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‘Small Town Philosopher’ 
brings chuckles to meeting

George Allen, President of Unit 1 (Barrie) in the guise of ‘The Small Town 
Philosopher’ entertained us with gentle philosophy from another time.
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yearly for District 17 members of RTO/
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content on topics of interest to the 
retired education community. The views 
expressed are those of the authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the official 
position of RTO/ERO District 17.

Website: district17.rto-ero.org

Editor Peggy Gemmell
Contact editor at peggygemmell@
sympatico.ca

On a windy May 21st. at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Church in Elm-
vale, RTO/ERO members gath-
ered for our Annual District 17 
Spring Luncheon Meeting. Mem-
bers enjoyed coffee and punch 
while socializing prior to President 
Gail King calling the meeting to 
order. Gail welcomed everyone to 
the AGM and started the proceed-
ings. Gail introduced guest Martha 
Foster, RTO/ERO Provincial 1st 
Vice President, who brought greet-
ings from Provincial. 

Gail Croll led us in singing 
O Canada and read a beautiful 
poem in memory of members who 
passed this year.

Mary Lou Meiers and Henry 
Gabriels respectively presented 
the Secretary’s and Treasurer’s 
reports for acceptance. Henry as-
sured us we are on target with 
our budget. Members were then 
updated by representatives for 
Health and Insurance, Member-
ship, Political Advocacy, and Re-
cruitment. ‘Esteemed’ Archivist Lu 
LaFrance encouraged everyone to 
have a look at the Archival Items 
she brought as well as the Pro-
ject Display. Paul Healey brought 
everyone up to date on upcoming 
travel plans for Agawa Canyon this 
September, New York City in May, 
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DISTRICT 17

Message from the President
New members!

For the 2015-2016 year, it will be my privilege 
and pleasure to work with the outstanding Executive 
who capably serve the members of District 17. The 
returning committee chairs were appointed at the 
June 4 Executive meeting when Janice Napp was 
also welcomed as the new 2nd Vice President. This 
is a very capable group who can address your con-
cerns as well as work on your behalf. The contact 
information for the Unit and District Executives can 
be found in this issue. These dedicated volunteers 
deserve our many thanks!  

As you join us in retirement or from another Dis-
trict, we hope you also make RTO/ERO an integral part of your life. Each unit 
has a variety of activities for members to enjoy and they are listed in Mark Your 
Calendar at the back of this newsletter. Everyone is welcome at the District 17 

Margaret Holroyd

Unit 1 Simcoe Centre
John Anthony Branje
Maria E. Branje
Elizabeth A. Brooks
Ray Cepas
Judith Cooke
Oge Chavannes Fitrion
Lynn Giller
Mary Grise
Deborah LeForte
Elizabeth K. MacDonald
Dorothy Ramsay
Kirk Swales
Olivia Thornley
Catherine Waffle
Jim Elich
Wadia Kirolos
Cindy Mills
Beverly O’Neill
Unit 2 Simcoe North
Marilyn Forget
Stan Isoki
Brenda Maw
Kathleen McMillan
Karen Moon
Karen Murphy
Kimberley Wynott
Terry Arnott
Sylvia Barnard
Harry W. J. Connor
Merlene Cook
Nancy P. Holmes
Gale C. Niblock
Joan Nicklin
Unit 3 Simcoe South
Mary Lafazanos
F. Peter Roffman
Nathalia H. Sugden
Unit 4 Simcoe West
Sheri Bulfon
Mary Ellen Craven Shields
Judith Gatt
Tanya Green
Melissa McClintock
Robert Rawson
Debbie Eskra
Paul A. Gundry
Jennifer Ann Lawrence
George McMaster
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District 17 Executive
2015 to 2016

Fall and Spring Luncheon Meetings. Our Fall Luncheon 
will be on September 24th, please refer to the ad below for 
more information. The District 17 Recognition Awards are 
presented at this Fall Luncheon.

Further information about our Unit and District ac-
tivities can be found in The Bulletin Board published by 
Peggy Gemmell and on our website (www.district17.rto-
ero.org) which is updated by webmaster Cathy Sirdevan. 
There are also links on this site to Provincial and the RTO/
ERO Charitable Foundation. A huge thank you to both of 
these members for keeping us informed.

A new Executive Director for our organization was ap-
pointed at Spring Senate. Jim Grieve will replace Harold 
Brathwaite who is retiring after 11 years leading our organ-
ization of over 72,000 members! Jim Grieve’s experience 
ranged from teacher to  Director. In 2009 he was appointed 
Assistant Deputy Minister of the Early Learning Division 
for the Ontario Ministry of Education where he was re-
sponsible for the implementation of full-day Kindergarten. 
Provincial President June Szeman states: “RTO/ERO is 
pleased to have a person with Jim Grieve’s experience 
and qualifications.” 

Provincial is very active on our behalf. They research 
and make recommendations of benefit to our members. 
Provincial recently donated $10,000 for relief in Nepal fol-
lowing their disaster. At Spring Senate they encouraged 
members to visit www.choosingwiselycanada.org to view 
61 fact sheets on a variety of topics of interest to retirees. 
They advised a Health Benefits Comparison Chart be re-
introduced. Donation cards are now available for the RTO/
ERO Charitable Foundation. To assist Provincial in plan-
ning future actions on our behalf, a new member survey 
will be coming out soon. 

District 17 is to host the Pre Senate this October in 
Guelph. As President, I will be attending Senate in Toronto 
with 1st Vice President Glenn Conduit as Senators for 
District 17. 2nd Vice President Janice Napp and Political 
Advocacy Rep Andy Prokopich will attend Senate as Ob-
servers.

At the Senate Banquet we will be privileged to see 
District 17’s long serving volunteer, Daisie Gregory, hon-
oured with the RTO/ERO Distinguished Member Award. 
Past President Gail King will also be in attendance to see 
Daisie accept her Award as she serves on the Provincial 
Constitution Committee. Paul Healy, our District Travel 
Representative, was also recently named to the Provincial 
Member Services Committee. Congratulations, Paul!

In the following year, I look forward to meeting many of 
you at various functions. I hope you can come out and join 
us at the District Luncheon Meeting on September 24th.

District 17 President Margaret Holroyd

Past President
Gail King 
9072 County Road 5, Mansfield, 
ON, L0N 1M0 705-435-5873
retiredteach1@hotmail.com
President
Marg Holroyd
209737 Hwy 26 Blue Mountains, 
ON, L9Y 0M8 705-445-6227
mhol@rogers.com
1st Vice President
Glenn Conduit
252 Plymouth Trail, Newmarket, 
ON, LY36G7 905-895-3645
gconduit@rogers.com
2nd Vice President
Janice Napp
4874 Line 12 North, Coldwater,
ON, L0K 1E0  705-835-0094
janicenapp@gmail.com
Secretary
Mary Lou Meiers
18 McLaughlin St., Minesing, 
ON L0L1Y2   705-725-9087
mlmeiers@sympatico.ca
Treasurer
Henry Gabriels
5868 9th Line, Egbert, 0n
L0L1N0 705-458-4529
hgabriels@yahoo.com
Archivist
Lu LaFrance
4660 Line 5 N., R.R. #1 Hills-
dale ON, L0L 1V0 
705-835-6063
Charitable Foundation
Janet Politi Berni
705-445-7712
jpolitiberni@bell.net
Goodwill
Gail Croll
47 Rodrium Rd., Wasaga Beach, 
ON L9Z 1R5, 705-429-2833
ronandgail@rogers.com
Health and Insurance
Roger Heath
32 Sunnidale Rd., Barrie, ON
L4N 1G7, 705-737-9620
rsheath@mcw.net
Membership Coordinator
Daisie Gregory
221 John St., Box 261, Stayner, 
ON, L0M1S0  705-428-2785
gregsta@rogers.com

Recruitment/RPW
Anne Marie Inglis
35 Robinson St., Collingwood, 
ON L9Y 3L8, 705-444-6428
anneing@lynx.org
Pension & Retirement 
 Concerns
Sharon Kitsemetry
278 Hurst Drive, Suite 112, Bar-
rie, ON, L4N 0Z3 705-722-7126
sharonkit@hotmail.ca 
Political Advocacy
Andy Prokopich
Box 524, Alliston, ON, L9R 
1V7  705-435-9237
an.prok@hotmail.com
Newsletter Editor
Peggy Gemmell
Apt. 709 - 65 Ellen St.
Barrie, ON, L4N 3A5
peggygemmell@sympatico.ca
Travel
Paul Healy,
5911 County Rd. 56, Egbert, 
ON, L0L1N0 705-435-4951
pfhealy@yahoo.com 
Webmaster
Cathy Sirdevan
1238 Birchcliffe Cres. R.R.#4,
Orillia, ON L3V 6H4  705-326-
3768
cathy.sirdevan@gmail.com

Unit 1 Contact
George Allen
177 Ritchie Crescent, Elmvale, 
ON, L0L 1P0 705-322-2076
george.allen@sympatico.ca
Unit 2 Contact
Janice Napp
4874 Line 12 North, Coldwater,
ON, L0K 1E0  705-835-0094
janicenapp@gmail.com
Unit 3 Contact
Cathy Eichhorn
647 Simcoe Rd., Bradford, ON
905-775-6348
catheich@hotmail.com
Unit 4 Contact
Janet Politi Berni
705-445-7712
jpolitiberni@bell.net
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Retired Teachers of Ontario - District 17 
Curling Bonspiel in Elmvale
Wednesday, November 18, 2015
George Allen - Bonspiel Organizer

1.  This is a team entry: (Teams and individual entries will be accepted)

Contact person: _________________________ phone _______________

Email address _____________________________________ 

Team must be made up of both sexes - at least one male or female. This team is from 
Unit ________.  There will be a prize for the winning unit as well as winning teams.  
This bonspiel could become a yearly challenge sports event.  Let’s make it happen!

