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On September 28, 2017 the

District 17 Executive present-
ed RTO/ERO Recognition 
Awards to three mem-
bers, nominated by their 
Units. Congratulations 
to George Allen, Franc-
es Wardle and Robyn 
Bach.

Unit One would like 
to recognize George Al-
len for his leadership and 
outstanding participation in 
RTO/ERO. In addition to provid-
ing leadership, George has organ-
ized cycling activities and curling 
bonspiels open to all units plus, on 
occasion, entertained the unit with 
the poetic wit of “The Small Town 
Philosopher.”  George has served 
as president for many years, and 
his community service has not been 
limited to RTO/ERO.  

He is a passionate advocate 
of smaller communities and the 
importance of retaining schools in 

those communities. He has 
written so many books 

on Elmvale that he is 
affectionately referred 
to as “Elmvale’s Unof-
ficial Mayor”.  Clearly 
that is not too far from 
the truth as last year he 

received a John Graves 
Simcoe ‘Canada 150’ 

Award for contributions to 
community.  George also received a 
special ‘Canada 150’ Trustee Award 
from SCDSB for his contribution to 
students since retirement. 

 In 2007, George received the 
Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee 
Medal in recognition of outstand-
ing and exemplary contribution to 
his community. Congratulations 
George!

Business and visiting at the 
Fall Luncheon

RTO/ERO, District 17, Simcoe County  

The

Bulletin
Board

Here for you now ... here for your future. Since 1968. • A votre service ... pour le soin de votre avenir. Depuis 1968.

Volume30 • Issue 1 • Spring, 2018  



Page 2 • The Bulletin Board Spring 2018

DISTRICT 17

Message from the President New members!

Happy 50th Anniversary to all RTO/ERO District 
17 – Simcoe County members and their families!!

As I write this column in the middle of February, 
the snow continues to fall in Simcoe County, which 
is fantastic for those like myself who like to ‘play in 
the snow’. For those that don’t, the days are longer 
and spring is around the corner….you have made 
it through the worst of winter!

I would like to thank all the Units for the wonder-
ful welcome that I have received at each Unit event 
that I have attended during my term as President. I 
am amazed to hear about all the community projects that our members 
are involved with. We are definitely full, vibrant members of each of the 
Simcoe County communities that we live in. Our activity supports our 
communities and certainly did not stop at retirement. As of February 1, 
2018, our District 17 membership stands at 2671 members!

March 14, 1968 was the date of the first Senate of the STO (Superan-
nuated Teachers of Ontario). In 1972, District 17 of the STO was formed 
in York-Simcoe which lasted until 1985 when York became District 34. 

Janice Napp

Unit 1 Simcoe Centre
Elizabeth Bigwin
Marianne Bond
Dave Chalmers
Johanne Clark
David Farquharson
L Francis
Douglas Gaukroger
Gary Gentle
Betty Gregory
James Hamilton
Lawrence Hughes
Monique Junkin
Bozena Kwiatkowska-White
Gregory Lloyd
Liane Loiskandl
Peter McKenna
Alice Mirtsos
Heather Parno
Marlene Phemister
Natalia Pyskir
Deborah Rinas
Judith Smith
Jayne Sugden
Janette Summerfield
Lesley Thompson
Linda Wallis Dean
Jo-Ann White-McKenna
Joyce Wilson
Leona Winteringham

Unit 2 Simcoe North
Marilyn Broome
Marion Brown
Richard Clendinning
Gerald Healy
Linda Healy
George Hulland
Sheila Miles
Nancy Pigden
Malcolm Sinclair
Lei-Lanie Sparkes
Susan Trenholm
Jennifer Weaver

Unit 3 Simcoe South 
Ellen Cottrell
Deborra Cowen
Michael Gagnon
Marian Henderson
Dorothy Lesage
Catherine McClure
Ana Prokopich

Unit 4 Simcoe West
Geoffrey Ayton
Bruce Bell 
Sharon Bloomfield
Douglas Fox 
Mary Anne Giannini
William Ironside
Karen Jay-Moore
Julie Morin
Jeanette Mount
Robert Potter
Sherrill Rioux
Lvonne Rolling
Judith Topping
Kelly Vaine
Kelley Weir
Karen Wiley

RTO/ERO District 17 – Simcoe County 
invites you to the 

District AGM and Spring Luncheon and 
50th Anniversary Celebration

Thursday, May 24, 2018

Ferndale Banquet Hall

24 Ferndale Industrial Dr., Barrie
10:30am – Social
11:00am – Meeting & Elections
12:00 Noon – Lunch
1:00pm – 50th Anniversary Celebrations with guest Martha 
Foster, Chair of the RTO/ERO Board and 
District 17’s June Szeman 50th Anniversary Award Presentation
There is no charge for members attending this 
luncheon (non-members $22).
RSVP to Janice Napp is requested before Thursday, May 10, 2018
Email: janicenapp@gmail.com    Phone: 705-323-3307
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District 17 Executive Board
2017 to 2018

In 1998 the name changed to the one with which we 
are now familiar – RTO/ERO, yet change continues 
to happen as at the upcoming Senate, May 28-30, 
2018, your Senators (myself and VP Carole Allen) 
will be part of a new chapter of governance for our 
organization. February 9, 2018 is the official incorpo-
ration date for RTO/ERO under the Canada Not-for-
profit Corporations Act (CNCA). Exciting times and 
changes  for the whole organization! For those who 
wish to see the updated ‘Historical Review of Dis-
trict 17’, please check our local website at  https://
district17.rto-ero.org/  Thank you to Lu Lafrance for 
your work to update this history.

District 17 has planned a couple of events to cel-
ebrate the 50th Anniversary. The first event will hap-
pen at our District 17 AGM & Luncheon on May 24, 
2018 (see the ad on page 2 for further details). We 
will be awarding the ‘June Szeman 50th Anniversary 
Award’ to three District members for their service to 
retired teachers in Simcoe County. These members 
have been and continue to be an inspiration to us. 
Congratulations to Bill Courtney, Daisie Gregory and 
Gord Tremain! 

The second event will be on June 20, 2018 – a 
boat cruise on the Serendipity Princess out of Pen-
etanguishene a la 60’s style (look for the details in 
cruise advertisement on page 4). 

Thank you to the 50th Anniversary Committee 
for helping organize these events. We are hoping to 
plan one more for late fall 2018. Some of the Units 
are also planning 50th Anniversary events for their 
Unit.

On November 13, 2017, I was thrilled to present 
a cheque awarded by the Provincial Committee – 
PSTO (Project Service to Others) to Sheri Bulfon of 
CASLE (Continued Adult Special Learning Experi-
ence). This group, based out of Pretty River Acad-
emy in Collingwood, had put forward their grant 
request to the District 17 Executive in early 2017 
and were approved to move forward to request a 
Provincial PSTO grant. Sheri tells me that her group 
has very much enjoyed the benefits of new equip-
ment this money has allowed them to purchase. For 
the 2018 PSTO project – District 17 Executive has 
already asked that another community not-for-profit  
submit their application to the Provincial Committee. 
Best of Luck!

Hot off the Press!! District 17 Grants to Local 
Not-for-Profit groups have been approved. The re-
cipients are: Big Brothers Big/Sisters of the Georgian 
Triangle for their ‘Go Girls – Healthy Bodies, Healthy 

Past President 
Glenn Conduit
905-895-3645
gconduit@rogers.com

President
Janice Napp 
705-323-3307
janicenapp@gmail.com

1st Vice President
Carole Allen
705-796-5176
c.allen313@gmail.com

2nd Vice President

Secretary
Marg Holroyd 
705-445-6227
mhol@rogers.com

Treasurer
Henry Gabriels
705-458-4529
5868 9th Line
Egbert, ON  L0L1N0
hgabriels@yahoo.com
Archivist
Lu LaFrance
705-835-6063
RTO/ERO Foundation
Janet Politi Berni
705-445-7712
jpolitiberni@bell.net
Goodwill
Gail King
705 435-5873
retiredteach1@hotmail.com
Health and Insurance
Roger Heath
705-737-9620
rsheath@mcw.net
Membership Coordinator
Daisie Gregory
705-428-2785
gregsta@rogers.com
Recruitment/RPW
Anne Marie Inglis
705-444-6428
anneing@lynx.org
Pension & Retirement  Concerns
Sharon Kitsemetry
705-722-7126
sharonkit@hotmail.ca 

Political Advocacy
Andy Prokopich
705-435-9237
an.prok@hotmail.com
Newsletter Editor
Margaretta Naray
705-434-0569
naraymargaretta@hotmail.com

Editor Emerita
Peggy Gemmell
705 719-1438
peggygemmell@sympatico.ca

Travel
Paul Healy,
705-435-4951
pfhealy@yahoo.com 
Webmaster
Cathy Sirdevan
705-326-3768
cathy.sirdevan@gmail.com
Provincial Constitution 
Committee
Gail King
705-435-5873 
retiredteach1@hotmail.com

Provincial Ad Hoc Govern-
ance Committee 
Marg Holroyd 
705-445-6227 
mhol@rogers.com

Provincial Member Services 
Committee 
Paul Healy 
705-435-4951 
pfhealy@yahoo.com
Unit 1 Contact
George Allen
705-322-2076
george.allen@sympatico.ca
Unit 2 Contact
Janice Napp
705-323-3307
janicenapp@gmail.com
Unit 3 Contact
Gail King
705-435-5873
retiredteach1@hotmail.com
Unit 4 Contact
Sue Thompson
705-429-5181 
family.thompson@sympatico.ca
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Minds’ group mentoring; Sweet Charity Medical 
Assistance Dogs for their Canine Ambassador 
program; and Paso por Paso for funds towards 
the new steel roof at the Terra Linda School in 
Guatemala. Thank you to all those members who 
applied for this support and are involved with 
such an extensive variety of community groups.

