC continues to monitor the important issues and 
organizations that are relevant and impact the mem-
bers of RTO/ERO.

Andy Prokopich, Political Advocacy Representative

Political Advocacy Report Spring 2016
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Dr. Paula Rochon - RTO/ERO Chair in 
Geriatric Medicine 

Dr. Rochon is the guest contributor in 
the winter issue of Renaissance and will 
also be attending Spring Senate in May. 

Get to know more about Dr. Rochon by 
visiting Jim Grieve’s blog to hear his Janu-
ary 25th interview with the RTO/ERO Chair 
in Geriatric Medicine. Go to: https://www.
rto-ero.org/walkwithme/jim-interviews-dr-
rochon-rtoero-chair-in-geriatric-medicine.

2015 Grant Announcement 
The Foundation Board approved full-

funding support to the University of Ot-
tawa, for its project Interprofessional Education in 
Undergraduate Medical Education – a Simulation 
Project. Please see the full article in your winter is-
sue of Renaissance. 

Distinguished Member Awards for 2015
Each year RTO/ERO awards $350 to distin-

guished members of RTO/ERO to be presented to 
their favourite charity. At Fall Senate, the 2015 award 
winners, Daisie Gregory of District 17, Simcoe and 
Roger Lalonde of District 27 Ottawa-Carlton decided 
to designate the RTO/ERO Foundation as their char-
ity of choice. We are deeply honoured and most ap-
preciative. 

Donations In Memory
Please promote the Foundation as a char-

ity of choice for families to request when a loved 
one/member passes away.  Wording that can 
be used at funeral homes and in obituaries is:  
As an expression of sympathy, donations may be 
made to the RTO/ERO Foundation, 300-18 Spadina 
Rd., Toronto, ON  M5R 2S7  1-800-361-9888

Note: All District 17 (and Unit) In Memoriam do-
nations made for deceased members will go to the 
RTO/ERO Foundation in the event that the family 
of the deceased has not specifically designated an-
other charity.

Funeral Home Donation Cards
Thanks to the generous donation in kind of Har-

mony Printing, all RTO/ERO districts now have In 

Memoriam donation cards available in 
area funeral homes. The delivery of these 
packages was well-received by the funeral 
homes in District 17 and each unit rep was 
also given donation cards for use by the 
unit.

In Honour Cards
These cards can be used when recog-

nizing members and special friends with 
a gift to the RTO/ERO Foundation in their 
honour. District and Unit reps will receive 
sample cards at the April district execu-
tive meeting. In Memoriam and In Honour 
inserts are also available to be used with 

regular greeting cards. 

Johnson Inc.
The Fall Senate banquet saw Ken Bennett, Presi-

dent of Johnson Inc. present a cheque for $50,000 to 
our Foundation President, Valerie Mah. This marked 
the first of five $50,000 installments over five years to-
taling $250,000.  This pledge by Johnson Inc. is the 
second huge commitment made by Johnson Inc. since 
the founding of the Foundation.

PLEASE NOTE:
Our local press deadlines do not always coincide 

with provincial announcements and information shar-
ing. Members are reminded to check the recent is-
sues of Liaison and Renaissance, as well as the 
provincial and district websites, for up-to-date in-
formation between newsletters.

How To Donate
Online: www.rto-ero.org/support-the-foundation/ways-
to-give
Phone: Yolanda (office hours: Mon., Wed., Thurs.: 
8:30-4:30) 416-962-9463 or 1-800-361-9888 Ext. 245
Email: ybronstein@rto-ero.org 
Mail: Cheques payable to: RTO/ERO Foundation 300-
18, chemin Spadina Road, Toronto ON M5R 2S7
Content from RTO/ERO Foundation and Renaissance magazine.

Submitted by Janet Politi Berni, 
District 17 Foundation Representative

RTO/ERO Foundation Report Spring 2016

Janet Politi Berni
District 17 

Foundation Rep.
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Unit 2 Fall luncheon meetings  Cont. from page 6