2. (Or) You may enter as an individual and be placed on a ‘make up’ team.

Name: ________________________________ phone _______________

I would be happy to play: (please check one or more below) Beginners  should play 
lead. 
a. Lead ______ b. second ______ c. vice _______ d. skip _______   How many years 
experience do you have curling? _________   

3. Please enclose a cheque for $25 per person made out to RTO/ero 17-1    I just need 
to know your intentions ASAP Entry includes lunch and prizes. 

Mailing address: George Allen, 177 Ritchie Crescent, Elmvale, ON, L0L 1P0!  Other 
contact info: george.allen@sympatico.ca 1-705-322-2076

4. Payment must be received by: Tuesday, Nov. 10, 2015 
 
5. I would prefer to be on ___________ (choose from below)!   Draw 1 (games at 8:30, 
11:30, 2:45 )     Draw 2 (games at 10:00, 1:00, and 3:30)   Leave for home by 6:00 pm

George may not be able to give everyone their choice.

Directions: Half way down the business core in Elmvale turn onto Maria Street, and 
you will see the arena. Park in the arena parking lot. The Curling rink is attached to the 
arena. 
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Unit 1 Executive 
2015-2016
President 
George Allen
george.allen@sympatico.ca

Past President (Publicity)  
Neil Urquhart
patandneil@sympatico.ca

Vice President
Susan Jarson
sandgjarson@rogers.com

Vice President
Open

Treasurer
Ausma Ozolins
Withheld

Secretary
Rochelle Mulholland
rochelle25@bell.net

Membership
Elizabeth Fanson 
bethf1234@gmail.com

Communications
Doug Bailey
dhwbailey@yahoo.com

Directors
Lu LaFrance (Archivist) 
Nil
June Ballard 
juneballard@sympatico.ca
Peggy Gemmell (Newsletter)
peggygemmell@sympatico.ca
Connie Gillespie (Goodwill)
hcgillespie@bell.net

Members at Large
Kathy Dunn
kdunn68@rogers.com
Betty MacMillan
bettymacmillan@rogers.com
Lynn McLean
mcleanassociates@sympatico.ca
Krystyna Payette
thepayette@sympatico.ca

Unit 1
Report

Continued on page 21

Susan Walsh of Educators Financial Group with Susan Jarson after the 
presentation at Unit 1’s Spring luncheon. 
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President George Allen opened 
our annual Spring Meeting and Lunch-
eon at Ferndale Banquet Hall, Barrie 
on Tuesday, May 7 with another enter-
taining rendition of “The Small Town 
Philosopher”. George welcomed eve-
ryone and encouraged members to 
consider volunteering. 

Gail King, District 17 President, 
brought greetings and invited mem-
bers to attend the District’s free Annual 
Spring General Meeting and Lunch-
eon on May 21 in Elmvale. Gail men-
tioned upcoming Senate meetings and 

invited members to contact her if they 
were interested in attending a meeting 
as her guest. 

Sharon Kitsemetry, our District 
Pension and Retirement Concerns 
Representative brought greetings and 
mentioned that members can go to the 
RTO/ERO website, and also her cur-
rent Bulletin Board Report, to review 
key goals, fact sheets, etc.

Unit One’s Vice President Susan 
Jarson encouraged members to check 
out our special events chart with up-
coming planned events. She also en-
couraged everyone to add any future 
ideas/interests. One on June 11, 2015, 
was a get together at The Good Vibes 
Coffee House. Some members and 
their guests from most units attended 
and enjoyed a great evening of enter-
tainment.

Our long time Treasurer Ausma 
Ozolins reported a current balance of 
approximately $2,950. She mentioned 
detailed reports were on each table. 
Ausma offered a free Unit One Lunch-
eon coupon to first time members or 

Financial info from Educators

Peggy Gemmell, newsletter editor, 
shares a joke with Gail King, District 

17 president, before the luncheon. 
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Unit 2
ReportUnit 2 Spring Meeting and Potluck

The Co-ordinating Committee 
for Unit 2 • 2015-2016

Joan Banbury  705-487-2108
Helen Doyle   705-325-3876
Renie Drybrough 705-325-9499
Marilyn Elliott  705-325-8325
Andrea Millward 705-534-4582
Janice Napp  705-835-0094
Lorrie Smelko 705-322-3037
Patty Smith  705-689-3404

Unit 2 held its Soring Meeting and Luncheon on May 
6, 2015 at the Coldwater Curling Club.

Andrea Millward welcomed members and visitors to 
the meeting and lunch. She invited the Pensionnaires, our 
entertainment, to lead us in the signing of Oh Canada. 

Andrea Millward then introduced the Co-coordinating 
Committee and thanked them for their work in planning Unit 
2 events. She then recited Grace, giving thanks for friends 
and food. Tables were numbers and invited to partake of 
the Potluck buffet. The wide variety of salads, main dishes 
and desserts was overwhelming delicious and enjoyed by 
all those present. 

Joan Banbury spoke about the grants available both 
through the District ($4,000) and the Province ($100,000) 
to groups who present a proposal for consideration. Her 
group, the Hawkestone Women’s Institute submitted a 
proposal and received $775 for their project. Since 2009, 
this group has given 420 bags to the Green Haven Shelter. 
These bags are given to meet the needs of women and 
children in crisis and contain such items as pajamas, toi-
letries, stuffed toys, hats, mitts and a variety of personal 
items. She brought bags and items for display. Applications 
for 2015-16 must be in to the District by December 1, 2015.

Gail King President, brought greetings from District 17. 
She thanked the Co-coordinating Committee for a won-
derful year. We were reminded that address and e-mail 
address changes must be made through Head Office in 
order to receive future communication. The Annual General 
Meeting will be held in Elmvale on May 21, 2015. It is an 
election meeting and a free lunch. Members are asked to 
register by May 14 if planning to attend. 

If no Charity is de signated when a member passes, 
a donation from the 
District will be made 
to the RTO Charita-
ble Foundation Geri-
atric Care. 

RTO members 
can help during elec-
tion time by encour-
aging others to get 
out and vote.

Gail King en-
couraged all to check 

the Bulletin Board for Paul Healy’s amazing planned trips. 
Many have already signed up for the trip to Ireland, Agawa 
Canyon, New York City Bus Tour, and the Danube River 
Cruise. 

Gail explained the grant process for District 17 and 
Provincial RTO and encouraged groups to make submis-
sions for these funds.

District 17 has purchased a new TV monitor for use 
throughout the District. By just placing your memory stick 
of photos, etc. in the monitor, it will keep looping displaying 
your photos and presentation. It is available for all to use.

Regrets were received from Roger Heath, our Health 
Representative. Follow the Bulletin Board for Health Insur-
ance updates.

Helen Doyle called upon Joan Banbury and Rene 
Drybrough to do the “In Memorial” presentation and light a 
candle as the names of all those who passed in Unit 2 were 

 William Avery and Bob Thomson from Penetang 
enjoying a cup of coffee at the Bonaire Golf Course.

Continued on page 17

Ella Smith, Lynne Scott, Al Scott and Marg Graham 
helping themselves to a most delicious pot luck lunch.
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Unit 3 members learn about changing 
trends in the antique business

Unit 3 Executive 
2015-2016

Unit 3
Report

Continued on page 20

Treasurer    
Henry Gabriels  
5868  9th Line, Egbert, ON  
L0L 1N0  705- 458-4529  
hgabriels@yahoo.com

Secretary    
Cathy Eichhorn
647 Simcoe Rd., Bradford, 
ON L3Z 2A6  905 775 6348
catheich@hotmail.com

Goodwill    
Nancy Horsburgh  
8187 Main St., Everett, ON 
L0M 1J0  705-435-5115   
nancyjhorsburgh@bell.net
Zelia Gaspar 
(Goodwill Bradford)
zeliagaspar@hotmail.com

Membership/Telephone  
Dorothy Cauthers 
215 Albert St. W., Alliston, ON 
L9R 1B6  705-435-7734  
thjj@rogers.com

Committee Members at 
Large
Gail King 
705-435-5873
retiredteach1@hotmail.com

Andy Prokopich
705-435-9237
an.prok@hotmail.com

Paul Healy
5911 County Rd. 56, Egbert, 
ON L0L 1N0  705 435 4951
pfhealy@yahoo.com

John Gilbert
4 Hamilton St., Cookstown, 
ON L0L 1L0  705-458-9095
johngilbert901@gmail.com

Ruth Ann Turnbull
519-986-4517
rajturnbull@sympatico.ca

Luncheon guest, Mardi Dodington, and 
her collection of oddly shaped ice buckets.