To make any organization function well, the 
organization needs to have members to serve on 
their boards and executives. RTO/ERO is no ex-
ception. Whether at the Provincial, District or Unit 
level, our boards and executives direct the plan-
ning of all the happenings for RTO/ERO. We are 
fortunate in District 17 – Simcoe County to have 
50 individuals sitting presently on District and 
Unit Executives. To those 50 Individuals, thank 
you so much for all you do to keep our organiza-
tion strong! District elections for our new Execu-
tive will be happening at the District AGM on May 
24, 2018. If you would like to stand for a position 
and join us in developing the future of YOUR or-
ganization on the District Executive, please con-
tact Glenn Conduit, gconduit@rogers.com. 

We would love to hear from you so we can 
keep RTO/ERO strong for another 50 years. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY RTO/ERO MEM-
BERS!!

Submitted by Janice Napp, District 17 President

 

RTO/ERO District 17-Simcoe County 

50th Anniversary Boat Cruise
Wednesday, June 20, 2018 11:30am – 2:30pm
Serendipity Princess at the Penetanguishene Town Dock

Janice Napp (President, Dist. 17), RochellaVassell (Elder Abuse 
Ontario) and Carole Allen (1st Vice President, Dist. 17)

Fall luncheon speaker
RochellaVassell of Elder Abuse Ontario was our guest 

speaker at the District 17 Fall Luncheon. She outlined the 
many services and the wealth of information available 
through the organization.  Elder abuse can take many 
forms including but not limited to physical and emotional 
abuse, financial abuse and withdrawal of care.  Abuse can 
be at the hands of family and caregivers both voluntary 
and paid as well as various forms of abuse at the hands 
of strangers.  

For information and volunteer opportunities please 
contact  Elder Abuse Ontario.

Arrive at the dock at 10:45am. Old fashioned bagged lunch included.
RSVP with payment required before June 1, 2018 to Henry Gabriels:  hgabriels@yahoo.com

Members $10 Non-members $25, must be paid in advance to confirm your spot.
Cheque payable to RTO/ERO District 17 Mail to: Henry Gabriels, 5868 9th Line, Egbert, ON L0L 1N0 

or bank email transfer to hgabriels@yahoo.com
Limited tickets will be divided between all four units, so reserve early to save your spot. Any tickets 

left after June 1st will be available to those on wait list.
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Unit 1 Executive 
2017-2018
Leadership Team (Core Executive)
George Allen - Conducts executive 
meetings - bonspiel organizer
705-322-2076 
george.allen@sympatico.ca

Sue Jarson - Organizes social events in 
Barrie 705-719-6823
sandgjarson@rogers.com

Lynn McLean - Organizer of Fall Lunch-
eon at Elmvale  705 722-6783
mcleanassociates@sympatico.ca

June Ballard - Organizer of Spring 
Luncheon - Ferndale Banquet Hall
705 734-3716
juneballard@sympatico.ca

Past President - Neil Urquhart - Unit/
District photographer
705-726-1516
patandneil@sympatico.ca

Doug Bailey - Electronic communica-
tions and membersh  705 722-8333
dhwbailey@yahoo.com

Kathy French - Phone contacts and 
membership   705 721-8007
kkfrench@rogers.com

Peggy Gemmell - Luncheon Agenda   
705 719-1438
peggygemmell@sympatico.ca

Connie Gillespie - Goodwill
705 -728-4470
hcgillespie@bell.net

Roger Heath - Insurance
705 737-9620
rsheath@mcw.net

Lu LaFrance - Archivist, director
705 835-6063

Betty MacMillan - Secretary
705-737-9836

Ausma Ozolins - Treasurer
36 Jodies Lane, Midhurst, ON  
L9X 0M4     705 722-8362

Krystyna Payette - Member at Large
705 737-1886
the payette@sympatico.ca

Kathy Dunn - Member at Large
705 728-0839
kdunn68@rogers.com

Unit 1
Report

continued on page 18

George Allen (right) receives his RTO/ERO award from RogerHeath at 
the District 17 Fall Luncheon

Eventful 2017 for Unit 1
The Fall Luncheon and business meeting were held at the United 

Church in Elmvale on October 19, 2017. Roast beef with all the trimmings 
and delicious homemade pies with ice cream rounded out the tasty lunch 
prepared and served by the church volunteers

Canada’s senior climatologist and TV/radio personality, David Phillips, 
held us spellbound with his information on climate trends, climate events, 
predictions on climate change and his  awesome pictures of weather 
phenomena. This sought after speaker was truly entertaining as well as 
informative.

Our business meeting prior to our luncheon was quickly conducted 
after a coffee and social time.

Lynn McLean welcomed everyone and introduced Janice Napp, Presi-
dent of District 17. Janice advised us to watch for upcoming events re-
lated to our 50th anniversary of RTO/ERO.  A boat cruise out of Midland 
is scheduled for Wednesday, June 20th and details will be forthcoming 
electronically. She also reminded us that the District provides grants of 
up to $4000 to non-profit organizations and the applications (online at 
Simcoe District) were due on December 1.

Janice presented 50th anniversary pins to our four leaders of the Unit 
1 Executive - George Allen, Sue Jarson, June Ballard and Lynn McLean.
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Unit 2
ReportUnit 2’s Fall Events

As I am writing this Bulletin Board article there are 
visual alerts building on my iPad’s home page with 
the threat of snow squalls and it’s not even the middle 
of November! But I shouldn’t complain after the warm 
and sunny extended fall we have experienced. Just 
hard to adapt to the quick downward temperature 
change! Christmas is around the corner and the white 
stuff will add to the festive atmosphere.

On September 5th, 2017 Unit 2’s No Bells Brunch 
was held at the Best Western Mariposa Inn, Orillia. 
Janice Napp and Patty Smith welcomed 44 retired 
educational workers as well as guest speaker and 
honourary Unit 2 member, Daisie Gregory. 

Janice Napp will be busy with her new responsi-
bilities as RTO District 17 President for the 2017-2018 
year. In her address to the group, she brought greet-
ings from District 17 and invited members to make 
suggestions for RTO/ERO’s 50th anniversary cel-
ebrations. Janice briefly explained how the restructur-
ing of RTO/ERO’s constitution will come in line with 
other organizations- something that RTO/ERO has 
been striving for over the years. We are proud of her 
dedication and zeal to continue the hard work and in-
put of her predecessors.

Four newly retired guests were warmly received 
and shared in the delicious buffet brunch with the Unit 
2 members. A good number of people came out for 
the meal and fellowship to the point of needing to add 
a table.

Later Daisie Gregory shared her knowledge of the 
benefits of being an RTO/ERO member and informa-
tion about the RTO/ERO Health Plan with Johnson’s 
Inc. through her informative power point presentation. 
She has a wonderful way of condensing a myriad of 
new and existing info while stressing important FYI 

facts in a very 
interesting and 
comprehens ive 
manner. We are 
grateful for her 
time and dedica-
tion.

Joan Banbury 
and Andrea Mill-

ward (who diligently look after the Goodwill respon-
sibilities of our unit) send Christmas cards, birthday 
cards and get well cards to our senior members. Joan 
mentioned that these are very well received and ap-
preciated. She reminded us to please inform her of 
any new retirees since September 2017and that Unit 
2 looks forward to welcoming them into retirement.

Marilyn Elliott proposed that our Unit consider 
volunteering services to a special interest group in 
the area. The local men’s shelter, “The Lighthouse”, 
will be replaced by a new building. The title of the 
fundraising venture is “Building Hope”. Community 
members are needed to prepare and serve a meal 
periodically. There are also many other jobs available 
outside of meal preparation. Marilyn suggested that 
perhaps groups of three people alternately volunteer 
to prepare a meal and dessert periodically throughout 
the winter. A sign up sheet was made available. 