plored this tour except for joining with RTO/ERO friends. 
The Coordinating Committee hopes that this type of event 
will continue. One has been developed for June 2016, 
check in the Schedule of Events and later in this article.
Recognition Award Presentation: On Monday, October 
5th, a very special event was arranged by Joan Banbury 
at a local Orillia nursing home in conjunction with a singing 
group of RWTO called ‘The School Belles’. Unbeknownst 
to one of the residents, during the middle of the concert, 
Joan Banbury and Janice Napp were asked to present 
Elaine Brooks with her RTO District 17 Special Recognition 
pin and certificate. Elaine was surprised and absolutely de-
lighted. Helen Doyle, a member of ‘The School Belles’ and 
the Unit 2 Coordinating Committee, also joined in congratu-
lating Elaine. Many of ‘The School Belles’ had worked with 
Elaine when she was teaching or as phoners when Elaine 
was a Phone Captain for Unit 2 so that made this presenta-
tion all the more poignant for the retired teachers present. 
RTO/ERO ‘Project Service to Others’ Presentation: On 
Thursday, November 5, 2015 at St. Paul’s Centre, Orillia, 
RTO/ERO District 17 Past President Gail King joined Unit 
2 members, Joan Banbury, Helen Doyle, Janice Napp and 
Patty Smith to deliver an award to the Orillia Youth Sym-
phony Orchestra (OYSO) for their project ‘The Gift of Music 
– Violin and Cello Project’, a grant of $4,000. The Coordi-
nating Committee members were thrilled to learn that the 
efforts of two of Unit 2’s members, Mayumi Kumagai Bailey 
and W. Bruce McWhinnie, were recognized through RTO/
ERO’s ‘Project Service to Others’ provincial grants.

Mayumi is well-known to many of the Committee mem-
bers through her Out-Reach string instrument program, 
which operates in about seven local schools including one 
High School. She has been organizing, running and teach-
ing this program, as well as developing teaching skills in 
local teaching staff for many years. Some of these students 
move on to join the Orillia Youth Symphony Orchestra 
where Bruce McWhinnie volunteers as a Board member. 
Mayumi continues to assist with the OYSO as well.

Anna Proctor, our contact point with OYSO, chose No-
vember 5th as it was just prior to a regular OSYO practice. 
RTO/ERO members were able to see the youth setting up 
for their practice with the usual tuning going on. Younger 
members were being helped cooperatively by the experi-
enced older members. The OYSO conductor, Oliver, was 
able to watch over the industrious work. Finally everything 
was ready, the OYSO members were gathered in front of 
their banner to be told by Oliver about the grant which will 
allow for the purchase of 12 violins and three cellos to im-
prove the school Out-Reach program. To think, some of 

these youth are in Grade 3 and only playing for a little over 
a year!! Great work, Mayumi, Blair, Anna and Oliver for in-
stilling this love of music in our youth!
Goodwill: Unit 2’s outreach to members is accomplished 
by two Coordinating Committee volunteers, Joan Banbury 
(our main Coordinator who covers Orillia and area) and An-
drea Millward (who covers Coldwater to Penetanguishene 
and all parts between). Between September and the end of 
December 2015, they have sent 49 Birthday cards and 121 
Christmas cards to members 80 and over; visited six mem-
bers; sent seven ‘In Memoriam’ donations and 14 ‘Sympa-
thy/Thinking of You’ cards. Thank you, Joan and Andrea! 
Please contact these dedicated volunteers if you know a 
member that should be remembered.
Coming Events: Unit 2 Spring Meeting – Wednesday, 
May 4, 2016 11:30am at the Coldwater Curling Club Pot-
luck Lunch so bring a casserole, salad, dessert to share as 
well as your own plate, cup and utensils. Business meeting 
will include the Installation of Unit 2 Officers for 2016-17. 
By special request – The Pensionnaires – with some local 
RTO/ERO members will entertain. Please join us.

‘Out & About’ at Northbrook Farm – A Century Home 
– Wednesday, June 15, 2016 at 11:30am A light lunch fol-
lowed by Home and Garden Tour limited to a maximum of 
20 people. Cost details in the Schedule of Events.

The Coordinating Committee is always looking for 
other ideas for events. If you have an idea or would like to 
join our Coordinating Committee, please contact a Commit-
tee member. All ideas and assistance is welcome. “Many 
hands make light work!” 

Submitted with photos by Janice Napp

Some of the members of Unit 2’s Coordinating Committee 
for 2015-2016 taken at the May 6, 2015 AGM held in 

Coldwater. (l to r) Renie Drybrough, Patty Smith, Marilyn 
Elliott, Lorrie Smelko, Joan Banbury and Helen Doyle. 

(Absent for the photo: Andrea Millward and Janice Napp)
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aging anyone nearing retirement to attend Retirement 
Planning Workshops.

