
Meeting Virtually 2021

The Social part of the meeting launched at 9:30.  Just a few joined 
right away but the number increased considerably.  We even had an at-
tendee from Victoria B.C., regardless of the time difference.  There were 
approximately 70 attending.

Rich Prophet, Chair of the RTOERO Board of Directors as guest 
speaker, spoke about the RTOERO Strategic plan having 3 directives: 
become the trusted voice for seniors; improve the lives of seniors; and 
broaden the membership base.  He pointed out the photos of District 17 
members Carole Allen and Paul Healy that are on the cover of the Stra-
tegic Plan booklet. Rich also noted how well District 17 is represented 
on RTOERO committees.  He recognized the District 17  fantastic volun-
teers: Paul, Janice, Glenn, Carole, Daisie, Marg, and Gail.
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New Members!

Unit 1 SIMCOE CENTRE
  (Barrie & area)

Benita Elich
Gwen Fry
Beverley Gorecki
Ronan Grogan
Maxine Leon
Margaret Parliament
Lois Wercholoz

Unit 2 SIMCOE NORTH
  Orillia, Midland, 
  Penatanguishene & area)

Gwendolyn Maltby
Alva Masters
Valerie Miller
Linda Murray

Unit 3 SIMCOE SOUTH
  (Alliston & area, 
  Bradford & area)

      Unit 4 SIMCOE WEST
  (Collingwood, Wasaga Beach
  & Clearview Township)

Patricia Bender
Myrna Whitley

New to District from Other Districts

       Unit 1

Carmela Alcombrack
Peter Borelli
Kimberly Fisch
Donna Howey
Nancy Vincent

District 17 Executive
2021 to 2022

Message from 
the President

Continued on page 4

President
Glenn Conduit, Unit 1
905-895-3645
president17@districtsrtoero.com

Past President
Paul Healy, Unit 3
705-435-4951
pfhealy@yahoo.com

1st Vice President
Daisie Gregory, Unit 4
705-428-2785
gregsta@rogers.com

2nd Vice President
Peter McKenna, Unit 1
petermckenna@rogers.com

Secretary
Gail King, Unit 3
705-435-5873
1retiredteach@gmail.com

Treasurer
Henry Gabriels, Unit 3
705-458-4529
5868 9th Line
Egbert, On L0L 1N0
treasurer17@districts.rtoero.ca

Archivist
Lu LaFrance, Unit 1
705-835-6063
lu.lafrance34@gmail.com

Benefits
Roger Heath, Unit 1
705-737-9620
rsheath@mcw.net

Goodwill
Marg Holroyd, Unit 4
705-445-6227
mhol@rogers.com

Grants & Scholarships
Carole Allen, Unit 1 
705-796-5176
carole.district17grants@gmail.com

Membership
Daisie Gregory, Unit 4
1st Vice President

Newsletter Editor
Margaretta Naray, Unit 3
705-434-0569
margarettabbd17@yahoo.com

Political Advocacy
Jo-Ann White-McKenna, Unit 1
joannrto17@gmail.com

Recruitment/RPW
Sharon Kitsemetry, Unit 1
705-722-7126
sjkits@yahoo.ca
& Glenn Conduit (President)

RTOERO Foundation
Janet Politi Berni, Unit 4
705-445-7712
jpolitiberni@bell.net

Travel
Paul Healy, Unit 3
705-435-4951
district17travel@gmail.com

Webmaster
Cathy Sirdevan, Unit 2
705-326-3668
cathy.sirdevan@gmail.com

Member at Large
Deborah Gray, Unit 4
705-794-7888
woodlandcharms@yahoo.ca

National Governance Committee
Gail King (Secretary)

National Marketing & 
Communications Committee
Paul Healy (Past President)

Unit 1
George Allen
705-322-2076
george.allen@sympatico.ca

Unit 2
Joan Banbury
jon.ban@xplornet.ca

Unit 3
Gail King (Secretary)

Unit 4
Rob Potter
705-445-1514
District17unit4president@gmail.
com

Following a year of online meetings and social 
isolation, we are transitioning from a world of “I wish 
I could”, to one of “I will”. As vaccination rates con-
tinue to rise, at the time of writing we are almost at 
80% for single doses have surpassed ‘50%’ second 
doses across the province, we can finally see light 
at the end of the tunnel. That light includes face to 
face time with our loved ones, visits to parks and 
campgrounds and dare I say hairdressers and bar-
bershops along with those activities that were cen-
tral to our vision of what our retirement lives would 
look like?