The final event of the brunch was a draw for 
Canada 150 related logo items. The 9 lucky winners 
were: Jean McNair, Judie Hatfield, Shirley Cronin, 
Ellen Rastas, Joanne Macklin, Gordon Tremain, Mu-
riel Burton, Stephen King and Garth Hunter. All of us 
appreciate the opportunity to come together and cel-
ebrate the No Bells Brunch.

continued on page 10

The Co-ordinating Committee 
for Unit 2 • 2017-2018

Contact:  Janice Napp 705 323-
3307

Joan Banbury 705-487-2108
Helen Doyle 705-325-3876
Renie Drybrough 705-325-9499
Marilyn Elliott 705-325-8325
Andrea Millward 705-534-4582
Lorrie Smelko 705-322-3037
Patty Smith 705-689-3404

Inside the engine room of the SS Keewatin

Turkey & Trimmings 
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Turkey & Trimmings 
Unit 3 Executive 
2017 to 2018

Unit 3
Report

continued on page 19

President
Gail King (District Rep)
705-435-5873
retiredteach1@hotmail.com
Secretary
Cathy Eichhorn
905 775 6348
catheich@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Henry Gabriels
705- 458-4529
hgabriels@yahoo.com

Committee Members
Goodwill
Alliston area
Nancy Horsburgh 
705-435-5115
nancyjhorsburgh@bell.net

Bradford area:

Membership/Telephone 
Mary Lynch
705-435-5230
lync@zing-net.ca
Members at Large
Paul Healy 705 435 4951
pfhealy@yahoo.com
Andy Prokopich
705-435-9237
an.prok@hotmail.com

Members enjoying turkey with all the trimmings

     
 On a lovely Tuesday, October 3, 

2017, 84 members and guests arrived 
at St. Paul’s Parish Hall for a meeting 
and a turkey lunch with all of the trim-
mings. Nancy Horsburgh and Mary 
Lynch greeted arrivals at the door.   
As usual it was a time to catch up with 
friends and meet newly retired mem-
bers.  The chat noise level was high.  

 Henry Gabriels welcomed every-
one. Nancy Horsburgh was sad to say 
that we had lost three members since 
meeting in May.  A candle was lit and 
a moment of silence was observed in 
their memory.  

District President Janice Napp 
recognized Frances Wardle who had 
received a District 17 Recognition 
Award at the District Fall Luncheon in 
Barrie, for her volunteer service as a 
phoner for Unit 3. 

Janice named the Senators and 
Observers from District 17 who will be 
attending the Fall Provincial Senate in 
Toronto. She reminded members that 
District 17 disperses District Grants 
for worthy causes. The application 
form will be found on the District web-
site.  

In 2018 RTO/ERO will celebrate 
a 50th Anniversary. Plans are being 
made in the District for members to 
celebrate this special occasion.  Look 
in the spring Bulletin Board for more 
information. Janice handed out spe-
cial 50th Anniversary pins to the Unit 
3 Executive and the District Executive 
members in attendance.  Unit 3 Presi-
dent Gail placed a Suggestion Box on 
the registration table for members to 
contribute their ideas and opinions. 
For example, would they like a differ-
ent venue for the meetings? Gail also 
suggested that our Unit could plan 
some local day trips perhaps to Be-
attie’s Vodka Distillery in Alliston and 
the Holland Marsh Winery.  The third 

suggestion was to write ‘What RTO/
ERO means to me” for the box.   

Mary Lynch acknowledged all mem-
bers of her phoning committee and 
thanked them. Now that many mem-
bers have email we have three phon-
ers who have no one to call.  However, 
many members do like to receive calls 
as well as emails as they are always up 
for a chat.  

Mary reminded members to let Pro-
vincial know if you would like to be in-
cluded on the email list.  

Paul Healy, District 17 Travel Rep, 
outlined future trips: Highlights of the 
Christmas Markets on the Rhine will 
take place on December 1, 2017 and 
the Newfoundland/Labrador trip is 
scheduled for July 13-26, 2018. Paul 
has also booked a bus trip to Toronto to 
see Come From Away for June 6, 2018.  

      Margaretta Naray introduced 
Andrea Roylance and Kim Woodland 
from Matthews House Hospice in Al-
liston. 

Andrea dispelled some of the myths 
about the role of the hospice. Not only 
are they available for the dying during 
their last days and as support for their 
families but the hospice also offers 
a variety of day programmes to sup-
port other members of the community. 
At present there are 2 locations: one 



Page 8 • The Bulletin Board Spring 2018

Unit 4
Report

Unit 4 Report

continued on page 15

Past President 
Marg Holroyd
mhol@rogers.com
705-445-6227
President
Sue Thompson
family.thompson@sympatico.ca 
705-429-5181

Treasurer
Anne Marie Inglis 
35 Robinson St., Colling-
wood, ON  L9Y 3L8 
anneing@lynx.org 
705-444-6428 
Secretary
Robyn Bach robin.bach@
sympatico.ca 
705-445-9760
Goodwill
Carol Day Rice
cwrice@rogers.com
705-428-3334
Health and Insurance
Daisie Gregory
gregsta@rogers.com
705-428-2785
Membership/Communication
Shirley Lockwood 
bob_shirley@rogers.com
705-428-3928
Social and Recreation
Bev Brady   
beverley_brady@hotmail.ca  
705-428-5672

Director (Social)
Robyn Bach
robin.bach@sympatico.ca
705-445-9760

Assistant to Social
Cathy Mackay                   
cbmackay@rogers.com         
705-444-2426                                                
Director (Social)
Carolyn Campbell-Sheen 
crcs200@gmail.com 
705-445-8791
Director 
Leslie McKay
cmckay11@rogers.com
705-429-2775

Sharon Stewart
stewartsharon@rogers.com
705-445-6619

Unit 4 Executive 
2017-2018

We welcomed many new retirees 
to our fold at our Fall Back to School 
Golf/Lunch Meeting at Marlwood Golf 
and Country Club in Wasaga Beach.  
The nine-hole tourney and dinner saw 
many prizes enjoyed by all! 

Many of our members toured to 
Keady Market and then enjoyed a deli-
cious lunch.  Our social team always 
seems to find unique places to visit in 
this tourist region we are lucky enough 
to call home! 

Our road clean-up community ser-
vice team met on Sept 27 to make the 
ditches along Clearview/Fairgrounds 
road better.  Hazel Parish again head-
ed up our team and then hosted a de-
licious pizza lunch at her home.  Her 
many years of service are appreciated.  

Oct 3rd brought members togeth-
er for coffee in Creemore at Affairs 
Café.  October also brought Theatre 
Collingwood’s presentation of Alice’s 
Restaurant that delighted attendees.  
Toes were tapping to songs from the 
60’s and 70’s.  Hiking with Tanya was 
another event in October, followed by 
lunch.  Thanks Tanya Green.  

November saw coffee at Sol Kitch-
en, Collingwood, Curling in Elmvale, 
where a strong team from Unit 4 again 
represented us well and a soup lunch 
at Journey’s Blend which was attended 
by many of our members.  

In December Coffee Culture, 
Stayner, followed by Christmas Crafts 
and cards at Carol Day Rice’s home for 
our Senior RTO members. Carol’s quiet 
and supportive Goodwill work in writing 
cards, making donations, sending gifts 
and flowers to Unit 4 members is appre-
ciated!

January was warmed up a wee bit at 
our Coffee Break at Georgian Bay Fam-
ily Restaurant, Collingwood.  We look 
forward to a Potluck lunch and games 
at Linda and Norm Trimble’s home in 
Wasaga Beach in January as well.

Our updated calendar includes the 
following:

Theatre Collingwood, Gayety The-
atre, 2:00. “Sunshine Express” matinee. 
Limited seats. $40. Reserve now by con-
tacting Sharon Stewart 705-445-6619. 
Payment to Anne Marie Inglis by April 25. 
Cheque subject-June Theatre. Optional 
dinner plans to follow.

Wed. June 20-District 17 Boat Cruise, 
Midland. See ad in Spring 2018 Bulletin 
Board.

Tues. July 3-Coffee Break, Georgian 
Bay Family Restaurant, Collingwood, 
9:30

Tues. Aug. 7-Coffee Break, Georgian 
Circle Restaurant, Wasaga Beach, 9:30

Advance registration for events-
CHEQUE ONLY-payable to RTO/ERO Dist. 
17, Unit 4.  Mail to Anne Marie Inglis, 35 Rob-
inson St., Collingwood, ON, L9Y 3L8 or leave 

Unit 4 executive
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Unit 4 Executive 
2017-2018

Health Services, Insurance Report, Spring 2018
Health Benefits Update

The copies of “Update (2018)” and “Go-
ing Places (2017/18)” mailed to all health plan 
members in November contained a wealth of 
information… hope everyone read them!

A number of travel issues were covered 
in Going Places, including:

- Proof of Departure… what it is, why you 
need it and what documents are accepted as 
“proof.”

- Services offered by Allianz Global Assistance, 
including results of recent membership survey.

- What to do if charged an additional amount after 
Allianz has settled your bill… don’t pay!

- How to obtain additional medication to cover 
lengthy vacations.