Ausma Ozolins lead the toast to the Queen and Cana-
da. Lunch was enjoyed after Grace by Lu LaFrance. Con-
nie passed along our thanks for the delicious meal.

June Ballard reported on membership and Connie 
Gillespie, Goodwill rep., updated us on birthdays, cards, 
flowers and In Memoriams. Lots of hubbub as members 
searched for stickers under their chairs in hopes of win-
ning the rose plant centrepieces.

George introduced our entertainment ... ‘Getting 2 Be 
A Habit.’ We all joined in the familiar sing-a-long songs 
lead by Chris and Janet Ness. Thanks were extended by 
June Ballard.

The meeting ended at 2 pm with Words of Wisdom 
from the Small Town Philosopher, aka George Allen.

Unit 1’s meeting  Unit 1 Spring Luncheon will be held at Ferndale Ban-
quet Hall (24 Ferndale Industrial Drive in Barrie).  Social 
time starts at 10:30 followed by a business meeting, and 
lunch at 12:15.  After lunch entertainment will be a visit by 
‘The Small Town Philosopher.’ There is a bar available. 

Respectfully submitted by Betty MacMillan

Continued from page 5 

Biking Event 
on 

Tay Trail
Victoria Harbour to Midland

on
Thursday, Sept. 29,  10:30 am

Details available at spring luncheon 
or email

george.allen@sympatico.ca

Curling Event
at

Elmvale Curling Club
on

Wednesday, Nov. 16, 2016

Details available at spring luncheon
or email

george.allen@sympatico.ca

Great sweeping got it over! First curling bonspiel  at 
Elmvale curling club hosted by Unit 1..
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Getting the bonspiel organized was difficult because 
of conflicting events that decreased the number of teams 
several times. Then on November 18, 2015, six teams of 
fun-loving individuals showed up, and we all knew it was 
going to be a great day. All four RTO/ERO units were rep-
resented.

Lunch was provided by Valley Farms, chicken and 
pulled pork pies with Caesar salad and squares. Com-
ments were very complimentary.

The winner was a team from Orillia skipped by Jane 
Binns. Binn’s team had one point more that the second 
place team from Unit 4 skipped by Bill Courtney. His 
daughter, also a retired teacher, was a prominent mem-
ber of the team. Elmer McFadden’s Elmvale team placed 
third. Elmer is 86 years of age, proof that you still compete 
through many years of retirement.

George Allen, bonspiel organizer, presented the win-
ning teams with a litre of maple syrup each and a photo 
frame noting their place of finish, along with a logo of the 
event. All other participants received a jar of honey and 
photo frame with the message “There is always next year.” 
Unit 1 provided $200 of the money used to buy prizes. 

Neil Urquhart captured the fun with his great camera 
skills. 

There was consensus that a similar event should be 
planned for next year. 

Throughout the day there was great excitement as 
people met old friends and told their stories. Bruce Fraser 
informed us that his first event as a curler was in the Elm-
vale Curling Rink many years ago at an OPSMTF Bon-

spiel (Ontario Public School Men Teachers Federation) 
organized by George. Bruce was part of a District entry 
organized by Gail King. It included Paul Healy and Andy 
Prokopich. 

One pair hadn’t seen each other since they competed 
at a Track and Field Meet as high school students. 

Bill Courtney, when he first retired, was president of 
STO (Superannuated Teachers of Ontario), which later be-
came RTO/ERO. 

A team of teachers from the Orillia Curling Club partici-
pated in the first annual RTO/ERO Curling Bonspiel at the 
Elmvale Curling Club. The team of Diane Cowden, lead 
(Simcoe Board), Mary Thib, second (Timiskaming Board), 
Pam Goring, vice (Peel Board), and Jane Binns, skip (Sim-
coe County Board) were winners of this event. They en-
joyed meeting teachers from different boards that they had 
met over the years. 

It was such a fun day that they are encouraging other 
retired teachers to put in a team next year. They thank 
George for taking the time to arrange the first bonspiel.

The second place team: Hazel Gilchrist Parrish, lead  
(former Bulletin Board editor), Murray Skinkle, second (a 
former District 17 president), Lynn Daniel, vice (retired 
teacher daughter to the skip), and Bill Courtney, skip (for-
mer Superannuated Teachers of Ontario president). Wow! 
What a contribution to their profession! 

This event was arranged by George Allen and offered 
two games and a lovely lunch. Next year’s event is being 
planned for Wednesday, November 16, 2016.