 Throughout these difficult times, your RTO/ERO 
has continued to be active and committed to support-
ing our members, locally and Canada-wide. Yes, you 
heard that correctly! We are no longer a ‘Provincial’ 
organization, but now have districts in British Colum-
bia, the Prairies, Quebec and Atlantic Canada. Most 
importantly our health plans remain strong, effective 
and responsive. Our Foundation continues to sup-
port ongoing research in geriatric health and RTO/
ERO continues as a respected voice for retirees and 
seniors. 

Locally I would like to recognize the contributions 
and efforts of your District Executive and Committee 
Chairs. In particular, current Immediate Past Presi-
dent Paul Healy who just completed two consecutive 
terms as District President. Paul has shepherded 
our District through these trying times with dedica-
tion, perseverance and a positive outlook. Thank 
you Paul for ensuring that the needs of our members 
were well served! Thank you also to the Unit Execu-
tives who have strived to ensure that their members 
continue to be informed and involved. Welcome and 

Glenn Conduit
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Since there were no in-person meetings this 
year, members had to self-nominate for District Ex-
ecutive positions and we were lucky to have all of 
them acclaimed:

President –Glenn Conduit 
Past President- Paul Healy
1st Vice – Daisie Gregory
2nd Vice – Peter McKenna (new)
Treasurer – Henry Gabriels
Secretary – Gail King

The Unit and Committee Reports have been 
posted on the District 17 Website for all to read. 
Check district17.rto-ero.org

Submitted by Gail King

Unit 1Report

Leadership Team  
George Allen, Lynn McLean, 
Lu LaFrance, June Ballard 
 
President 
& bonspiel organizer 
George Allen 705-322-2076    
george.allen@sympatico.ca 
177 Ritchie Cres., Elmvale, 
ON L0L 1P0 
 
Organizer of Fall Luncheon  
Lynn McLean
(705) 722-6783  
mcleanassociates@sympa-
tico.ca 
84 Columbia Road, Barrie, 
ON L4N 8C5 
 
Organizer of Spring Luncheon 
Ferndale Banquet Hall 
June Ballard
(705) 734-3716      
6 Vine Crescent, Barrie, ON, 
L4N 2B3 

Secretary 
Marianne Bond
(705) 718-0213      
bondmarianne@hotmail.com 
 
Past President 
& unit/district photographer 
Neil Urquhart
(705) 726-1516     
patandneil@sympatico.ca 
66 Lillian Crescent, Barrie, 
ON L4N 5H7 
 
Phone Contacts, member-
ship & provincial ‘blasts’ 
Kathy French
705-721-8007     
kkfrench@rogers.com 
303 Cox Mill Rd., Barrie, ON 
L4N 8V3 
 
Director at Large & Lunch-
eon brochures
Peggy Gemmell 
(705) 719-1438    
peggygemmell@sympatico.ca 
709 - 65 Ellen St., Barrie,  ON 
L4N 3A5 
 

Goodwill 
Connie Gillespie
705-728-4470          
hcgillespie@bell.net 
1109  Sunnidale Road
Springwater, ON  L9X 0R9 
 
Insurance 
Roger Heath
(705) 737-9620     
rsheath@mcw.net 
32 Sunnidale Road, Barrie, 
ON, L0N 1G7 
 
Archivist, director 
Lu LaFrance
(705) 835-6063 
4640 Line 5 N, Hillsdale, ON 
L0L 1V0 
 
Director 
Betty MacMillan
(705) 737-9838    
bettymacmillan@rogers.com 
206   39 Ferndale Drive S 
Barrie, ON  L4N 5T5 
 
Treasurer 
Ausma Ozolins
(705) 722-8362    
36 Jodies Lane, Midhurst, ON 
L9X 0M4 
 
Director 
Kathy Dunn
(705) 728-0839         
kdunn68@rogers.com 
33 Ellen Street, Barrie, ON  
L4N 6E9 
 
Director & games organizer, 
Barrie 
Sue Jarson
(705) 719-6823     
sandgjarson@rogers.com 
32 Basswood Circle, RR 2 
Shanty Bay, ON  L0L 1P0 

Unit 1 Executive 2021 to 2022

President
continued from page 2

Annual Meeting
continued from page 1

Lorne’s Story
I enjoyed my colleague and friend Val’s story of 

teaching in the north in the last edition of the Bul-
letin Board.  However, being much younger (by at 
least a year or two), my parallel is set in southern 
Ontario.  In 1958, a “rural week” was a compulsory 
part of teacher training  and my assignment was in 
Scott Township, just north of Uxbridge in the village 
of Leaskdale.  As I look back, it was beautiful...lots of 
children, few resources and with an atmosphere of 
wholesomeness and respect for one another.