- Travelling out of province but within Canada.
- Updated premiums for the Supplemental Travel 

Plan for vacations over 93 days.

In addition to providing an overview of plan/premi-
um changes for 2018 (see below), Update included 
a review of the “Johnson Inc. Members-Only website” 
which offers the most efficient and speediest means 
of submitting claims not submitted directly by the ser-
vice provider.

Also included, was a snapshot of upcoming im-
provements to this claim submission process. 

2018 Health Plan Changes:  
Premium Rate Changes:
- Extended Health premiums increased 5.25%.
- Dental Plan premiums increased 2.0%.
- Semi-Private Hospital/Convalescence care pre-

miums unchanged.
Extended Health:
- Yearly maximum for prescription drugs increased 

to $3,400
- Paramedical coverage now includes social 

workers and psychotherapists.
- Wider array of diagnostic tests and screening (to 

max. of $250 yearly) 

Dental: Reimbursement now based on 
2018 Fee Guide.

Another open-enrollment window was 
opened from Dec. 1, 2017 to March 31, 
2018.  During this period, retirees from the 
broader education community may enroll 
in the health plan without a medical.  Mem-
bership of RTO is required and coverage 
limited to whatever insurance (extended 
health, dental and/or semi-private) is held 
prior to enrollment.  In a similar vein, there 

is also a medical waiver for common-law spouses to 
enroll for coverage without need of a medical, from 
Jan. 1 to April 30… see Update for further details.

Survivor benefits:  Upon the death of an RTO 
member carrying Couple or Family coverage, a sur-
vivor covered under that policy, is eligible for RTO/
ERO membership, allowing them to continue RTO/
ERO Health Plan Coverage without need of evidence 
of medical insurability.  If the survivor is not eligible 
for full RTO/ERO membership, he/she can become an 
Associate Member.

Since application for membership must occur 
within 60 days, it is recommended that Johnson Inc. 
(1-877-406-9007) be notified of the death as soon as 
possible.  They will mail an RTO/ERO Membership 
and Continuation of Benefits form for completion.  
Once completed as per instructions on the form and 
received by Johnson Inc., coverage for spouse and/
or dependent children may be continued for as long 
as premiums are paid and they continue to qualify for 
coverage.  For membership, a single fee is paid once 
a year in December (prorated for applications made 
mid-year); health benefit premiums are paid monthly.

Health Plan Enhancements:
One of the strengths of the RTO Health Plans is 

that they are OUR plans and members may submit 
suggestions for enhancements at any time.  The re-
view process can be quite lengthy, so submissions 
made this year may have to wait until next year for full 
review prior to possible implementation in 2020. One 
of this year’s plan enhancements was suggested by a 
local member.

continued on page 19

Roger Heath
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Pension and Retirement Concerns Report

Sharon Kitsemetry 

The remaining amendments were pri-
marily housekeeping items (i.e. language 
changes to bring plan in line with other pro-
vincial legislation, plan administration sim-
plification).

Retirement Concerns
 District 17 will have a booth in the 2018 

SCDSB Wellness Fair being held at the  Ad-
ministration building on April 26, 3:30-7 pm.  

A provincial Pension and Retirement 
Concerns workshop will be held in Toronto 
on April 15-16,2018.

Submitted by Sharon Kitsemitry

Unit 2 Fall Events

Pension
OTPP announced that the 2018 inflation 

rate is 1.6%. As announced earlier this year, 
all pension credit will receive 100% inflation 
protection for 2018. 

Several plan amendments were recently 
passed by the Ontario Teachers’ Federation 
and the Ontario Government. In addition to 
the 1.1% contribution rate decrease previ-
ously announced, a new early retirement 
reduction factor is also being introduced for 
members who don’t start their pensions im-
mediately after they stop working. 

If your last employment occurs on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2018, and you’re 50 or older at that time, the 
early retirement reduction for each point you’re away 
from your 85 factor decreases to 2.5% from 5%. You 
can visit the OTPP website to see how they currently 
calculate reduced pensions. 

 continued from page 6

Unit 2 Spring Meeting and Pot Luck Lunch
Wednesday, May 2, 2018
Coldwater Curling Club
Michael Anne Drive, Coldwater
11:30  -  Social
12:00 -  Lunch
1:00 - Business  
Installation of Unit 2 Officers
Followed by – Janie Cooper Wilson: A historian of 

African-Canadians in Ontario and a descendant of the 
Black settlement that built the Oro African Methodist 
Church in Edgar speaking on the “Oro African Church 
– Restoration & Declaration as a National Historic Site”

Don’t Forget:  Bring a casserole, salad, dessert, or 
whatever to share and your own plate, cup and uten-
sils for eating.

Unit 2’s “Out and About” event this year was a 
detailed tour of the 110 year old Steam Ship Kee-
watin berthed at Port McNicoll. A turnout of 36 
members proved it to be a popular choice. The 
vessel has been lovingly restored and is staged to 
reflect the decades between 1907-1965. Much of 
the work has been done by a group of volunteers 
called “Friends of Keewatin”. She transported pas-
sengers and grain for the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Company from Port McNicoll to Thunder Bay. Their 
website shares information on the ship’s fascinat-
ing history which transports one back to its elegant 
Edwardian heyday.

The tour was followed by lunch at Henry’s South 
Fish Restaurant in Midland. The proprietors put on 
a copious spread for the group with pickerel being 
on the menu at “Henry’s South”. Kudos to them for 
a delicious meal. Many of the participants reported 
that the outing was a fun and interesting event.

The Coordinating Committee would like to in-
vite all District 17 members to the upcoming Unit 2 
Spring Meeting and Potluck Lunch on Wednesday, 
May 2, 2018 at the Coldwater Curling Club. In addi-
tion to lots of excellent potluck food and comradery, 
our guest speaker will be Janie Cooper Wilson on 
the Oro African Church. Janie is a historian of the 
African-Canadians in Ontario and a descendant 
of the Black Settlement that built the Oro African 
Methodist Church in Edgar.

Submitted by Patty Smith
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Travel Report 
District 17 has organized two trips for this Spring 

and Summer. On June 6, 2018, three buses will trans-
port 168 people to the Royal Alexandra Theatre in To-
ronto to see the matinee performance of the award 
winning Broadway show, “Come From Away”.  From 
July 13-26, 2018, thirty six members and friends will 
fly to St. John’s, Newfoundland to tour Newfoundland 
and Labrador.  Both activities are fully booked, but 
should there become a vacancy, please watch your 
email for futher information. 

Notification of trips are advertised in the twice-
yearly issues of the District 17 Bulletin Board newslet-
ter and are also sent by an email from the Provincial 
Technology Department. Occasionally, I must notify 
you only through the Provincial email system. Please 
ensure your email and contact information is current, 
by notifying the Provincial Membership Department 
at membership@rto-ero.org

Submitted by Paul Healy

continued on page 21

Rhine River Christmas Market Cruise
December 2017
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Observers’ Report on the Fall Senate 2017
The 93rd Meeting Of The Pro-

vincial Senate took place on Oc-
tober 24 & 25, 2017 at The Toron-
to Marriott Eaton Centre. District 
17 was represented by President, 
Janice Napp and First Vice Presi-
dent, Carole Allen, as Senators 
and Past President, Glenn Con-
duit, and Travel Co-coordinator, 
Paul Healy, as Observers. 

Provincial Executive Presi-
dent, Martha Foster, opened the 
meeting by welcoming the Asso-
ciate Members, who were able to 
sit as Senators for the first time. In 
the Provincial Executive Report, 
Martha indicated that RTO/ERO 
is being recognized as an impor-
tant voice for senior concerns in 
the Province. The goals of the or-
ganization include; improving the 
lives of seniors, monitoring our 
investments and broadening our 
membership base. Executive Director, Jim Greave, 
congratulated Senate members for spreading RTO/
ERO knowledge and for increasing our presence in 
school systems. Currently, there are more than 76,000 
members in RTO/ERO and over the past 5 years we 
have continued to grow, especially from education 
fields other than The Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan.

Senate passed resolutions directing the Provincial 
Executive to make application to the federal Ministry of 
Government and Consumer Services to register RTO/
ERO as a Corporation under the provisions of The 
Canada Not-For-Profit Corporations Act.  Individuals 
elected to the Provincial Executive at Senate will be 
Incorporating Directors and will continue to hold their 
positions until the May 2018 Annual Meeting. The fol-
lowing are the election results:

President – Martha Foster
1st Vice President- Rich Prophet
2nd Vice President – Judy Bowden
Executive Member – Richard Goodbrand
Executive Member – Louise Guerin
Past President, Martin Higgs, will also continue 

on the newly formed Board of Directors.  The Board 
members will also be increased by the addition of 3 

non- RTO/ERO members. A Nominations Committee 
consisting of Norbert Boudreau, Lynne Current, Gary 
Fick and Ward Levine was elected by Senate

The 2018 budget for the Provincial organization 
was passed, which included the approval for the ad-
dition of 4 new staff members in the areas of benefits, 
membership and technology.  The 50TH Anniversary 
Committee reported on activities organized for this 
memorable year. Events will include a dinner cruise 
of the Toronto Harbour on Monday, May 28 of the 
Spring Senate Meeting. Instead of the usual wine and 
cheese event, a river cruise of the Danube River, or-
ganized by Merit Travel, and plaques have been dis-
tributed to each District to recognize members who 
have shown great leadership in their district. Senate 
also approved that David Kendall would continue as 
the Chair of the 50th Anniversary Ad Hoc Commit-
tee. The guest speaker on the second day of Senate 
was Chris Cowley, President of The Ontario Teachers 
Federation. 