The Unit 3 Spring Luncheon and 
General Meeting took place at St. 
Paul’s Catholic Parish Hall in Allis-
ton on May 5 with 77 members and 
guests in attendance. John Gilbert 
and Brian Brooks registered mem-
bers at the door and Cathy Eich-
horn and Nancy Horsburgh greeted 
guests as they arrived. 

Members enjoyed time before 
the meeting to visit one another 
and view the display board brought 
in by Jean McNair with pictures of 
the  Orphanage in Tacloban City, 
The Philippines. Jean’s proposal 
for a Service to Others Grant to 
make repairs to the orphanage was 
 approved for a Provincial Service to 
Others grant in 2014. We also en-
joyed a digital photo display of past 
RTO/ERO District 17 travel and Unit 
events.

Henry Gabriels welcomed all 
members and guests to our Spring 
General Meeting and Luncheon and 
introduced members of the Execu-
tive and guests at the Head Table. 
Henry also highlighted important 
histor ical events and discoveries that 
took place on May 5.

After the singing of O Canada 
, led by Lawrence Lindsay, Nancy 
Horsburgh read a poem in memory 
of members Martin Sugden, Car-
rol Good and Elaine Gadsden who 
passed away since our Fall meet-
ing in October 2014. We observed a 
minute’s silence in their memory.

A short business meeting fol-
lowed with reports from the Secre-
tary, Treasurer, Goodwill, and Mem-
bership Reps. District 17 President, 
Gail King, brought us up to date on 
Provincial and District matters in-
cluding the RTO/ERO Foundation 
and the recipients of our District 
17 Grants. We are also submitting 

a Provincial Service to Others grant 
proposal this year for the Orillia Youth 
Symphony. The Provincial Grants re-
cipients will be announced in the Fall. 

Roger Heath was on hand to an-
swer any questions members had on 
their RTO/ERO Health Insurance Plan. 

Paul Healy, District 17 Travel Rep, 
gave a brief overview of the trips we 
have organized in the past year A trip 
planned for May 2015 to Ireland proved 
to be very popular and is fully booked. 

Paul also planned a trip to the 
Agawa Canyon for the Fall of 2015 and 
a trip to New York City for the Spring of 
2016. There are only 10 places left for 
the Agawa Canyon Trip. A cruise on the 
Danube River is planned for the Fall of 
2016. 
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Unit 4 Executive 2015-2016 (back l-r) Marg Holroyd, Janet Politi Berni, Anne Marie Inglis, 
Shirley Lockwood, Nancy Tully Peever, Daisie Gregory, Sharon Stewart, Carol Day Rice   

(front l-r) Carolyn Campbell-Sheen, Sue Thompson, Robyn Bach, Dawn Jackson

Unit 4
Report

‘Fun and friendship’ with Unit 4

Continued on page 13

Past President & Vice-
President     
Marg Holroyd
209737 Hwy 26 W, Blue 
Mountains, ON L9Y 0M8
(705) 445-6227
mhol@rogers.com
President & Archivist
 Janet Politi Berni
(705) 445-7712            
 jpolitiberni@bell.net
Treasurer              
Anne Marie Inglis
35 Robinson St., Colling-
wood, ON L9Y 3L8
(705) 444-6428
anneing@lynx.org
Secretary              
Nancy Tully-Peever
ntpeever@gmail.com
Goodwill               
Carol Day Rice
(705) 428-3334
cwrice@rogers.com
Health & Insurance                
Daisie Gregory
221 John St., Stayner, ON 
L0M 1S0
(705) 428-2785
gregsta@rogers.com
Membership & Communica-
tion            
Shirley Lockwood
 (705) 428-3928
bob_shirley@rogers.com
Social & Recreation:                 
Dawn Jackson
(705) 444-1554
spenex@sympatico.ca                               
Directors (Social)    
Robyn Bach                             
robin.bach@sympatico.ca
Carolyn Campbell-Sheen                       
rsheen@bell.net
Sue Thompson                                
family.thompson@sympatico.ca
Directors                  
Leslie McKay
(705) 429-2775
cmckay11@rogers.com
Sharon Stewart
(705) 445-6619
stewartsharon@rogers.com

Unit 4 Executive 
2015-2016

Unit 4 certainly has been a so-
cial group this spring. On May 7, 20 
members enjoyed the spring sun-
shine during coffee break at Affairs 
Cafe in Creemore. On May 11, a 
dedicated team continued our service 
to the community by participating in 
the Fairgrounds Road Clean Up. A 
big thanks to Bill Courtney for host-
ing the group for lunch. We would be 
delighted if more members would join 
the team on September 14 for the fall 
cleanup ! !

Our Unit 4 Spring Luncheon 
Meeting was held at Trinity United 

Church in Collingwood. Sixty-one 
member attended, enjoying a deli-
cious hot roast beef meal prepared by 
the United Church Ladies. Wonderful 
photo displays of Unit 4 and District 17 
happenings were designed by Sharon 
Stewart. During the meeting, Presi-
dent Marg Holroyd welcomed District 
President Gail King and District Health 
Rep Roger Heath.

The Unit 4 Committee reports were 
given. Four lucky members were hap-
py to win the draw for a free luncheon 
ticket ! !

Gail King installed our new Execu-
tive for 2015-2016. We welcomed new 
Executive members Secretary, Nan-
cy Tully Peever and Director, Carolyn 
Campbell Sheen (Social). Returning 
Executive are President Janet Politi 
Berni, Past President Marg Holroyd, 
Treasurer Anne Marie Inglis, Goodwill 

Carol Day Rice, Health and Insurance 
Daisie Gregory, Social and Recreation 
Chair Dawn Jackson, Communication 
and Membership Shirley Lockwood, 
Directors Sue Thompson (Social), 
Robyn Bach (Social), Sharon Stewart, 

Friends at “Snow White” performance, 
King’s Wharf, Penetang- Lindi Milhausen, 

Nancy Tully Peever, Jeannette Schieck, 
Joan Fullerton, Gloria Greaves
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Unit 4 Executive 
2015-2016

Health Services, Insurance Report, Fall, 2015
Health Representative Workshop: Both 
Daisie’ Gregory and I attended the annual 
workshop for Health Representatives in ear-
ly June. The theme for this year’s workshop 
was ‘Exercise Your Choices’. On the Sun-
day evening, we were treated to two guest 
speakers, Dr. Sharon Strauss and Sarah 
Hume from Allianz Global Assistance.

Dr, Strauss is Canada Research Chair in 
Knowledge Translation and Quality of Care 
and Director of the Knowledge Translation 
program at St. Michael’s Hospital and Uni-
versity of Toronto. A little after-the-fact research on 
the government website revealed the following expla-
nation of “knowledge translation”: Proper implemen-
tation of research, also known as knowledge transla-
tion, helps patients, doctors, hospital managers, and 
policy-makers understand all of the available health-
care alternatives, and their respective benefits and 
risks, enabling them to make informed decisions.

Dr. Strauss noted that emergency rooms in Can-
ada are not senior friendly; referring to the numerous 
insults (I confirmed the word when speaking with her 
afterwards) to which elderly patients are routinely ex-
posed. In addition to whatever condition has brought 
the patient to the ER, the elderly often present with 
two or more existing chronic conditions. In these 
cases, she stressed the benefit of referral to a Rapid 
Assessment Clinic where a comprehensive geriatric 
assessment (medical, psychological, functional, cog-
nitive and social capability) can be conducted. Treat-
ment without considering the full package can lead to 
compounding of problems, especially delirium which 
is frequently present. Pain relief medication must be 
carefully balanced with any delirium and an individu-
alized pain regimen may need to be developed. De-
pending on circumstance, an occupational therapist 
may need to review hazards in the home that may 
hinder recovery. The patient’s active participation in 
rehab is essential for speedy recovery.

Dr. Strauss was critical of the shortage of beds 
which may lead to the elderly being held in ER for a 
number of days before being assigned a bed. Even 
then, there is a tendency to assign the patient to 
whatever bed is available, regardless of which ward it 
may be on. This practice, referred to as bed spacing, 
can lead to further disruption which can hamper re-
covery. She was also concerned about the excessive 
time (83%) patients spend in bed; leading to signifi-

cant loss of muscle strength of up to 5% 
per day. She commented favourably about 
a “Move On” strategy that has been intro-
duced into 14 hospitals in Ontario, lead-
ing to more effective treatment and faster 
discharge.

The involvement of a gerontologist in 
the care of older patients with complex 
needs is extremely beneficial. Not only 
can he/she conduct the comprehensive 
assessment, but patient care can be opti-
mised; be it in-patient (acute rehab, long-

term care etc.), or out-patient (day hospital, clinics, 
rehab etc.). It has been observed that geriatrician 
involvement increases the likelihood of being able to 
remain at home and patient cognition is improved.

The Allianz presentation that followed Dr. Strauss 
provided us with a overview of the role Allianz per-
forms with regard to out-of province/country coverage.

Allianz Global Assist provides 700,000 assists to 
travellers each year. It was noted that the severity 
of medical needs encountered by those travellers is 
showing an upward trend as they become more ad-
venturous and travel further afield.

The complexity of some cases was effectively 
demonstrated in a video that showed a young man 
with a ruptured spleen who needed a combination 
of two helicopters and one air ambulance to get him 
to Bangkok for an emergency, life-saving operation. 
To assist with patient recovery, transportation for his 
brother was also arranged.