Submitted by George Allen

1st District 17 Curling Bonspiel in Elmvale 

L to r: The team of Diane Cowden, lead, Mary Thib, 
second, Pam Goring, vice, and Jane Binns, skip, were 

winners of the event.

Unit 4 team (l to r) Hazel Gilchrist Parrish, lead, Murray 
Skinkle. second, Lynn Daniel, Vice (daughter of the skip 
and also retired teacher) and Bill Courtney, skip came in 
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the entries for this year’s contest.
We all enjoyed a delicious ham and scalloped 

potato dinner catered by D&M Catering .
Following our lunch Andy Prokopich introduced 

our guest speaker, Peter Monahan. Peter dressed 
in an authentic First World War replica soldier’s 
uniform, stressed the important role played by 
Canadian soldiers in WW1. He recounted many 
personal stories of local South Simcoe soldiers 
who served in the Great War. After the meeting 
members had a chance to chat with Peter and 
handle the artifacts including weapons, uniforms, 
kit and personal effects.

Four lucky members won one of the Fall plants 
that decorated the head table while others won Gift 
Certificates for Coffee Culture. Hopefully the win-
ners of those Coffee Culture certificates will come 
out and join us at one of our monthly coffee breaks 
that take place at the Coffee Cultures in Alliston at 
10 a.m. on the second Tuesday of the month and 
in Bradford on the second Wednesday of the month

Submitted with photos by Cathy Eichhorn

Weapons, uniforms and personal effects of WW1
Continued from page 7

Unit 3 member Nancy Ward with door prize.

Update contact info 
with Provincial office

Would you like to keep up to date with the 
latest RTO/ERO news and communications? 

Contact RTO/ERO’s Provincial Member-
ship Department at membership@RTO/ERO.
org, or call 1-800-361-9888 to update your 
contact information, and don’t forget your 
email address.

District 17 gets all such information from 
the Provincial office and are not allowed to 
keep track of it ourselves. So please don’t 
send it to us. 

Provincial office only accepts address 
changes from the individual who owns the 
address,so we can’t even forward this on 
your behalf.

Anne Marie Inglis, Retirement Planning Workshop 
chairperson for District 17, presenting Rob Barsevich 

with the iPad drawn at the November 25, 2015 Retirement 
Planning Workshop. Rob is from Oro-Medonte.  He’ll be 
receiving a teacher’s pension soon. He registered online 

for the  workshop that was full with 65 in attendance.
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Here for you now ... Here for your future. Since 1968.

À votre service...pour le soin de votre avenir. Depuis 1968.

Page 1 of 2

July 2013

E-9THE EXECUTOR’S CHECKLIST

legal Fact Sheet

The following is a checklist outlining the basic duties of an executor.  Further information may be obtained from 
financial institutions and funeral homes.  Note: this checklist is provided for general informational purposes only 
and that individualized check lists should be developed in consultation with professional advisers.

A. ImmedIAte dutIes

•	 Find and review the most recent will
•	 Refer to RTO/ERO Fact Sheet H-3 for ‘Important Documents” information, if this has been completed
•	 Check the safety deposit box for any other information
•	 Determine if pre-planned funeral arrangements have been made; if not, make funeral arrangements
•	 Obtain copies of death certificate
•	 Notify beneficiaries and discuss their entitlement
•	 Review the financial affairs of the deceased
•	 Take care of the immediate financial needs of the deceased 
•	 Determine if there is any life insurance or death benefits
•	 Contact RTO/ERO for further information regarding cancellation and/or changes to membership, health 

plans, and pension status 

B. Protect the estAte

•	 Advise lawyer to apply for probate (if required)
•	 Pay lawyer at the end of the process
•	 Secure home of deceased (changing locks, if necessary)
•	 Secure all bank accounts, investments, safety deposit boxes, etc. Most institutions require a certified copy of 

the will and death certificate
•	 Apply for Canada Pension Plan survivor’s benefits and death benefit
•	 Apply for OTPP survivor benefits and possible death benefits
•	 Advise Service Canada/Ontario of death and cancel CPP, and OAS and GIS pensions if applicable: www.