All in all it was an efficiently organized Senate and 
our District 17 representatives were actively involved 
in the business of Senate, both during the formal ses-
sions as well as behind the scenes.

Submitted by observers Paul Healy & Glenn Conduit

Paul Healy, Janice Napp, Carole Allen, Gail King, Marg Holroyd, Glenn Conduit
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Paul Healy, Janice Napp, Carole Allen, Gail King, Marg Holroyd, Glenn Conduit

Then and NowFall luncheon
continued from page 1

Bookmark the McMaster Optimal 
Aging Health Portal Site

http://optimalaging.mcmaster.ca/portal.
html

What sets the Portal apart from the crowd 
is its emphasis on providing only the best 
evidence, and telling you why it’s considered 
the best. The Portal filters out the noise and 
makes it easy to understand how scientific 
evidence and other types of information can 
help you.  

50 years ago Canada was 100 years old and 
RTO was born.

How the education system has changed!!!  From 
chalk and magic black marker on the blackboard and 
our printing or cursive so perfectly written!  I was very 
proud of the lessons on the blackboard. How the kids 
LOVED to write on the blackboard and then coughed 
after we brushed it clean. And now it’s a little IPad 
that fits in the hand!

While teaching in a one room schoolhouse for 
several years, our son went to the babysitter next 
door and I got a ride with the school bus driver with 
30 kids. Imagine doing that today!  My mother did not 
have to sign a consent form so I could go on the bus. 
We had 3 reading groups, wrote poetry, did math and 
social studies, etc. Our modern children have no idea 
that a milk truck came by to drop off milk for lunch or 
what a library van is.

What was wholesome?  We all went out for re-
cess regardless of the weather. What was a snow 
day, PA Day, SNC, IPP?  How many women were in 
administration in the 1960’s and the 1970’s? The ratio 
has certainly changed but children still need a hug, a 
word of encouragement and to realize that they are a 
precious commodity in our society. How will they feel 
when the robot approaches them and beeps its way 
around the school? Let’s implement some old school 
with some of the new school ideas and may we flour-
ish for many years to come. 

I HOPE YOU ALL SHARE AN ANECDOTE FROM 
DAYS GONE BY AND MAKE IT A BEST SELLER!

Submitted by Connie Gillespie

Unit 3 was pleased to nominate Frances Wardle 
to receive a District 17 Recognition Award.  Frances 
moved to the Alliston area in 1971 and became first a 
supply teacher with the Simcoe County District School 
Board and then a teacher at Tecumseth South P.S.  
When Frances retired in 1991 she immediately joined 
RTO/ERO and began attending the luncheons.  Since 
the early 2000’s, Frances has been dedicated to serv-
ing as one of the “phoners” for Unit 3 for about 15 
years. Originally Frances said that she had 10 mem-
bers to call but now she has only 4 partly due to the 
advance of the internet.  Frances made many friends 
over the years, chatting with these members when 
she called to inform them of various luncheons.  Con-
gratulations Frances!

Robyn Bach joined RTO-ERO in 2008 and has 
been actively involved ever since, participating in the 
many activities in Unit 4. Robyn’s skills as an organ-
izer have been evident in her work on the annual golf 
event held in conjunction with our Fall meeting and 
luncheon, and in her work over several years on our 
Unit 4 executive with a focus on planning and execut-
ing social events. Robyn has generously hosted Unit 
events, such as our annual Potluck and Games day. 
Currently, Robyn is the Secretary for Unit 4 where 
we continue to benefit from her skill and to enjoy her 
friendly, unassuming style. Congratulations Robyn!

The District 17 Executive thanks the Units for sub-
mitting nominations for this annual award, and offers 
congratulations to George, Frances and Robyn on 
their acceptance of the RTO/ERO Recognition Award. 
Award certificates were presented at the luncheon on 
September 28, 2017.

Submitted by Carole Allen
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WATCH FOR SIGN UP INFORMATION IN YOUR SCHOOL

Simcoe County District 17  
Retired Teachers of Ontario

cordially invites you to our

RETIREMENT PLANNING 
WORKSHOP

For all employees in Education 

Thursday, October 11, 2018.
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in box (please do not ring bell) by due date.

Unit 4 cont.

A BIG thank you to all of our Unit 4 executive 
committee members who give of their time to sup-
port the social events and guide the activities within 
Area 4. If you are considering a volunteer position 
with Unit 4 as a committee or executive member, 
please contact any one of our executive members.  
We would LOVE to have your input. Nominations 
will be at our May 9, 2018 AGM! 

Submitted by Susan Thompson

continued from page 8

With the spring election in June 2018, the Po-
litical Advocacy Committee discussed the best ap-
proach to follow in terms of providing funding and 
election preparedness strategies to Districts for the 
upcoming provincial election.

Based on discussions and suggestions from 
senior staff, PAC recommended to the Provincial 
Executive that a professional marketing firm be en-
gaged to develop appropriate messages in proven, 
successful formats, such as the use of social media, 
rather than the traditional approach of funds to Dis-
tricts for local newspaper and radio advertising that 
receive little exposure. Funds will be available, as 
in the past, for expenses to meet with MPPs and 
to help organize and sponsor election preparedness 
activities such as all-candidates’ meetings.

On September 25 2017, members of the PAC, 
the Provincial Executive and some staff members 
attended Question Period at the Provincial Legisla-
ture. At the event RTO/ERO’s seven major advocacy 
issues, as determined by PAC based on input from 
Districts, and approved by the Provincial Executive, 
were displayed on banners scattered throughout the 
room. RTO/ERO members and staff were available 
to answer questions. The event was very successful 
and significantly raised the visibility of RTO/ERO.

One of the seven major advocacy issues is Bill 
C-27, An Act to amend the Pension Benefits Stand-
ards Act 1985 and RTO/ERO’s concern about the 
impact the legislation would have on defined pen-
sion plans. In January 2018, a political advocacy 
committee from District 17 took steps to meet with 
former cabinet minister Kellie Leitch to discuss this 

matter. During our meeting with her, she indicated 
that the bill had gone through two stages and ap-
peared to be at the Committee stage with third read-
ing of the bill to follow. Furthermore, she indicated 
the Conservatives can’t stop the bill because the 
Liberals have a majority government. Opposition to 
Bill C-27 could come at the Committee level, when 
the bill is debated in the House or by writing letters 
to the Minister of Finance. Also, it is worth noting 
that our present Minister of Finance Bill Morneau 
in 2010 was the chair of C.D. Howe Institute and 
along with his CEO allies in banking, insurance and 
financing had as their focus such gems as privat-
izing infrastructure and weakening retirement secu-
rity. Presently Finance Minister Morneau has tabled 
legislation that will privatized infrastructure finance 
and weaken pensions.

As requested by the Provincial Executive, PAC 
will study and report on the position the RTO/ERO 
should take regarding Bill 162, which is an Act to 
amend Section 115 of the Life Insurance Act. It 
would allow policyholders to sell life insurance poli-
cies through life settlement agreements. The Com-
mittee reviewed the document and will conduct fur-
ther research into this matter.

The lack of affordable housing for seniors and 
the high automobile insurance rates in Ontario are 
two other important issues into which PAC will con-
duct further research  and report back in their March 
meeting.

PAC continues to monitor the important issues 
and organization that are relevant and impact the 
members of RTO/ERO.

Submitted by Andy Prokopich

Political Advocacy Report - Spring 2018

Active Healthy Seniors
Members may wish to check out these resources for 

seniors:
• ontario.ca/Agingwell: Under ‘Information for 

Seniors’ Organizations’, you will find links to over 
twenty groups involved with issues of aging in 
Ontario, including RTO/ERO. These groups are 
members of the Ministry of Senior Affairs Liaison 
Committee.

• www.simcoe.ca/age-friendly: This is the web-
site for the Simcoe County Positive Aging Strate-
gy: Older Adults Strengthening our Communities.



Page 16 • The Bulletin Board Spring 2018

What an exciting and productive time 
it has been at the Foundation since our 
last district newsletter. Members can read 
about the many grantee organizations and 
their stories on the Foundation website. 

In recognition of RTO/ERO’s 50th an-
niversary, and in honour of the RTO/ERO 
education community, the Foundation has 
put out a new call for proposals for a $50K 
grant to be awarded in June, 2018. This call 
is for projects that focus on the training of 
health and social care professionals in or-
der to improve the health and wellness of 
older adults. 