Whenever possible, Allianz should be contacted 
immediately. If this occurs before seeking treatment, it 
may be possible for them to arrange an appointment 
at a recommended facility and set up direct billing to 
Allianz. If you are unable to contact Allianz prior to 
seeking medical attention, remember they must be 
notified within 48 hours, otherwise your claim may be 
limited to $2,000. In most situations, Allianz can ar-
range to be billed directly but in some locations this 
may not be possible and patients may be called upon 
to use their credit card!

When claiming any out-of-pocket expense, re-
member original bills must be submitted. Initially, 
 Allianz submits a claim to OHIP and only original bills 
(not electronic images) are accepted which can cause 
delays in settling a claim.

Continued on page 15

Roger Heath
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Pension and Retirement Concerns Report

Sharon Kitsemetry 

Fall 2015
The Provincial Pension and Retirement 

Concerns Committee spent much time com-
pleting plans for the September workshop 
for P&RC reps. I will attend this workshop as 
rep for Simcoe District 17 on September 27th 
and 28th. The major focus of the workshop is 
to help reps understand the three main kinds 
of pension plans. It will help them understand 
the value of defined benefit pension plans. 
Speakers from OTF, OTPP and OMERS will 
be present.

The latest committee initiative called “Staging Your 
Aging” will be presented also. This is the working title 
of a resource for members and districts that will assist 
with documents, workshops, links and related resources 

to assist seniors in their daily lives. Reps will 
be asked to further develop this web based 
resource.

There will also be information about visit-
ing the USA and the implications of the IRS. 

The Committee will also share their Stra-
tegic Plan for the next three years.

The P&RC manual was reviewed and 
updated. Copies will be distributed to District 
reps at the September workshop.

Twenty-nine Fact Sheets were reviewed 
and updated this year. Research has begun on two new 
needed Fact Sheets.

Submitted by Sharon Kitsemetry

Small Town Philospher entertained  Cont. from page 1

2016, and the Danube River Cruise in September 2016. 
Jan Politi Berni shared information about the new donation 
cards which are available for The RTO/ERO Charitable 
Foundation for anyone wishing to make recognition or in-
memorium donations. Peggy Gemmell reminded everyone 
to notify Provincial about a change of address so they can 
continue to get The Bulletin Board!

Everyone is encouraged to make use of our website 
at www.distict17,ero-rto.org and mark it on Bookmark 
or Favourites for quick access. The website has links 
to Provincial, pamphlets, The Bulletin Board, and a 
variety of other useful information for members. 

Unit representatives shared details of the many 
activities taking place throughout District 17. George 
Allen announced Unit 1 will host a Curling Bonspiel 
in Elmvale and he encourages each Unit to enter a 
team. More information is available elsewhere in The 
Bulletin Board.

Calls were made for nominations from the floor 
for the Executive positions: President, 1st Vice Presi-
dent, 2nd Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.

Following reports, members enjoyed a delicious 
roast beef dinner with whipped potatoes, veggies, 
coleslaw, rolls, and a wide variety of yummy home-
made pies with ice cream. The fresh rhubarb pie was 

very popular but the pecan pie was my favourite. This 
lunch was courtesy of District 17 and catered by the ladies 
of the church. 

After lunch George Allan, ‘The Small Town Philosopher’, 
delivered a number of original vignettes that had everyone 
smiling and laughing at his witticism. Well done, George!

Past President Janet Politi Berni made the final call for 
nominations and an election was held for the 2nd Vice Pres-
ident’s position. Martha Foster then inducted the 2015-2016 
District 17 Executive: Past President Gail King, President 
Marg Holroyd, 1st Vice President Glenn Conduit, 2nd Vice 
President Janice Napp, Secretary Mary Lou Meiers, and 
Treasurer Henry Gabriels. 

Outgoing President Gail King thanked everyone for their 
support during her term as President and shared how much 
she enjoyed the experience. She then presented the Presi-
dent’s pin to Marg Holroyd, who in turn pinned Gail with the 
Past President’s pin. Marg stated she was looking forward 
to the coming year, especially working with the dedicated 
executive members and visiting the units. She then drew 
names for the floral centerpieces while Gail handed them 
out. Marg encouraged everyone to attend the Fall Luncheon 
on September 24 at Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Elmvale 
and wished everyone a good summer and safe travels.

Submitted by Margaret Holroyd
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District 17’s long serving volunteer, 
Daisie Gregory, will be honoured with the 
RTO/ERO Distinguished Member Award 
at this fall’s Senate in Toronto. Only three 
such awards will be presented! 

Past President Gail King submitted 
Daisie’s name to Provincial along with a 
letter of support from Roger Heath and 
the unanimous support of the District 17 
Executive! 

Quoting excerpts from Roger’s letter: 
“Daisie’s exemplary service at the Unit, 
District and Provincial level ... her vast experience ... 
provides an equally valuable, compassionate ‘ear’ 
... freely volunteering for a variety of tasks ... Daisie 
displays a work ethic second to none.” Daisie has 

been a member of District 17 Executive 
since 2001, serving in Vice and Presi-
dent positions for four years, as District 
Health Rep AND District Pension and 
Retirement Rep for four years and as 
District Membership Chair from 2012 to 
present. At the Provincial Level, Daisie 
was a member of Health Services Insur-
ance Committee for six years, including 
three as Chair.  Daisie has also served 
as the Unit 4 Health Services Rep from 
2001 to present! Daisie visits schools, 

retirees and Teacher and Affiliate Repre-
sentatives regularly to establish valuable contacts. 
“That Daisie consistently goes above and beyond is 
an understatement.” Well done Daisie!

Submitted by Margaret Holroyd

Daisie Gregory recognized by RTO/ERO

Daisie Gregory

 We know that everyone in Dis-
trict 17 will join all of us in Unit 4 in 
congratulating Mary Moles and wishing 
her all the best on the occasion of her 
108th birthday in July, 2015. 

 A visit to see Mary is always a de-
light. She welcomes her visitors into a 
bright sunroom filled with plants, and 
with a lovely view of the outdoors. In 
winter, Mary loves to sit here, where, as 
she points out, “it’s nice and cozy and I 
can sit and laugh at the snow!”

 Mary was born in Nottawa, where 
she lived in two different residences 
until 1952 when she and her husband 
Ross built their family home at Bat-
teaux. It was in this home that they 
raised their two daughters, Ellen and 
Lenore. Ross passed away in 1980 
and later Mary lived for several years in 
Duntroon with her daughter Ellen and 
son-in-law Norm before they all  to the 
family home at Batteaux, where they still live today. For 
many years, Mary has celebrated Christmas with her ex-
tended family, alternating each year between the homes 
of her two daughters. The family has grown to include four 
grandchildren and one great-grandson.

 Mary taught for sixteen years, be-
fore taking her first ‘retirement’. She 
later returned to teach for another 
sixteen years, before retiring in 1968. 
During her teaching career, she taught 
in Tiverton for two years. Then, while 
teaching at Batteaux, she had to live 
with her brother because there were 
rules that the teachers had to live near 
the school in which they taught. Mary 
went on to teach in the area known as 
Kirkville, on Mountain Road on the way 
to Blue Mountain. In the winter, she 
lived with the Kells family, so she could 
get to the school more easily than trav-
elling from Nottawa. Mary also taught 
for four years in what was then called 
S.S. #9, the public school in Nottawa. 
She left teaching when she married, 
and then had her two daughters. When 
she returned to teaching, Mary spent 
the next sixteen years between Fisher 

School (S.S. #13) and Baywood School until she  retired 
again in 1968. 

 Even in retirement, Mary continued in her role as a 
teacher, tutoring younger members of her extended family 

 Happy 108th Birthday to Mary Moles!

Mary is holding a photo of the staff and 
students of the Nottawa school S.S.# 9 
where she taught in the earlier years  

of her career.

Continued on page 22
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At the Spring Senate: Observers Paul Healy, Unit 3 and Lety 
Dudgeon, Unit 2.

Observers report, 88th Senate, Spring 2015
SPRING SENATE REPORT
May 11-13, 2015

It was an honour attending and representing Dis-
trict 17 at the Spring Meeting of Senate on May 12 & 
13, 2015 at the Toronto Marriott Eaton Centre in To-
ronto. Following the approval of the minutes from the 
previous Senate, we were informed  of the process in-
volved in appointing the new Executive Director.  The 
Succession Committee chose to interview 6 of the 37 
applicants. From these, two individuals were chosen 
to be interviewed by the Provincial Executive. They 
unanimously chose Jim Grieve to be recommended 
to the Senate to succeed Harold Brathwaite as the 
RTO/ERO Executive Director. Senate accepted this 
recommendation. 

The Media Release was distributed and provided 
us with some information about Jim Grieve.  He was 
appointed in November 2009 as Assistant Deputy 
Minister of the Early Learning Division for the Ontario 
Ministry of Education. Following an exemplary career 
as a teacher, school administrator and superinten-
dent in the North York Board of Education, Jim served 
as Director of Education in Ottawa-Carleton for four 
years before moving to the position of Director of Edu-
cation for 7 years with the Peel District School Board. 
Jim was also selected as Communicator of the Year 
by the International Association of Business Commu-
nicators in 2013.  Last year, he was honoured to re-
ceive the Ministry of Education Lifetime Achievement 
Award. June Szemann, RTO/ERO President, com-
mented that we are pleased to have a person with Jim 
Grieve’s experiences and qualifications accept the 
position of Executive Director of this organization. Jim 

Grieve will begin his duties as the Executive Director 
on June 15, 2015. June Szemann thanked Harold for 
his 11 years of strong leadership..