servicecanada.gc.ca; www.serviceontario.ca
•	 Apply to department of Veteran Affairs (or administrator of any other pertinent pension plan) for any 

survivor’s pension or death benefit (if applicable)
•	 Apply for any life insurance benefits payable to estate
•	 Notify Workers’ Compensation for any survivor’s or death benefits
•	 Contact the local OHIP office to return the deceased’s health card
•	 Review insurance on home, car, cottage, boats, trailers, and other property assets
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Page 2 of 2legal Fact Sheet
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•	 Cancel driver’s license in writing, cable, telephone, social memberships, credit cards, and subscriptions, and 
home services, as appropriate

c. AdmINIster ANd VAlue the estAte

•	 Obtain title documents for property, mortgages, certificates, bonds, and GIC’s 
•	 Determine all bank accounts and investments of various financial institutions
•	 Prepare a list of assets and liabilities
•	 Open estate bank account, close deceased’s bank accounts, and transfer assets to estate account 
•	 Administer and evaluate all personal property, real estate, and securities
•	 Advertise (if reasonably required) for creditors 
•	 Discharge all estate debts
•	 Prepare estate accounts
•	 Make arrangements for distribution of estate assets (including interim distributions, if reasonable) as stated in 

the will 
•	 Submit full accounting to beneficiaries and obtain a release letter from them upon completion of your 

executor’s duties

d. clArIfy tAx Issues

•	 Contact Canada Revenue Agency to advise of the death and the executor’s address
•	 Prepare and file all terminal tax returns (up to four different types of terminal returns may be possible),  

including outstanding returns from tax years prior to the death, within six months of the death
•	 Prepare and file all estate returns, if applicable (e.g. where estate is administered over some more substantial 

period of time following the death)
•	 Include in the preparation of the terminal (and estate, if applicable) returns all capital gains, dividends, and 

interest
•	 Use the Canada Revenue Agency’s website to assist in the information needed for all the necessary things to be 

completed
•	 seek advice of professional tax adviser, where estate is complex or if investments, citizenship or property 

ownership involves countries other than canada
•	 Request clearance certificates from tax authorities (e.g. USA) before final distribution of estate assets

See also Fact Sheets G-5, H-3
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EDITOR’S CORNER

Almost the last word
Communication with our District members is criti-

cal to the strength of the organization. The Bulletin 
Board is one of the main ways we communicate with 
every member. The newsletter is mailed to each 
member on the membership list which is maintained 
by RTO/ERO provincial office.

Right now I need someone to proof, help collect-
ing information from the units for the next issue which 
will be delivered mid August, 2016. 

The job of editor consists of collecting information 
and photos from all four units and from the district 
executive through the president. Then supervising 
the production, printing and distribution. At this time, 
printing and distribution is pretty easy since Mclaren 
Press in Bracebridge looks after it totally. 

Please contact someone on the district execu-
tive or myself if you might be interested. I really need 
someone to proof things for the next issue beginning 
in July. I can send the pages to you by email so you 
won’t even have to leave home.

– Peggy

Mark Your 
Calendar!!

DISTRICT 17
Thurs, May 26: Spring AGM Luncheon at Ferndale Banquet 
Hall, 24 Ferndale Industrial Drive, Barrie. 10 am social, 10:30 
am meeting, 12 noon lunch. No charge. RSVP to Marg Holroyd 
before May 12. (See page 2). 
UNIT 1
Thurs, May 3: Spring AGM Luncheon at Ferndale Banquet Hall, Barrie, 
10:30 am - social time; 11 business meeting; 12:15 luncheon. 
Tues., Sept. 27: Bike Ride on Tay Shore Trail. Open to all Dist. 17 
members. Contact George Allen. See ad on page 18.
Wed., Nov. 16: RTO/ERO Dist 17 Curling Bonspiel in Elmvale. All units 
invited. $25 per person Contact George Allen. See ad on page 18.
UNIT 2
Wed. May 4: Unit 2 Spring Meeting  11:30am at the Coldwater 
Curling Club Potluck Lunch so bring a casserole, salad, dessert 
to share as well as your own plate, cup and utensils. Business 
meeting will include the Installation of Unit 2 Officers for 2016-17. 
By special request – The Pensionnaires – with some local RTO/
ERO members will entertain members. Please join us.
Wed. June 15: ‘Out & About’ at Northbrook Farm – A Century 
Home.11:30am A light lunch followed by Home and Garden Tour 
Limited to a maximum of 20 people. Cost details in the Schedule 
of Events.