The RTO/ERO Foundation has one big 
vision: healthy aging for all Canadians. To this end, 
we are committed to effectively and meaningfully 
investing in innovative initiatives that promote and 
enhance healthy, active aging.

With an approval in January from the Founda-
tion’s Board of Directors, the team has begun to im-
plement its new three-year plan, with specific focus 
on 2018.

“Our goals for aging-related research and train-
ing and programs improving social inclusion are 
avenues to active and healthy lives,” says Joanne 
Murphy, Chair of the Board of Directors of the Foun-
dation.

By December 2020, our strategic goals, which 
align with the RTO/ERO’s mission to improve the 
lives of members and seniors, are to:

Be recognized as a leader in the funding and ap-
plication of aging-related research, education and 
community action to promote social connections and 
engagement.

Create a sustainable funding base to improve 
our capacity to fund grants annually.

Some of our most important objectives for 2018 
include:

Conducting a full evaluation of our granting pro-
gram to date and setting a new three-year granting 
plan

Engaging more strategically with RTO/ERO Dis-
tricts and their members to share impactful stories 
about how our granting is improving the quality of life 
for members and seniors

Increasing revenue through more personalized 
donor stewardship and acquisition

“There’s an old saying that it takes a vil-
lage to raise a child,” says Murphy. “It also 
takes a village, working together, to better the 
lives of aging adults. That’s what our Founda-
tion is attempting to do.”

The RTO/ERO Foundation relies on the 
support of RTO/ERO members and friends 
to carry out its mission to advance research 
and training in geriatrics and gerontology, 
and to support community-based projects 
that promote social connections and engage-
ment. Your In Memoriam and In Honour do-
nations on behalf of loved ones and special 
colleagues and friends, as well as donations 
throughout the year, will increase the impact 
of the many initiatives to truly improve the 

lives of seniors. As a monthly donor – for $10, $25 or 
even $50 a month – you will help to enhance the qual-
ity of life for older adults in your community, across 
your province and beyond. 

Please consider becoming a donor, whether on 
a one-time, or an ongoing basis. No donation is too 
small and now you can see real results showing what 
your donation can accomplish. 

Online: https://www.rto-ero.org/support-the-foun-
dation/donate-now 

Phone: 416-962-9463 or 1-800-361-9888 ext. 271
Mail: Cheques payable to:    RTO/ERO Foundation

                                           300-18 Spadina Road 
Toronto ON M5R 2S7

Members can stay up-to-date on the activities of 
the Foundation through the provincial and district web-
sites, Renaissance magazine, and the Liaison and 
Bulletin Board newsletters. This is especially important 
since our local press deadlines do not always coincide 
with provincial announcements and information shar-
ing. It is easy to stay informed through the quick-link to 
the Foundation provincial website at: www.embrace-
aging.ca 

Please feel free to contact me, as your RTO-ERO 
Foundation Rep if you have any further questions. 
Contact information is under the District Executive in 
the front of this Bulletin Board newsletter.

Content from RTO/ERO Foundation 
Submitted by Janet Politi Berni,

RTO/ERO Foundation Report - Spring 2018

Janet Politi Berni
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Sheri receiving the Order of Collingwood

Thank you

Marg Holroyd, Sheri Bulfon, (2nd from the left) Janice 
Napp & Daisie Gregory

CASLE-Continued Adult Special Learning 
Experience.     

It is hard to believe that I am in my third year 
of retirement . We are currently in our second 
year of CASLE and have almost doubled our vol-
unteers from our first year!      

On Mondays, we have Physical Activities in 
the gym, which consist of modified sports activi-
ties to strengthen skills needed to participate in 
local sports. We added a Social Time Program 
which allows members to work on further devel-
oping their social interaction skills .

     On Tuesdays we have art and cooking. Half 
the members work on producing art projects with 
local artists, while the other members are learning 
to cook healthy recipes. At the end of the day, the 
cooks set the table for a “feast” of healthy eating 
and good conversation for the whole group. 

     On Wednesdays, we have Music or Drama 
classes. We also invite guests to share their tal-
ents with the group, such as drawing skills or sci-
ence activities. 

     The members are asked to choose their 
own Personal Learning Goals for the year. These 
goals can be anything from learning to tie their 
shoelaces to playing the guitar. We work with 
mmembers on reaching their goals.  

Retired from the Elementary Panel, but still 
teaching,

Submitted by Sheri Bulfon
www.caslecontinuelearning.ca

I have had honors bestowed on me due to my 
involvement with CASLE. Last year I received an 
award as an Outstanding Citizen for Canada’s 150th 
and I also received the Order of Collingwood for my 
volunteer work for Autism Ontario and CASLE. At 
each ceremony, the fact that I was a retired teacher 
was the focal point of the speech.

Sincerely,
Sheri Bulfon

CASLE Award Recipient

Feb. 25/18
Dear RTO,
A most sincere thank you for choosing CASLE as 

a recipient for the Project Service to Others. The mon-
ies you gave us were met with cheers by our mem-
bers, their parents, our volunteer retired teachers and 
anyone in the community I met! CASLE has become 
a very valued and important part of our community. 
We have over 40 volunteers at CASLE and most are 
retired teachers! The love of teaching continues for 
our retired volunteers, and they are LOVING that!
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Unit 1 continued from page 5 

Ausma Ozolins provided printed copies of the 
balanced financial report which showed us to be in 
good shape.  Ausma announced that those attend-
ing a Unit 1 luncheon for the first time will be reim-
bursed their cost at the luncheon. Several numbers 
were drawn for door prizes by Ausma which included 
free future luncheons or Tim’s gift cards.

Our ‘esteemed’ archivist, Lu LaFrance, created 
an interesting quiz that involved finding answers 
from historical information from our unit’s archives 
that Lu so carefully maintains. Several prizes (Tim’s 
gift cards) were presented by Lu to the winners.

Some important information was presented by 
Roger Heath, our Health and Insurance Rep, regard-
ing trip cancellaation insurance. Roger stressed that 
our 93 days out of country starts when you leave 
your province, not when you leave the country and 
continues until you return to your home province. 
It is also important to cancel a trip before the de-
parture date and we must contact Allianz to advise 
them no later than 48 hours prior to departure.

Sharon Kitsemetry presented information related 
to our pension and retirement concerns. She remind-
ed us that fact sheets are updated and available on 
the website.  Sharon reassured us that our pension 
fund is sound having a surplus at the present time. 
We are encouraged to sign a petition online to try 
and stop the passing of Bill C27 in order to protect 
our pensions.

Our Communications expert, Doug Bailey, en-
couraged everyone who has not already done so to 
contact Head Office to register for email delivery. If 
anyone is having problems receiving emails, we are 
not to call Doug.  One needs to contact Head Office 
directly to get it resolved. 

Wednesday, Nov. 14 , 2018

George Allen adjourned the meeting after re-
minding  everyone to reserve May 8, 2018 for our 
Spring Meeting and Luncheon to be held at 
Ferndale Banquet Hall in Barrie.

Other Events Committee
We are returning to our Coffee and Chat meet-

ings which were held until our Christmas Luncheon. 
It was believed that Tuesday was not a good day 
for everyone so we are trying Wednesday, second in 
each month, at the Lazy Tulip at 29 Maple Street in 
Barrie. Starts  at 10 am. See you at the Lazy Tulip 
on April 11.

Susan Jarson’s idea for an annual Christmas 
Luncheon to be held at her home on December 7 
worked out well for a first attempt.  Unfortunately, 
Susan had to cancel due to a serious health issue 
just prior to the date.  We moved the location to the 
condomium party room at Marina Bay on Ellen Street 
on the waterfront in Barrie. The turkey dinner was 
catered by Jim Garroway’s Parkside Corner Market 
in Barrie. The delicious meal included all of the trim-
mings and was enjoyed by all who attended. Mark 
your calendar for next year, December 13, 2018.

We have also talked about getting together for 
movie days, and tried out a Saturday 1:15 p.m. 
showing of ‘The Shape of Water’ at the Barrie Up-
town movie theatre on Dunlop St.  We had a most 
enjoyable time together! Our first movie gathering 
is scheduled for Saturday, April 28 at the Barrie Up-
town theatre. (We don’t know what will be playing 
yet, but will make that decision once the showings 
and movies are announced).   

Please contact Peggy Gemmell  (705 719-1438) 
or Susan Jarson (705 719-6823) for more informa-
tion and to share your ideas on events for our mem-
bers. Thank you. 

The Next Execu-
tive meeting for Unit 1 
will be held on April 10, 
2018 at 9:30 AM at the 
Simcoe County Elemen-
tary Teachers’ Federation 
office on King Street in 
Barrie.