An informal discussion was scheduled on the 
topic, “We vs. They”.  Discussions occurred about 
the structure of the organization and how it works, 
who controls the organization, the Senate (Govern-
ing Body) or the Elected Executive? Many members 
spoke about the strengths of the organization, ac-
countability and transparency. It was concluded that 
debate is healthy and discussion leads to ideas and 
suggestions for how the organization moves forward. 

The remainder of Day One involved reports about 
the RTO/ERO Foundation, Provincial Executive and 
Committee Reports and Resolutions received from Dis-
tricts. Our Guest Speaker was Mr. Tai Huynh, the Cam-
paign Manager of Choosing Wisely Canada. 

Day Two began by introducing our newly appointed 
Executive Director, Mr. James Grieve and Jim’s address 
to Senate. The reminder of the morning continued with 
the remaining reports by the Standing Committees. The 
final report was delivered by the President, who thanked 
those who worked so diligently to keep things in order at 
the successful 88th Senate. 

Reported by Paul Healy & Lety Dudgeon
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Our Archivist” shares a social event binder with a group at coffee break 
in Creemore

and Leslie McKay. A special presentation was given 
to Arleen Scharf, a very dedicated long-term Director 
of our Unit 4 Executive who is retiring from the board, 
but will continue to be active in our events ! !

We were entertained by a local youth choir, The 
Sing Club, directed by Selina Ree. We sat in awe 
of their amazing performance. New President Janet 
Politi Berni thanked Marg Holroyd for her service as 
Unit 4 President and wished her well as incoming 
President for District 17 ! !

Following the June 2nd Coffee Break at the Geor-
gian Bay Family Restaurant, members headed to the 
“Mini Golf Invitation” at Georgian Manor Resort. The 
weather was perfect for the event at the beautiful set-
ting for 18 holes. Prizes were awarded at the Crystal 
Buffet Luncheon in Collingwood. It was a wonderful 
day of “fun and friendship” ! !

On June 11th, 37 members returned to King’s 
Wharf Theatre in Penetang for another enjoyable 
pantomime, “Snow White”. Patio dining at The Boat-

house, Midland then followed the 
performance ! !

During the summer, we will be 
enjoying Coffee Breaks at Georgian 
Circle Restaurant, Wasaga Beach on 
July 8th and Aug 4th at Coffee Cul-
ture, Stayner ! !

Be sure to check your “Mark Your 
Calendar 2015-2016” in this issue for 
new activities to enjoy (pole walking, 
Harbour Boat Tour, Dufferin Mu-
seum and Lunch and Collingwood 
Olive Oil Co., Oil tasting). 

Our sign up sheets will be avail-
able at the September 8th Golf/
Luncheon Meeting. Details for Golf/
Luncheon are available on the “Mark 
Your Calendar” and the website: www.
district17.rto-ero.org.

Submitted by Dawn Jackson Photos 
from Sharon Stewart

More activities from Unit 4 
Continued from page 8

District 17 Spring Luncheon- Unit 4 members enjoyed the day together and 
witnessed the installation of Marg Holroyd as President of District 17.

Fairgrounds Road Cleanup Team: Shirley Lockwood, Murray 
Skinkle, Branko Rayakovitch, Bill Courtney, Sue Thompson, 

(Hazel Gilchrist Parrish photographer)
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WATCH FOR SIGN UP INFORMATION IN YOUR SCHOOL

MEAL INCLUDED 
Cost: $20 per person 
spouses / significant others  

are welcome 
$10 will be refunded upon 
 attendance at workshop

• Draw for iPad •

Simcoe County District 17  
Retired Teachers of Ontario

cordially invites you to our

RETIREMENT PLANNING WORKSHOP
For all employees in Education 

Thursday, November 26, 2015 
4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Holiday Inn, Churchill Meeting Rooms
20 Fairview Road, Barrie

Topics 
• Pension and Financial Concerns
• Health Benefits and Insurance

• Personal Considerations
• Merit Travel

iPad Mini given away at each RPW
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Once you have contacted Allianz, they will guide 
you through the process step by step. If admitted to 
a heath care facility, an on-call registered nurse will 
become your case manager and monitor the situa-
tion until the emergency is over; when you will either 
continue with your vacation or return to your home 
province for further treatment.

If hospitalization will be required upon your 
return, to avoid the patient sitting in the ER for an 
extended period (see earlier comments from Dr. 
Strauss), Allianz will first ensure that a suitable hos-
pital bed is available.

Remember, the role of out-of-province/Canada 
health insurance is intended to cover you for a sud-
den and unforeseen medical emergency. If on-going 
treatment is required, once stabilized, the patient will 
be returned to their home province to complete the 
treatment. If the patient fails to comply and chooses 
to continue with their vacation, any claims resulting 
from that condition would no longer be covered.

A number of other issues were discussed at the 
workshop, some of the key points are referenced 
below with contact information for those requiring 
additional information:

iPod Project: This initiative of the Toronto chap-
ter of the Alzheimer Society of Canada is only avail-
able to Toronto residents, but similar projects are 
becoming available in other locations. Participants 
are provided with an iPod Shuffle loaded with per-
sonalized music. It has been observed that this has 
the power to act as a conduit of memory, improve 
cognition and communication, and to improve mood. 
Other desirable forms of interaction have also been 

Health Report
Continued from page 9

observed. The project coordinator is Sabrina McCur-
bin (smmccurbin@alzheimertoronto.org), or check 
out www.musicandmemory.org.

Eldercare Select: Now in its second year as part 
of the Extended Health Plan, access to the program 
continues to show significant growth and feedback 
has been very positive. This service provides assis-
tance to caregivers. Members who provide care to a 
spouse, a parent or even a neighbour, may contact 
Eldercare Select for guidance, support and, if neces-
sary, access to discounted services. Call 1-888-327-
1500 or check out www.eldercareselect.ca.

Healthy Feet: In addition to general care of the 
feet, chiropodists also treat dermatological prob-
lems, structural problems of the foot, sprains and 
strains, and diabetic- and rheumatological-related 
foot problems. For further information, check out 
www.ontariochiropodist.com. The term chiropody is 
now antiquated and Ontario is the last jurisdiction 
in the world to use the term legislatively. Moves are 
afoot (excuse the pun!) to adopt the modern and rec-
ognized term of podiatry.

Comparison Chart: A chart comparing RTO 
Health Plans with competitive plans was recently re-
introduced. The content of this new version is more 
comprehensive than before and includes a quick 
+/-/= comparison. In addition to the RTIP Plus plan 
offered by OTIP, there is also a comparison with the 
MROO Plan (often referred to as OMERS), available 
to members who were affiliated with OPSEU. If you 
know anyone who will retiring in the near future, or a 
retiree who was covered under a spousal or school 
board plan and now needs to seek alternative cover-
age, please direct them to the comparison chart on 
the first page of the RTO website (https://www.rto-
ero.org) . The second bullet under “Quick Links” on 
the left side of the screen will take them to the chart. 
They do not need to be a current member of RTO to 
access the chart. 

Booklets: Remember, Health Plan Booklets are 
issued every three years. The 2014 booklets will not 
be replaced until 2017. You will be notified of any 
changes that may occur in the meantime.

If you have any questions regarding the RTO 
Health Plan please send an e-mail to rsheath@mcw.
net (put RTO in the subject line) or leave a message 
at 705-737-9620. 

Submitted by Roger Heath
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Members are reminded to check the recent 
issues of Liaison and Renaissance, as well as 
the provincial and district websites, for up-to-
date information between newsletters .
Long-Term Plan

The end of 2014 saw the Foundation 
transitioning from the first, and transforma-
tional, goal of establishing a Chair in Geriatric 
Medicine to a longer-term plan for granting 
and fundraising. Through a survey to donors 
and RTO/ERO members in the Fall of 2014, 
the Foundation obtained valuable feedback to 
help set new priorities going forward. Support 
was clearly indicated for the goal of support-
ing geriatrics and/or gerontology research and 
training at post-secondary institutions, geriatric programs 
and services at regional hospitals, and for Ontario-based 
seniors’ organizations.
For 2015, the Foundation is proceeding with this high-
priority, high-impact goal:  Geriatrics/Gerontology Re-
search & Training at Post-Secondary Institutions - grants 
throughout Ontario.

The Board will be seeking a series of meetings with 
deans, and their team leads, at the medical schools listed be-
low, to have an open dialogue about potential partnerships 
and granting impact related to the Foundation’s mission. 

• McMaster University - Hamilton
• Northern Ontario School of Medicine - Sudbury/

Thunder Bay
• Queen’s University - Kingston
• University of Ottawa - Ottawa
• Western University - London
• Note: University of Toronto will be omitted from 

this granting cycle.
The expected timeline for grant decisions will be Fall 

2015, with successful grant recipients announced at the 
Fall Senate following a thorough review and selection pro-
cess by the Foundation Board.