UNIT 3
Tues. May 3: Spring General Meeting and Luncheon. Registra-
tion @ 11 a.m.  St. Paul’s Catholic Church Hall, Alliston , ON
Coffee Breaks:   
Alliston Coffee Culture 10 a.m. second Tuesday of the month  
(Sept. - June)
Bradford Coffee Culture 10 a.m. second Wednesday of the 
month  (Sept. - June)
UNIT 4
Thurs., April 28: Lunch and Creemore Brewery Tour. Lunch from 
the menu at 11:30 at Creemore Kitchen followed by a tour of 
Creemore Brewery. …… Contact Robyn Bach by April 14 (robin.
bach@sympatico.ca, 705-445-9760)
Tues., May 3: Coffee Break: 9:30 at Affairs Cafe, Creemore
Mon., May 9(raindate May 10): Fairgrounds Road Cleanup (con-
tact Hazel Gilchrist-Parrish (705-428-3528) Meet at Shrine Club 
at 9:00 a.m. Lunch to follow.
Thurs., May 19: Unit 4 Spring/Luncheon at Collingwood United 
Church. Catherine Brown will entertain us. Sign up sheets for 
activities will be available at the meeting.Cost: $17.00. Pay-
ment by cheque to Anne Marie Inglis by May 5. Cheque subject: 
Spring Luncheon. Contact person: Robyn Bach (robin.bach@
sympatico.ca, 705-445-9760)
Thurs., May 26: District 17 Spring Luncheon/ Meeting, 10:30 
a.m. Ferndale Banquet Hall, 24 Ferndale Industrial Drive, Barrie
Wed., June 1: 1:30-3:30 p.m. “Remember When” musical en-
tertainment by Norris Vines of “The Platters”. Royal Canadian 
Legion, 490 Ontario St.,Collingwood. Limited tickets-$6.00.  Con-
tact: Sharon Stewart (stewartsharon@rogers.com) to reserve 
individual or group seating. Cheques to Anne Marie Inglis by May 
19. Cheque Subject: “Remember When”.
Tues., June 7: Coffee Break: 9:30 at Sunset Grill, Wasaga 
Beach
Wed., June 15th: King’s Wharf Theatre and optional lunch, 

patio dining at The Boathouse. Performance of Aladdin. 
Adults-$41.00, Under 19 years of age-$30.00. Payment to Anne 
Marie Inglis by May 6th. Cheque subject: “Aladdin” and please 
indicate # of adult and # of youth tickets. Contact: Dawn Jackon 
(spenex@sympatico.ca, 705-444-1554) if planning on patio 
dining.
Tues., July 5: Coffee Break: 9:30 at Georgian Bay Family Res-
taurant, Collingwood
Tues., August 2: Coffee Break; 9:30 At Georgian Circle Restau-
rant, Wasaga Beach
Tues., September 6: Fall Meeting and Golf/Luncheon.  To be 
held at Twin Creeks Golf Club (formerly Wasaga Sands) More 
details to follow. Payment by cheque to Anne Marie Inglis by 
August 23 (cost to follow) Cheque subject: “Golf and Luncheon” 
or “Luncheon” 

Advanced registration for events; CHEQUE only!!
Watch for details to follow for many of the above events includ-
ing costs!
Cheques should be made payable to RTO/ERO District 17, Unit 
4. Mail cheques to Anne Marie Inglis, 35 Robinson St., Colling-
wood, ON, L9Y 3L8 by due date.
More info: Dawn Jackson (705-444-1554, spenex@sympatico.
ca)  Check updates on website: district 17.rto-ero.org

Deadline for next issue: 
on or about July 1st, 2016
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If undeliverable, please return to RTO/ERO District 17, c/o 709-65 Ellen Street, Barrie, ON L4N 3A5 

In Memoriam
They planted the seeds of knowledge 
in the fertile minds of their students 

and laid the foundations for  
our nation’s growth.

To their family and friends, we extend 
our deepest sympathy.

God speed you!

Barb Berriault
Therese Belcourt
Florence S. Byrnell
Ron Cowdy
David R. Davidson
William D. Dunkley
John A. Dunlop
Lyn M. Egsgard
Ruth Fraser
Mary A. Gale
Philip W. Lowery
Clarence H. Mackie
Tom E. Marr
John E. McCaw

Gerald Megraw
Joyce F. Mikita
E. Agnes Mills
Beatrice R. Moreau
Lorna Joan Morris
Christiane Osborne
Carol L. Peet
Paul Quilty
Agnes E. Ronan
Brooke Rothwell
Kurt Schick
David Shepherd
Mary C. Tapscott
Natalie Wheatstone