How well I remember an evening visit to a neigh-
bouring farm.  The object (never stated, of course) 
was to show the city boy how profit is made on the 
farm.  This is an anecdote of how the result can be 
greater than the sum of its parts (plus a little mis-
chief, I’m sure) apparently a high quality.  But small-
er stallion needed to be bred to a much larger mare.  
Would you believe, they built a ramp to make the 
deed possible.  My eyes were as big as saucers, but 
with a little coaxing the male was guided up the ramp 
and soon got the idea of what was expected.  Enor-
mous heat, noise and passion ensued.  As an 18 
year old Toronto lad, the scene was goggling.  The 
two farmers, with hands over their faces to be polite, 
got quite a kick out of watching the city kid get his 
education expanded.  

Should you ever get to Leaskdale, Ontario, visit 
the Tommy Church Memorial. He was a former may-
or of Toronto but the site is worthy of Royalty...one of 
southern Ontario’s tourist gems.

Submitted by Lorne McEvoy, Retired Principal

thank-you to all of the members who have stepped 
up to take on a position on the executive, as a com-
mittee chair or on a Unit executive to serve and sup-
port Simcoe District 17. It is your involvement that 
enables our District to effectively meet the needs of 
our members. Don’t forget, we are always looking 
for ‘a few good folks’ so if you have an interest in 
volunteering in any current area or have something 
new in mind, please contact me at president17@
districts.rtoero.ca

At the corporate level, this year’s RTO/ERO An-
nual General Meeting and Forum were once again 
held virtually using the Zoom platform. The virtual 
format did not limit discussion; in fact the AGM had 
to be extended to a second session in order to ac-
commodate the various discussions which then led 
to the rescheduling of the Forum. The Fall Session 
is to continue as a virtual meeting as will the Presi-
dents’ Meetings although it is hoped that the Spring 
AGM and Forum will be able to proceed as face to 
face sessions.

There has however been a change in guidance 
for District Functions. Up to this point, Districts had 
been instructed that all meetings should be held in 
a virtual-only format. The new directive is that Dis-
tricts follow the advice of their local Boards of Health 
and as well as following Provincial Guidelines.  This 
opens the door to the possibility of actually holding a 
live Fall District Meeting, although at this time we are 
still looking at a virtual event. All of this will depend 
on where we are come the fall. We will get there, but 
at the same time, the safety of our members remains 
of paramount importance.

At the June President’s Meeting, we were in-
formed that currently our members are averaging 32 
years on pension following retirement! This means 
that for some members, that they have now been on 
pension for a longer period than they worked in the 
education sector. Currently, OTPP is supporting our 
pensions with a plan holding in excess of 221 billion 
dollars, with 1.2 active members for each pensioned 
member. The ratio of active members to pensioned 
members, which operates on a 50 year cycle, is at 
an all time low and is expected to slowly begin to 
increase. 

The use of virtual platforms is expected to con-
tinue even as we move back to the opportunity for 
live, face to face sessions. To support Districts, RTO/

ERO has hired an e-learning specialist who will be 
available to work with District Presidents.  

RTO/ERO head office also confirmed that they 
will not accept any advertisements from private for 
profit long term care providers. 

Many of you will recall having participated in a 
recent RTO/ERO membership survey, the results of 
which, along with a response from the executive, will 
be sent out in September. Interestingly, one of the 
top requests was for an RTO/ERO sponsored cell 
phone plan! 

We were also asked to remind members to 
please update any contact information changes to 
RTO/ERO head office, including postal address, tel-
ephone and email addresses.

In closing I wish all of you a safe, healthy, ac-
tive summer and look forward to when we can once 
again meet face to face at District and Unit events.

Submitted by Glenn Conduit
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S. S #6 (KILLYLEACH)
A frame structure replaced the old 

log structure of 1887 on Lot 5 on the 
north-west corner of the intersection of 
Concession 6 and Sideroad 5.  In 1910 
the one-room building was bricked.  The 
school closed in the 1960’s and the pupils 
were transferred to Innisfil Central Public 
School  The Building now serves as a pri-
vate home.

S. S. #12 (Holly)
The original school opened in 1860.  

It was located on Lot 6 on the south-east 
corner of the intersection of Highway 27 
and Concession 13.  It was closed in 1964 
and the pupils ere transferred to Synnybrae 
Public School in Stroud.  For some time 
this one-room brick building then served as 
a community centre.  A second story was 
added later and the building was cevovered 
with vinyl siding.  In 1997 it became a pri-
vate school known as the Huronia Waldorf 
School.