In the future, the Foundation Board expects to broaden 
the scope of its granting as operational capacity continues 
to build. It will continue to work with RTO/ERO members, 
donors, corporate partners and others who support the 
shared vision of improving the quality of life of seniors.
Tribute Giving Program

Gifts made In Memory and In Honour of an individual 
are part of a giving program known as Tribute Giving. Gifts 
are recognized by the Foundation through a personalized 
card (subject to appropriate information being provided by 

the donor). Another aspect of the Tribute Giving 
program is having information available for obitu-
aries to direct donations to the Foundation as a 
way of honouring the deceased. The final aspect 
of the program is liaising with funeral homes in 
order to provide and maintain a supply of Foun-
dation donation cards. 

Note: All District 17 (and Unit) In Memoriam 
 donations made for deceased members will go 
to the RTO/ERO Foundation in the event that the 
family of the deceased has not specifically des-
ignated another charity.
RTO/ERO Chair in Geriatric Medicine at the 
University of Toronto - Update

The Chair campaign is complete, and we 
have only just begun to realize the tremendous impact that 
the RTO-ERO Foundation and its supporters can have on 
the overarching goal of improving the quality of life of seniors.

As this issue of The Bulletin Board goes to press, the 
successful candidate for the position of the Chair – Geriatric 
Medicine has been selected and the official announcement 
is expected by September. Please check your issues of Liai-
son and Renaissance, as well as the provincial and district 
websites for up-to-date information.
Local Speakers

As a resource for District meetings, a list of local speak-
ers on issues such as Aging and Wellness is being devel-
oped. If you know of anyone in our area who could do this, 
please contact District 17 DFR  Janet Politi Berni. 
PLEASE NOTE:  Our Foundation Logo is registered with the 
Canadian Revenue Agency. It cannot be used with other ad-
ditions or deletions.
How To Donate

Automatic monthly withdrawals from a bank account or 
credit card are available. Please contact Adina Nedelcu at 
Provincial Office. 1.800.361.9888.

Online:  www.rto-ero.org/ways-give-0
Phone:  Yolanda (office hours: Mon., Wed., Thurs.: 8:30-

4:30) 416-962-9463 or 1-800-361-9888 x 245
Email:  ybronstein@rto-ero.org 
Mail:  Cheques payable to: RTO/ERO Foundation (Fon-

dation ERO/RTO) 300-18, chemin Spadina Road, Toronto 
ON M5R 2S7

Content from RTO/ERO Foundation and Renaissance 
magazine.   Submitted by Janet Politi Berni, District 17 

Foundation Representative

RTO/ERO Foundation Report Fall 2015

Janet Politi Berni
District 17 

Foundation Rep.
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Unit 2 Spring luncheon meetings    Cont. from page 6

read out. This was followed by a poem “Learn To Make The 
Most of Life”.

Helen Doyle invited Gail King to come forward and 
conduct the Installation of Officers – The Co-coordinating 
Committee.

Joan Banbury introduced the Pensionnaires. This bar-
bershop quartet consists of three retired teachers (Bob 
Megaw - Tenor, Glenn Campbell - Melody, Lloyd Farquart 
- Bass and a retired engineer Gord McGregor - Baritone). 
From an arousing “Hello – Hi Neighbour” to the parting 
song “Auld Lang Syne”, the group presented a wonderful 
array of songs and entertainment. The song “I Am Cow” 
brought much laughter. Patty Smith thanked the Pension-
naires for coming and sharing their talents with us.

Patty then conducted a game of Loonie and Toonie for 
all to participate in and the funds raised will go to the Cold-
water Food Bank.

The next event planned for Unit 2 RTO/ERO will be the 
No Bells Brunch on Tuesday, September 8, 2015. This year 
the venue has changed and it will be held at the Mariposa 
Inn, 400 Memorial Avenue, Orillia. Members will meet at 
9:30 a.m. with brunch being served at 10:00 a.m. The cost 

is $12 for Members and $15 for Non-members. Newly re-
tired teachers and educational workers are guests of Unit 
2. Members are asked to please forward their cheques by 
August 21 to Joan Banbury, 11 Beechwood Crescent, Oro-
Medonte, ON  L0L 1T0. 

Submitted by Marilyn Elliot

(Also see new event for Unit 2 on page 20.)

The Pensionnaires, Lloyd Farquart, Bob Megaw, Glenn 
Campbell and Gord McGregor, presented a wonderful 

array of songs and entertainment.

The Political Advocacy Committee (PAC) continues to 
monitor a variety of issues that impact on RTO/ERO mem-
bers, but as it applies to all Provincial Committees, our 
Provincial Executive and Provincial Staff. The Provincial 
Executive continues to meet regularly with PAC to discuss 
current issues and provides feedback.

Presently PAC’s effort and focus have been centered 
on “Election Preparedness” which is now well underway. 
Planning a guide for an All-Candidates meeting, the crea-
tion of a generic advertisement and a brochure prepared by 
ACER-CART for use in the election are possible strategies 
Districts can use in the upcoming election.

PAC has created a guide with sample questions for 
candidates for planning All-Candidates meetings that is 
available to all Districts. PAC committee was briefed on the 
efficacy of consulting Politwitter (http://politwitter.ca) as a 
comprehensive source of political information.

One of the more recent PAC reports provided updates 
regarding the monitoring of Elder Abuse, the Canadian 
Medical Association and the Ontario Health Coalition. Also, 
regarding making Geriatric studies more prominent in On-
tario’s Faculties of Medicine, it was agreed that the goal 

should be to have mandatory rotation in geriatrics in place 
in all Faculties of Medicine.  Meetings were to be arranged 
with the Deans of Faculties of Medicine so that RTO/ERO’s 
position could be explained and furthered. Finally the On-
tario government is helping seniors stay engaged with their 
communities by doubling to $2 million the investment in 
the Seniors Community Grant Program.  The 2015 Seniors 
Community Grant Program will fund 367 not-for-profit com-
munity projects that foster volunteerism, social inclusion 
and community engagement for seniors. The funding is part 
of Ontario’s Plan for Seniors.

Finally with the school year coming to an end, talks be-
tween the provincial government and the teachers’ unions 
have been challenging with limited or no progress.  With va-
cation schedules, no new meeting dates planned from both 
sides and limited or any common ground for discussion, the 
new school year in September could have a very rocky start. 

PAC will continue to devote its time, attention and en-
ergies to the coming election, the possible province-wide 
strike in September and any other initiatives that Senate 
request it undertake.

Submitted by Andy Prokopich

Political Advocacy Report Fall 2015
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IRELAND TRIP – MAY 19 – JUNE 2, 2015 
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NEW YORK CITY TOUR 
RTO/ERO DISTRICT 17: MR. PAUL HEALY CO-ORDINATOR 

pfhealy@yahoo.com • (705) 435-4951 

5 DAYS – 4 NIGHTS:  May 7 – 11, 2016 
PROGRAM INCLUSIONS: 
 Return Deluxe Highway Coach 

Transportation  
 1 night accommodation at the Hampton Inn, 

Harriman Woodbury, NY 
 3 Nts. Accommodations at the Fairfield Inn, 

330 W 40th Street, Manhattan or similar.  
 Deluxe Continental Breakfast daily  
 All Hotel Taxes and Service Charges 
 24-hr. Emergency Telephone Contact  

 3 Group Dinners one in Woodbury 
Common, and two in Manhattan restaurants 
to be specified 

 Sightseeing (including Guide, Admissions 
etc.)  

 Scenic 1-hour cruise of Manhattan with 
views of the Statue of Liberty 

 Detailed and personalized Itineraries prior to 
departure 

PROGRAM EXTRAS:
 Comprehensive Insurance Coverage: Trip 

Cancellation (for Medical Reasons ONLY 
excluding certain psychological, psychiatric 
and pre-existing conditions), Baggage Loss 
and Damage AND Outside and Extended 
Health Coverage 

 Broadway Theatre tickets according to show 
selected 

 Any Meals or Attraction Costs not 
specifically mentioned in the Program 
Inclusions 

 Passport or Visa Fees 

 Items of a purely personal nature 

PROGRAM COST: 
 Per person, double occupancy, each of 40 Paying Passengers 

 Canadian Dollars - Fairfield Inn - Times Square - $1,269.00 
 Single Supplement add: $1,400.00 
 Travel with less than the stated # of Passenger may result in a program surcharge 

Ireland, May 19 to June 
2, 2015

 We all agree that the Ireland 
trip was a marvelous experience. 
Forty-nine travellers enjoyed a ter-
rific trip and we saw and enjoyed a 
lot of Ireland. Our coach driver and 
guide, Brian, showed us his beau-
tiful country and shared many his-
torical events. We have all come 
home wanting more of the same 
and I hope to plan another trip 
with Brian Rice. Please visit our 
District website (www.district17.
rto-ero.org) to view a selection of 
photos of some of the scenery we 
enjoyed. 
Agawa Canyon, Sept. 20 to 
Oct.2, 2015

This trip has been booked and 
the bus and train are filled with 56 
people who have paid their de-
posit to reserve their seat. I have 
begun a “wait list” so if you wish to 
be put on the list, please contact 
me soon.