Submitted by Lynn 
McLean (from Florida)

Excerpts from Susan 
Jarson and Peggy Gemmell 
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Turkey & Trimmings 
cont.
continued from page 7

house on Highway 89 with beautiful gardens for re-
laxation where the day programmes happen and 4 
beds at Kingsmere. There are no beds at the High-
way 89 location. When the new Hospice building is 
opened in 2018, these locations will be closed and 
all will take place in the new building. 

Matthews House Hospice CEO Kim Woodland, 
answered questions from the audience and gave 
more information about the role of Matthews House 
Hospice.  

Following this presentation, a draw was held for 
the table decorations.  Members were invited to the 
Annual Meeting that will take place at the St. Paul’s 
Parish Hall on Tuesday, May 1, 2018.  

Unit 3 Activities:
Annual Meeting: May 1, 2018 at St. Paul’s Par-

ish Hall Alliston.
Coffee Breaks:  2nd Tuesday of the month in Al-

liston and 2nd Wednesday of the month in Bradford 
at Coffee Culture from September to June.

Submitted by Gail King

Frances Wardle receiving District 17 RTO/ERO Award

Paid-Up Life Certificates (ex-SCDSB employ-
ees only):

Although falling outside of the RTO “umbrella”, 
I’m occasionally asked if paid-up life certificates is-
sued to some SCDSB employees are still valid.  The 
short answer is “Yes.”

For a limited time (mid-1990’s to early 2000’s, I 
believe), paid-up life certificates were issued by the 
Insurance Trustees using interest earned on surplus 
funds.  The value was based on the amount of life 
insurance carried.  The date of issue was also a fac-
tor; as the surplus declined, so did the face value of 
later certificates.

To qualify for a certificate, you had to be actively 
employed by SCDSB on your 54th birthday.  In ad-
dition to the face value (payable when death occurs 
on or after 65th birthday), the certificate identified 
the insured person and the beneficiary.  If your 
beneficiary has changed, you should update that 
information.  Even though the Insurance Trust was 
dissolved some years ago, the certificates remain 
valid.

If you have lost your certificate, the following 
information may be of use: The certificates were 
issued by Clarica Life Insurance Company to the 
Insurance Trustees for the Employees of the Sim-
coe County District School Board.  The Group Pol-
icy number was 4056-Z and the certificate number 
would have been your old SCDSB employee num-
ber.  I believe Clarica subsequently became part of 
Sun-Life… hope that helps! 

Questions:   If you have any questions regard-
ing RTO Health Plans, send an e-mail to rsheath@
mcw.net or leave a message at (705) 737-9620.

Roger Heath
(District 17 Health Representative)

Submitted by Roger Heath

continued from page 9

Health Report cont.
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contact lenses prescription eye wear
sunglasses
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corneal incision

contact lenses

RTIP PLUS 4000RTO/ERO VS

www.rto-ero.org/retire-happy-join-rto
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Tentative Itinerary:

Day 1: Fri., July 13 - The tour will depart in the 
early morning from Orillia, Barrie, Bayfield Mall be-
hind Canadian Tire Store and the Tour Office for our 
shuttle to Pearson International Airport.  Parking is 
available at our Tour Office located at 3479 Hwy 88, 
Bradford.  

We will fly on Air Canada from Toronto to St. 
John’s, the capital city of Newfoundland for a 2-night 
stay at the Capital Hotel. A Welcome Dinner awaits 
our arrival. (Dinner) 

 Day 2: Sat., July 14 - This morning we will have 
a guided city tour of St. John’s, which will include 
Signal Hill & Cape Spear National Historic Site, the 
most easterly point in North America. 

This afternoon we will visit Petty Harbour, a tra-
ditional Irish Newfoundland fishing community en-
route to Bay Bulls.  We’ll enjoy the 2 hour Gattheral’s 
Whale watching boat cruise  which includes viewing 
the Witless Bay Ecological Reserve, home to hun-
dreds of puffins.  (Breakfast )

Day 3:  Sun., July 15 – This morning  we will 
visit the Newfoundland Provincial Museum known as 
The Rooms before heading north to Gander.  We will 
travel through Terra Nova National Park, past Gam-
bo, for our 2-night stay at Sinbad’s Hotel. (B & D)

Day 4: Mon., July 16 – Today we will explore the 
beautiful outport community of Twillingate - an ex-
cellent vantage point for iceberg & whale sightings 
in June & July. This morning we will visit the Prime 
Berth Twillingate Fishing Museum. This afternoon’s 
activities include: a visit to the Twillingate Museum 
dedicated to Georgia Stirling, the Church & Long 
Point Lighthouse.  (B & L)

Day 5: Tues., July 17 - This morning we will visit 
the Mary March Regional Museum in Grand Falls-
Windsor to learn about the now-extinct Beothuk Indi-
ans of Newfoundland.  In the afternoon we will visit: 
King’s Point Pottery & The Whale Museum before 
traveling onto Corner Brook. We will be staying at 
the charming, historic Gleynmill Inn for 2 nights. (B, 
L & D)

Day 6: Wed., July 18 - Today we’ll visit Cook’s 
Lookout before heading south to Stephenville.  From 

there we will drive out to Port au Port Peninsula – lo-
cally known as the French Shore, this area remains 
the French hub of Newfoundland.  Today we will visit 
“Our Lady of Mercy Church” and discover such vil-
lages as Cape St. George, Three Rock Cove and 
Lourdes before returning to our hotel. (B & L)

Day 7: Thurs., July 19 - Today may become your 
favourite day of the tour.  This morning we will de-
part for Gros Morne National Park, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. You will marvel at the spectacular 
ocean scenery, mountains and fjords.  Our day will 
include: Rocky Harbour, Lobster Cove Lighthouse 
and Photographers Lookout. We will be staying at 
the Oceanview Hotel in Rocky Harbour for 2 nights. 
www.grosmorne.ca 

(B & D)  
Day 8: Fri., July 20 - This morning is a free morn-

ing to relax. This afternoon you will experience the 
beauty of the fresh water Fjords of Western Brook 
Pond. (Weather permitting)   Please note that in order 
to reach the docks of the boat tour – we must walk 
(a fairly level) 3 km walk or approx. 45 minutes OR 
the Bonn Bay Boat tour which requires no walking. 
Tonight is a special treat as we enjoy the “Pub Night 
featuring the Anchors Aweigh Band”.  www.anchor-
saweigh.ca (B)  

Day 9: Sat., July 21 - This morning we continue 
our drive up the Northern Peninsula – known as the 
Viking Trail to St. Anthony. This afternoon we will visit 
the Sir Wilfred Grenfell Centre. We will be staying at 
Hotel North in St. Anthony for our 2 night stay. (B) 

Day 10: Sun., July 22 - This morning we will ex-
perience a 2.5 hour award winning boat tour with 
Northland Discovery in hopes of iceberg sightings, 
humpbacks and dolphins. It is a certified vessel with 
music, onboard Biologist & washroom equipped. In 
the afternoon we will visit L’Anse aux Meadows Inter-
pretative Centre. This is the only known Viking Site in 
North America and the earliest evidence of Europe-
ans in the western hemisphere. (B)

Day 11: Mon., July 23 – We will depart for St. 
Barbe where we will take the afternoon ferry (cross-
ing time of 1 ¾ hours) across the Strait of Belle Isle 
to Blanc Sablon, Quebec and then into Labrador. We 
will travel north to Mary’s Harbour where we will board 
the 6p.m.ferry that will take us to Battle Harbour. Bat-

Friday, July 13 to Friday, July 27, 2018 
Newfoundland & Labrador
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tle Harbour was for two centuries the economic and 
social centre of the southeastern Labrador coast. Af-
ter six years of research and painstaking architectural 
restoration, the efforts of the Battle Harbour Historic 
Trust have breathed new life into this place. Battle 
Harbour has been restored to its former glory and a 
living commemoration to the life and society created 
there by Newfoundlanders and Labradoreans during 
the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries. (B & D) 

Day 12: Tues., July 24 - Today relax and enjoy 
this unique part of our country. This morning there 
is an optional walking tour to further experience this 
fascinating era of Labrador history. Enjoy the spa ex-
plore the museum and artifacts. Enjoy this amazing 
home cooking for our 3 meals in the newly renovated 
dining room overlooking the water. (B, L, D)

Day 13: Wed., July 25 - Today we sail back to 
Mary’s Harbour at 9:00a.m. We will then travel south 
to the Parks Canada Site in Red Bay to learn about 
the Basque Whaling Port. A visit to Point Amour Light-
house, towering at 109 feet, it is the tallest in Atlantic 
Canada and second highest in the country will com-
plete our day. We will return to the Northern Light Inn 
in L’Anse Au Clair for our overnight stay. (B, L & D) 

Day 14: Thurs., July 26 - This morning we will 
leave Labrador on the first ferry and continue our drive 
south along the Viking Trail stopping at the Arches, a 
natural phenomenon carved over many centuries by 
the sea. We will overnight in Cow Head at the Shal-
low Bay Motel. (B & D) 

Day 15: Fri., July 27 - All good things must come 
to an end. Today we will visit The Table Lands area 
of the south side of Gros Morne National Park before 
flying home on our evening flight. Our return flight is 
AC# 685 departing at 7:40p.m. and arriving in Toronto 
at 9:15p.m. Our Hammond Coach will be there to pick 
us up and return us to our original departure points. 
(B & L)

Tour includes: transfer to Pearson International 
Airport in Toronto by motor coach, return flights, de-
parture taxes, airport baggage fees round trip,  mo-
tor coach transportation with Hamilton Tours Direc-

tor, 14 nights’ accommodation, hotel taxes, baggage 
handling for 1 large suitcase each, 14 breakfasts, 6 
lunches, 8 dinners, National Park pass, 3 boat cruises, 
2 Ferry Crossings, Pub Night Entertainment in Rocky 
Harbour, attractions, museum visits and guided tours 
as listed in the itinerary & HST of 15% in NL. 