S. S. #14 (Big Bay Point)
On Lot 24 on the north side of 

Concession 13 (Big Bay Point Road) 
a one-room brick school was built be-
tween Sideroad 20 and Siederoad 25.  
The original school opened in 1860.  A 
second room was added in 1955.  The 
school closed in the 1960’s and the pu-
pils were transferred to Goodfellow Pub-
lic School.  At present, the building seves 
as a private resedence.

Continued on page 10

Innisfil One-Room
Schoolhouses

Our esteemed archivist, Lu Lafrance, submitted 
some photos of one and two room schoolhouses 
in Simcoe County.  This particular set hightlights 
schoolhouses in Innisfil. Some of these schoolhous-
es also served as Community Centres.

Don Kenwell collected these in a self bound pub-
lication titled Rural Roots.  Don was a schoolteacher 
and then Superintendent of Education for Huron 
County. 

Innisfil is the poetic name for Ireland, 
given to the Township about 1820 because 
of its many Irish Settlers.

S.S. #15 (KNOCK)
The frame building of 1874 was replaced in 1902 

by a one-room brick school.  It was located on Lot 10 
on the north-west corner of the intersection of Con-
cession 9 and Sideroad 10.  The school closed in 
1965 and the pupils were transferred to Sunnybrae 
Public School in Stroud.  The building is presently 
used as a community centre.

S.S. #16 (MINET’S POINT)
This one-room brick school was built in the 

1860’s on Lot 12 on what is now known as Parkside 
Blvd.  The property was annexed by the City of Bar-
rie.  The school closed in the 1960’s and the pu-
pils were transferred to King Edward Public School 
in Barrie.  The building was demolished to create a 
playgrownd known as Minet’s Park and a washroom 
was erected on the school site.

S.S. #17 (St. Paul’s)
The first school opened in 1876. 

The building was bricked in 1900.  
It is located on Lot15 on the south-
west corner of the intersection of 
Highway 11 and Concession 12.  
The school closed in the 1960’s 
and the pupils wer transferred to 
Sunnybrae Public School in Stroud.  
The building now serves as a stor-
age depot for the Simcoe County 
District School board.
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School Belles’ Yamaha           
Keyboard Donated to Twin 
Lakes SS Music Department

For the last seventeen years the School Belles, 
a group of retired women teachers in the Orillia area 
have been entertaining each Monday at different 
senior’s residences and nursing homes with sing-
ing, dancing, performing skits and reciting poetry.  
Programs, which changed about every six weeks, 
were planned around seasonal themes and special 
holidays.  A variety of costumes and props reflected 
the selected topics (such as Spring, Canada Day, 
Hallowe’en, Spiritual numbers and Country & West-
ern tunes).  Each program lasted about forty min-
utes.

The group was started by Frances Page and 
over the years ten to fifteen women committed each 
Monday to performing or practicing.  One of the 
group commented that it was the best way to begin 
the week.  The School Belles enjoyed bringing hap-
piness into the lives of others.

In March, 2003, the School Belles received 
a grant from The Retired Teachers of Ontario to 
purchase a Yahama keyboard and some costume 
scarves.  The keyboard was presented to the Belles 
by Joyce Stanga, President of RTOERO District 17.  
It was much appreciated and used in locations where 
there was no piano to accompany the entertainers.

The School Belles are now officially retired and 
they desired to donate the keyboard where it would 
be used and appreciated.  Christina Bosco, a music 
teacher at Twin Lakes Secondary School in Orillia 
was contacted and was thrilled to receive the key-
board.  She plans to use it with her classes and allow 
students to borrow it.

The School Belles wish to extend their apprecia-
tion to RTOERO District 17 – Simcoe County for the 
keyboard.  It has been useful in contributing to the 
enjoyment of many seniors for a significant number 
of years.

Submitted by Helen Doyle

Keyboard donation 
to Twin Lakes S. S.

School Belles

Christina Bosco with piano and student

Unit 2Report

Unit 2 
Coordinating Commitee 2021-2022

Joan Banbury  705-487-2108
Helen Doyle  705-325-3876
Renie Drybrough 705-325-9499
Andrea Millward 705-534-4582
Lorrie Smelko  705-322-3037
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S. S. #13
The original Painswick school 

opened in 1843.  The one-room brick 
building was located on Lot 13 on the 
north-east corner of the intersection of 
Highway 11 and Concession 13 (Big 
Bay Poit Road). The building was de-
molished in 1981 to make space for the 
annex to Warnica Public School which 
was erected on site.
Submitted by Lu LaFrance, esteemed archivist, 

District 17

Schoolhouses
Continued from page 7

Unit 3Report
Unit 3 Executive
2021-2022Unit 3

 While Covid 19 has taken over our lives, life 
has gone on.  The District 17 Annual Meeting was 
held virtually on May 27, 2021. There are three 
new faces on the District Executive!  Several Unit 
3 members attended the meeting and while not the 
same as an in-person meeting , it was good to see 
some familiar faces.  Birthdays have been celebrat-
ed quietly, with one member celebrating 104 years!  
Goodwill continues to send cards to members.