We will be picking people up at 
three different locations along the 
route: car parks at Hyw 400 and 
89, Hwy 400 and Essa Rd. and 
Hwy #400 and Hwy. 12 near Cold-
water. I will be contacting each 
individual to determine which pick 
up is desired.
New York City, May 7 to 11, 2016

This New York City trip is de-
scribed in this issue of the Bulletiin 
Board Magazine. The dates were 
changed slightly from the origi-
nal published days in order to try 
and get cheaper accommodation 
rates. Please contact me soon if 
you wish to join us on this popular 
trip. 
Danube River Cruise: Budapest 
to Prague, Sept. 17 to 28, 2016 

We have 18 people who have 
taken advantage of the early 

Booking Bonus and reserved their 
cabin for this excursion. If you still 
wish to join us on this trip, please 
contact me to see if we can still 
get a good price for your desired 
cabin level. 
Have your Say:

I would appreciate any com-

ments or suggestions for future 
trips. I have heard that many of 
our Ireland travellers would like to 
go to Scotland in 2017. I am start-
ing to collect ideas to begin this 
and other adventures.

Submitted by Paul Healy, pfhealy@
yahoo.com (705)435-4951

Exciting travel plans for District 17
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Let Paul know of any ideas you have for day 
trips, or longer trips both near and far.

Members enjoyed a delicious Ham and Scal-
loped Potatoes lunch catered by D&M catering. 

Following our dinner break Nancy Horsburgh in-
troduced our guest speaker, Mardi Dodington. Mardi 
has a special interest in Antique objects and at one 
time she had an antique store in Cookstown but now 
operates a seasonal antique shop in Port Carling, 
Ontario. 

Mardi spoke of the quickly changing trends in 
the antique business. Often, what is a hot item one 
year will be hard to sell a year later. She brought 
along a few interesting objects that were popular in 
the past but few of us were able to identify in 2015. 

Members were also invited to bring in interesting 
antique items to share with the audience and Mardi. 
Thanks to the members that brought in their treas-
ures to share. 

Members won Spring potted plants or Gift Cer-

Members shared antiques with luncheon guest
Continued from page 7

Unit 3 Executive members Paul Healy, Andy Prokopich 
and Henry Gabriels looking amused and very relaxed at 

Unit 3 luncheon..

Update contact info 
with Provincial office

Would you like to keep up to date with the 
latest RTO/ERO news and communications? 

Contact RTO/ERO’s Provincial Member-
ship Department at membership@RTO/ERO.
org, or call 1-800-361-9888 to update your 
contact information, and don’t forget your 
email address.

District 17 gets all such information from 
the Provincial office and are not allowed to 
keep track of it ourselves. So please don’t 
send it to us. 

Provincial office only accepts address 
changes from the individual who owns the 
address,so we can’t even forward this on 
your behalf.

tificates for Coffee Culture that they can use at our 
Monthly Coffee Breaks in Bradford and Alliston.  

Submitted with photos by Cathy Eichhorn

Unit 2 
Join us for our first

“New Flavour of Events Out & About”
Saturday, October 3rd, 2015 – 10 am

Starting at the Midland Town Dock  
for A DAY IN  

MIDLAND/PENETANGUISHENE/GEORGIAN BAY 
FOR ARTISTS’ STUDIO TOUR

 We invite all members to the beautiful Georgian 
Bay area for the annual  studio tour. See www.the-
baystudiotour.com  for details.

 Art work featuring paintings, ceramics, glass, metal, 
wood and textiles can be seen and/or purchased en route 
amidst fall colours and vistas of the Bay.

 Lunch + snacks can be enjoyed out and about en 
route. Restaurant suggestions will be shared with you.

Come out and enjoy another “flavour” of Unit 2. 
Meet at the Midland Town Dock at the huge silver 
goose sculpture for carpooling at 10:00 a.m. Your 
Coordinating Committee members will meet you 
there and give you a brochure of studio locations.
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members who bring a new member. Throughout the meet-
ing Ausma entertained us with many door prize draws. 

Roger Heath, Health and Insurance District Repre-
sentative encouraged members to keep up with the chang-
es in Health Plans as of January 1, 2015. One included the 
change to the travelling Stability Clause. Another was the 
length of time allowed before returning home due to sud-
den and unforeseen medical emergencies. 

June Ballard, Goodwill Ambassador, gave us a report 

Unit 1’s meeting          on many of our members who were contacted since the 
Fall Meeting. Then June introduced Connie Gillespie who 
will now take over the position. 

Lu LaFrance, our esteemed Archivist, encouraged 
members to submit photos/info/etc. to her and also to 
check out her archival display at the break. 

Doug Bailey, Communications/Email Representative, 
mentioned that if members choose to use email in order to 
be contacted, they have to call Head Office with their new 
or revised email address. Doug also oversaw the voting of 
our new executive. 

Beth Fanson, Phone Caller Coordinator, updated the 
number of contacting phone callers and thanked them for 

all of their efforts. Beth also 
asked that anyone interest-
ed in volunteering contact 
her.

An appreciation for our 
luncheon to cooking staff 
was offered by Rochelle 
Mulholland. 

Roger Heath intro-
duced our speaker, Susan 
Walsh from Educators Fi-
nancial Group (swalsh@
educationalfinancialgroup.
ca). Susan talked about 
the benefits of the new in-
creased amounts allowed 
to transfer into the Tax Free 
Savings Accounts. After the 
presentation, Susan Jarson 
thanked her for such inter-
esting  information. 

George Allen gave clos-
ing remarks and mentioned 
the Fall 2015 Luncheon to 
be held on Thursday, Octo-
ber 22 at the Presbyterian 
Church, Elmvale. 

Ausma Ozolins needs 
the cheques for $20 to ar-
rive to her before Oct. 15, 
2015. Cheques are to be 
made payable to RTO/ERO 
17-1. Her address is 36 
Jodies Lane, Midhurst ON 
L0L 1X1. Ausma’s phone 
number is 705-722-8362. 

Submitted by  
Elizabeth Fanson

Biking Event on Tay Trail

Tuesday, September 29, 2015

Open to:  RTO members, family and friends

Details:  Meet at the intersection of Albert Street and Tay Trail in Victoria Harbour 
(parking nearby), travel to Midland, lunch at ‘The Boathouse Eatery’ (or as decided by 
bikers), return to Victoria Harbour.   About 25 km round trip.

Meet at Victoria Harbour at 10:00 a.m.  People wishing a shorter ride could meet the 
group as it passes St. Marie Among the Hurons.  About 10 km round trip.

Approximate time of return to Victoria Harbour - 2:30 pm.  

Rain date - Tuesday, Oct. 6

Let George Allen know if you will be taking part - george.allen@sympatico.ca 
or 705-322-2076.  He will notify you if plans change. 

Continued from page 5 
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in Math (her favourite subject) and Reading.
 In the spring of 2013, as she approached her 106th 

birthday, Mary helped to bring local history alive for the 
Grade 6 students in Heather Stewart’s class at Nottawa 
Elementary School. While helping Unit 4 Social Director 
Sharon Stewart to make the Valentine Cards for our senior 
RTO members, the students became aware of how many 
events had happened during Mary’s life so far. One of 
Mary’s young neighbours was also a student in the class. 

 Many questions came forth in quick succession. Each 
student wrote a letter to Mary asking her all the questions 
that came to mind. The range was impressive, from per-
sonal questions about her likes and dislikes, sports, hob-
bies and pets, to career matters and her impressions of 
historical events, science, and fashion. Mary read each 
and every letter with her daughter, Ellen, and reflected on 
the answers. Due to the volume of questions, they were 
sorted and organized into categories and Mary responded 
to them all during a lovely afternoon interview. Much of the 
information has already been shared in the above para-
graphs. 

  Here are some more of the highlights of her 
answers, sent back to the Grade 6 class:

 “Looking back on 105 years, I have many good 
memories … it would be hard to name a single ‘best’ 
one. As for all the new technology that has arrived 
over the years, I still feel that the old ways were bet-
ter for my purposes. Yes, I was alive when the Titanic 
sank, but I was very small. There was a local man 
who talked a lot about the sinking of the Titanic (I 
don’t know if he was there, or just liked talking about 
it). He was known as ‘Titanic Dick’.

 I did enjoy teaching very much. As both a stu-
dent and a teacher, my favourite subject was Math. 
Why did I choose teaching? Back then, it was the 
thing to do. My choices were: secretary, nurse, or 
teacher. Things certainly have changed! From my 
point of view as a teacher, the students in my classes 
were well-behaved.

 I never used a computer during my teaching ca-
reer (there were none). We didn’t play video games 
either. I did play on a baseball team in my early teens. 
We were called ‘Karkey Kids’. As uniforms, we wore 
bloomers and midi blouses. 

As for my taste in music, when I was younger we 
heard a lot of square-dancing music. John McKee’s 
grandfather played the violin for the dancing. 

 We were used to entertaining ourselves. As I 
mentioned, I played baseball, and when we were in-
doors, we played ‘math baseball’ in class. The Grade 
8’s would play with the younger students and would 
make sure the little ones won sometimes, too. Over 
the years, I also enjoyed playing euchre, solitaire 
and cribbage. I also have fond memories of my dog, 
Trixie.

You asked about the changes in fashion over the 
years … all I can say is that clothes are a lot more 
comfortable today! It’s interesting that you asked 
about my knowledge and experience of the space 
program. That experience must be quite an adven-
ture, but I wasn’t personally involved in the subject, 
since I’ve been retired since 1968.