Cost per person: Twin $5800.00 & Single $6400.00
An initial deposit of $1000.00 is required upon 

booking.  
A 2nd deposit of $2000.00 is due on December 1 

with the balance due in full by April 1, 2018.  
Travel Insurance is available through our office at 

the time of booking at an additional charge   

The price is based on a minimum of 30 passen-
gers travelling - Limited to a maximum of 36.

Cheques are to be made out to: Hamilton Tours 
Ltd.  

First and last name, mailing address, phone no, 
and birth date are required upon booking. 

In addition a next of kin or emergency contact 
name and phone number are also required to be kept 
on file. 

Flight numbers and times are tentative and can-
not be confirmed until August 2017.  

It is our wish to travel on direct flights from To-
ronto to St. John’s, Nfld on the outbound flight and 
from Deer Lake to Toronto on the return flight.  

Likewise Ferry crossings and times to Labrador 
will not be confirmed until April 2018.  

One month prior to the trip a package and letter 
will be mailed to each passenger with clothing sug-
gestions, travel tips for Newfoundland and Labrador 
and hotel addresses and phone numbers. 

Keep your email address up to date.  Contact membership@rto-ero.org to make changes.  Using 
a generic email such as gmail or yahoo rather than one provided by your carrier saves time especially 
when you are switching providers.  Then you don’t need to remember to notify RTO/ERO of changes.
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Mark Your Calendar!!

DISTRICT 17
Thu., May 24 AGM and Luncheon at Ferndale Banquet Hall in 
Barrie. RSVP Janice Napp. (See ad page 2). 
Wed., June 20 50th Anniversary Boat Cruise (see ad on page 4)
UNIT 1
Wed., April 11 Coffee and Chat at Lazy Tulip Barrie 10 am.
Sat., April 28 First Movie Day, 1 pm Barrie Uptown Theater
Wed., May 9, Coffee and Chat at Lazy Tulip,Barrie 10am.
Tues., May 8: Spring AGM & Luncheon at Ferndale Banquet hall in 
Barrie 10:30 am - 2 pm
Wed. Nov. 14:  Curling Bonspiel (see ad on page 18)
UNIT 2
Wed., May 2 Spring Meeting & Pot Luck Lunch in Coldwater.  
See Page 10 for details.
UNIT 3
Tue. May 1: Unit 3 AGM and Luncheon. Registration @ 11 a.m.  
St. Paul’s Catholic Church Hall, Alliston , ON
Coffee Breaks:  Alliston Coffee Culture 10 a.m. second Tues-
day of the month  (Sept. - June)   Bradford Coffee Culture 10 
a.m. second Wednesday of the month  (Sept. - June)
UNIT 4
Wed. Apr. 18-Spring Fashion Fling, Ideal Ladies Wear, 
Mount Forest, followed by lunch at The Spot. Meet at 
9:30- entrance to Walmart Collingwood parking for car-
pool. Contact Cathy Mackay-705-444-2426
Tues. May 1-Coffee Break, Affairs Cafe, Creemore, 9:30
Tues. May 8-Fairgrounds Road Cleanup, Shrine 
Club, 9 am. Lunch to follow with Hazel Gilchrist Par-
rish-705-428-3528. Rain date-May 10.
Wed. May 9-Unit 4 Spring AGM & Luncheon, Trinity Unit-
ed Church, Collingwood. We are celebrating  RTO/ERO’s 
50th Anniversary: 10:30-Social with entertainment by Sam 
Signer. 11:30-Meeting. 12:00 -Hot Lunch.
Register with $15 cheque to Anne Marie Inglis by April 25.  
Cheque subject-AGM Luncheon.  Contact Bev Brady-705-817-5672
Thurs. May 24-District 17 Spring Luncheon Meeting (free) See ad on 
page 2
Thurs. May 31-Mulmur Hills Tour and Lunch, Terra Nova Public 
House, 12:00.  Meet at 11:00- entrance to parking at Collingwood 
Walmart for carpool.  Contact Cathy-705-444-2426
Tues. June 5-Coffee Break, Eggsmart, Collingwood, 9:30, followed by 
a walk through the labyrinth for those interested.
Wed. June 13 - 50th Anniversary RTO/ERO-Fun and Friendship at 
Bygone Days Farm, 11:30 for picnic lunch followed by an historical 
tour. Register with $5.00 to Anne Marie Inglis by May 30. Cheque sub-
ject- Bygone Days. Contact Bev Brady-705 817-5672
Thurs. June 14- Theatre Collingwood, Gayety Theatre, 2:00. “Sun-
shine Express” matinee. Limited seats. $40. Reserve now by contact-
ing Sharon Stewart 705 445-6619. Payment to Anne Marie Inglis by 
April 25. Cheque subject-June Theatre. Optional dinner plans to follow.
Wed. June 20-District 17 Boat Cruise, Midland. See ad on page 4
Tues. July 3-Coffee Break, Georgian Bay Family Restaurant, Colling-
wood, 9:30
Tues. Aug. 7-Coffee Break, Georgian Circle Restaurant, Wasaga 
Beach, 9:30
Advance registration for events-CHEQUE ONLY-payable to RTO/ERO 

Dist. 17, Unit 4.  Mail to Anne Marie Inglis, 35 Robinson St., Colling-
wood, ON, L9Y 3L8 or leave in box (please do not ring bell) by due 
date.
A BIG thank you to all of our Unit 4 executive committee members who 
give of their time to support the social events and guide the activities 
within Area 4.  Some of our members have willingly served for many 
years and continue to do so.  Many of our Area 4 Executive also serve 
on the District 17 Executive.  
If you are considering a volunteer position with Unit 4 as a committee 
or executive member, please contact any one of our executive mem-
bers.  We would LOVE to have your input, and nominations will be at 
our May 9, 2018 AGM! 

Deadline for next issue: July 1, 2018

Almost the last word
EDITOR’S CORNER

This is my first almost solo effort as editor.  Even 
so, I could not have done it without help from our 
Editor Emerita, Peggy.  I have and will continue to 
rely on her expertise and guidance. It has been a 
pleasure working with her directly and now some-
what more sporadically. 

This year my husband and I drove south as we 
do every February. Although we have visited New 
Orleans in the past, I wanted to experience Mardi 
Gras.  And we did staying right in the French Quarter.

In the spirit of the occasion, I found myself a 
headdress in lieu of a mask.  Since I wear glasses, 
this worked and I love it.  

If you are a recent or seasoned RTO/ERO retiree 
and have something to share 
about your retirement experi-
ence feel free to submit your 
story (about 200 words) and 
an appropriate photo.

Please remember to sub-
mit your reports and stories 
in a timely fashion. Note the 
deadline submission date.

Margaretta

Happy

5 0 t h 

RTO/ERO
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If undeliverable, please return to RTO/ERO District 17, c/o 6138 14th Line, Alliston, ON  L9R 1V4

In Memoriam
They planted the seeds of knowledge 
in the fertile minds of their students 

and laid the foundations for  
our nation’s growth.

To their family and friends, we extend 
our deepest sympathy.

God speed you!

Jean Johnston
Geraldine LaChance
William LaChance
Warner Loiskandl
Alois Luja
David MacDonald
Mary McConney
Robert McVean
Joseph O’Regan
Olga Parsons
Edward Pigden
Gary Price
June Ramsay
Lloyd Scorgie
Neville Sharpe
Jean Sholtz
Antoinette Sinclair
Kenneth Smith
Kathleen Stewart
Agnes Thayer
Leo Traarbach
Donna Walc
Douglas Wilson
D. Mary Wilton
John Wray

Louis Aldous
Elsie Arnold
Ruth Bolt
Nora Brett
Gerald Brown
Fern Butineau
Jack Campbell
Kenneth Campbell
Iris Cinq-Mars
Celia Clarke
Thelma Cockburn
Harry Connor
Shirley Cunningham
Kenneth Davis
James Davison
Barry Elliott
Evelyn Farquharson
Helene Fernandez
Sally Finley
Dave Garner
Jean Gordon
Betty Hardy
Deborah Heath
Harold Henderson
Nancy Holmes
Janet Hulland