 My first car was a 1929 Durant. You’ll have to 
look that one up to see what it looked like. I still 
 remember driving that car.

Finally, many of you asked about my ‘favourites’. 
Here they are:

• My favourite colour is blue.
• My favourite food is any food that is NOT to-

matoes!
• My favourite music is square-dancing music.
• I don’t really have a favourite quote.
• As a young person, my favourite books were 

those of L. M. Montgomery.
• One of my favourite authors is Ralph Connor.
I hope I have answered most of your questions. 

As I told you in my last note, I enjoyed your letters so 
much and appreciate that each of you took the time 
to write to me.

Have a wonderful summer!”
Mary Moles”

 When asked what advice she would give some-
one in order to lead a long and healthy life, Mary re-
plied simply: “Get the kind of work you enjoy and stay 
with it”. Great advice from one who knows.

Mary, we wish you continued good health and 
happy moments with family and friends!

 Submitted with photo by Janet Politi Berni,  
District 17, Unit 4

Mary Moles Cont. from page 11
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EDITOR’S CORNER

Almost the last word
The position of Newsletter Editor will be opening 

in the next year or two and I could use some help 
occasionally, proofing and tracking. It would be a 
good time now to hear from anyone who might be 
interested in taking on this important position. Com-
munication with our District members is critical to the 
strength of the organization. 

The job consists of collecting information and 
photos from all four units and from the district execu-
tive through the president. Then supervising the pro-
duction, printing and distribution. At this time, printing 
and distribution is pretty easy since Mclaren Press in 
Bracebridge looks after it totally. 

Please contact someone on the executive if you 
might be interested.

Mark Your 
Calendar!!

DISTRICT 17
Thurs, Sept. 24: Fall Luncheon at Our Lady Of Lourdes Church, 
Elmvale. 10:30 am social, 11 am meeting. $20 cheque to Henry 
Gabriels by Sept. 14th. 
UNIT 1
Tues., Sept. 29: Biking Event on Tay Trail. Open to all Dist. 17 mem-
bers. Contact George Allen. See ad on page 21.
Thurs, Oct. 22: Fall Luncheon at Elmvale Presbyterian Church (Queen 
Street East), 11 am - social time; 11:30 business meeting; 12:15 lunch-
eon;  1:15 entertainment by Chris and Janet Ness 
Wed., Nov.  18: RTO/ERO Dist 17 Curling Bonspiel in Elmvale. All units 
invited. $25 per person Contact George Allen. See entry form on page 4.
UNIT 2
Tues., Sept. 8: No Bells Brunch. at the Mariposa Inn, 400 Memo-
rial Avenue, Orillia. 9:30 am with brunch at 10 am. Cost is $12 for 
Members and $15 for Non-members. Cheques by August 21 to 
Joan Banbury, 11 Beechwood Cres., Oro-Medonte, ON  L0L 1T0.
Sat. Oct. 3: “New Flavour of Events Out and About” A day in 
Midland/Penetanquishene/Georgian Bay for Artists’ Studio Tour. 
10 am. at the Midland Town Dock.

UNIT 3
Tues., Sept. 15: Unit 3 Fall Executive Meeting,  @ 10 am. 
 Museum on the Boyne in Alliston
Tues., Oct. 6: Fall General Meeting and Luncheon: Registration 
@ 11 am  St. Paul’s Catholic Church Hall, Alliston , ON
Coffee Breaks:   Alliston Coffee Culture 10 am second Tuesday 
of the month  (Sept. - June)  Bradford Coffee Culture 10 am sec-
ond Wednesday of the month  (Sept. - June)
UNIT 4
Tues., Sept. 8: Back to School Golf/Luncheon Meeting at Twin Creeks 
Golf Club (formerly Wasaga Sands) , Wasaga Beach. 8:00 a.m. reg-
istration for golfers, golf begins at 8:30. Registration for non-golfers 
begins at 10:30 onward. Meeting is at 11:30 and lunch will be at 12:30 
 approximately. Menu includes tomato/basil pasta, fettuccine alfredo, 
caesar salad, potato salad, rolls, dessert, tea and coffee.! Golf and 
lunch $50.00. Lunch only $15! Cheques to Robyn Bach by Aug. 1. (robin.
bach@sympatico.ca, 705-445-9760, 112 Paterson Street, Collingwood) 
Cheque subject: “Golf/Luncheon Meeting.”
Mon., Sept.14 (raindate Sept.15): Fairgrounds Road Cleanup. Contact 
person needed.
Wed., Sept 16: Harbour Boat Tour from Collingwood Dock. 5:30 to 7:00 
p.m. Cruise only; $33.84. Cruise and Wine tasting; $56.44. Collingwood 
Charters reminds you to car pool or take a taxi. Cheques payable to 
Collingwood Charters delivered to Carolyn Campbell-Sheen by Fri.,
Sept.11. (rsheen@bell.net, 705-445-8791, 200 Robinson Street Colling-
wood) Cheque subject: “Boat Tour”
Thurs., Sept 24: District 17 Fall Meeting at Our Lady of Lourdes, 
Elmvale!
Wed., Sept 30: Pole Walking Workshop. 11 a.m. Contact Sharon Stew-
art (705-445-6619, stewartsharon@rogers.com)
Tues., Oct. 6: First Tuesday monthly Coffee Break: 9:30 at Affairs Cafe, 
Creemore
Wed., Oct 14: Dufferin Museum and Lunch at Mrs. Mitchell’s. Museum 
10:30-12:00, Lunch 12:30, Lunch menu: soup or salad, chicken, fish 
or beef, tea or coffee & dessert. $34.00 including tax and gratuity. Pay-
ment by cheque to Anne Marie Inglis by Oct. 2. Contact person: Caro-
lyn Campbell-Sheen (rsheen@bell.net, 705-445-8791) Cheque subject: 
“Dufferin Museum”!

Tues., Nov. 3: Coffee Break: 9:30 at Eggsmart Collingwood!
Tues., Nov.10: Oil tasting at Collingwood Olive Oil Co. 6:00 pm to 8:30 
pm. First 16 people to confirm by payment to Anne Marie Inglis by Oct. 
30. $10.00. Participants will receive 10% off purchases that evening. 
Contact person: Carolyn Campbell-Sheen (rsheen@bell.net, 705-445-
8791) Cheque subject: “Oil Tasting”
Wed., Nov. 18: Curling Bonspiel in Elmvale: Two teams have been 
entered from our Unit.
Tues., Dec. 1: 9:30 Coffee Break at Coffee Culture, Stayner. Christ-
mas Crafts for Seniors following Coffee Break hosted by Carol Day 
Rice. (cwrice@rogers.com)
Tues., Jan. 5: 9:30 Coffee Break at Georgian Bay Family Restaurant, 
Collingwood
Tues., Jan. 19: Potluck and Games. 11:30 a.m., Hosted by 
Robyn Bach. Please contact Robyn at robin.bach@sympatico.
ca or 705-445-9760! 
Tues., Feb. 2: 9:30 Coffee Break at Eggsmart, Collingwood. Valentine 
Cards and Crafts for Seniors following Coffee Break hosted by Sharon 
Stewart (stewartsharon@rogers.com), 705-445-6619)!
Tues., March1: 9:30 Coffee Break at Yamma’s Grill, Wasaga Beach!
Tues., April 5: 9:30 Coffee Break at Coffee Culture, Stayner!
April ?: Creemore Brewery Tour and Lunch: Details to follow 
Advanced registration for events: CHEQUE only! !
Golf/Luncheon: made payable to RTO/ERO, District 17, Unit 
4. Mail to Robyn Bach, 112 Patterson Street, Collingwood, ON, 
L9Y 3N3 by due date. 
Harbour Boat Tour: made payable to Collingwood Charters. Mail to 
Carolyn Campbell-Sheen, 200 Robinson Street, Collingwood, ON, L9Y 
3M3 by due date.
All Other Events: made payable to RTO/ERO District 17, Unit 4. Mail 
cheques to Anne Marie Inglis, 35 Robinson St., Collingwood, ON, L9Y 
3L8 by due date.
More info: Dawn Jackson 705-444-1554, spenex@sympatico.ca!
Check updates on website: district17.rto-ero.org   

Deadline for next issue: 
on or about  March 1st, 2016
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If undeliverable, please return to RTO/ERO District 17, c/o 709-65 Ellen Street, Barrie, ON L4N 3A5 

In Memoriam
They planted the seeds of knowledge 
in the fertile minds of their students 

and laid the foundations for  
our nation’s growth.

To their family and friends, we extend 
our deepest sympathy.

God speed you!

Richard Black
Irene M. Boddy
K. Valerie Connor
Kathleen D. Davis
Marie Aube Demers
Dorothy J. Edwards
Roy Fawcett
Frances Gallaway
Carrol J. Good
Kenneth William Gradwell
Barbara L.  Gundry
Audrey Hamilton

Joan Hanna
James Alex Holmes
Rosemary  Houston
C.D. Lois Howes
Boushra Kirolos
J. Hugh Niblock
David James Nicklin
Martin J. Sugden
Alan Wardle
W. Maclaren Wilson
Barbara M. Wilson