With everyone making a concerted effort to re-
ceive both vaccinations, there is hope that we will 
once again be able to hold our luncheons, if not in 
the fall, next spring.  What a celebration that will be!  

With summer here gardeners will be busy, 
weeding, pickling and totally enjoying the fruits of 
their hard work.  If anyone would like to share their 
tips on flower or vegetable gardening, an article in 
the spring Bulletin Board would be appreciated by 
many.  

As always, Unit 3 is looking for new members 
to join the executive.  If you are interested, be a 
member-at-large or shadow one of the committee 
members.  Contact any of the executive members 
listed.

Respectfully submitted by: Gail King

President 
Gail King 
705 435-5873 
1retiredteach@gmail.com 

Treasurer
 Henry Gabriels 
705 458-4529 
hgabriels@yahoo.com 

Committee Members: 

Goodwill 
Nancy Horsburgh 
705 435-5115
Nancy Horsburgh@bell.net 

Membership/Telephone
Mary Lynch
705 435-5230
lync@zing-net.ca

Members at Large:

Andy Prokopich
705 435-9237
An.prok@hotmail.com 

Anne Pendergast 
705 435-7249 
apendergast@rogers.com

Cathy Eichhorn 
905 775-8348 
catheich@hotmail.com

Margaretta Naray (Bulletin Board editor)
705 434-0569
margarettabb17@yahoo.com

Paul Healy (District 17 Travel Rep)
705 435-4951 
pfhealy@yahoo.com

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
or 

CONTACT INFORMATION

Contact RTOERO by email:
membership@rtoero.ca

or phone 
1 800 361-9888

•	 provide	or	update	email	address
•	 update	mailing	address	or	phone	number
•	 update	or	 change	district	preference	 if	

moving	to	another	region	of	Canada
•	 change	language	preference	for	any	com-

munication	materials

Fifty one districts were represented with the 
Zoom meeting.  

President Rich Prophet opened the meeting and 
highlighted achievements during the pandemic.  He 
praised all members for the great work that contin-
ues.  Secondly, he emphasized the need to continue 
to provide praise and recognition to all members to 
encourage them through these difficult times.  Final-
ly, he announced our support for the rights of older 
adults and our partnership with the International 
Longevity Centre.

CEO Jim Grieve indicated that Zoom use will 
continue in part post-pandemic.  

Martha Foster and Martin Gates were acclaimed 
to the Board.  

Election was held for the new Governance and 
Nomination Committee.  This is the only elected 
committee.  There were six candidates.  Gail King 
from our own District 17 was elected to a two year 
term.  Congratulations to Gail.

Housekeeping resolutions 1-17 were all passed.

RTOERO AGM 2021
& Forum 
Observers’ Report

Resolution 18 was passed allowing our repre-
sentatives (2) to be replaced as needed by an ob-
server (alternate).

Resolution 19 changing observers to alternates 
was passed.

Resolution 20 regarding community grants 
amount was postponed to the fall.

Resolution 21 regarding project grants programs 
and geography was defeated.

Resolution 22 regarding eligibility for students in 
education for RTOERO scholarships was passed.

Resolutions 23 and 24 were withdrawn.
Resolution 25 regarding scholarship support 

was amended to add senior health care in addition to 
post-secondary students enrolled in a program lead-
ing to a career in teaching or education was passed.

Resolutions 26 and 27 were withdrawn.
Resolution 28 to create an ad-hoc committee to 

study the concept of equitable representation of Dis-
tricts at Meetings was passed.  This is to determine 
how all districts have equitable representation at An-
nual, Special and Forum meetings.

Resolution 29 regarding OTF discussing the 
issue of OTTP investments in for-profit Long Term 
Care facilities was passed.

Resolution 30 regarding OTF discussing the is-
sue of OTTP investments in China was defeated.   

 Submitted by Rob Potter with Margaretta Naray (alternates)
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Goodwill Report 
District 17 

Our experiences as we passed through Covid 
created some unusual needs and responses.  On 
behalf of our members in Simcoe, I thank all of the 
folks involved with the Goodwill program.  Goodwill 
has continued to operate somewhat normally with 
cards of celebration for birthdays, extra special oc-
casions and incredible milestones sent out to mem-
bers.  The representatives for Goodwill in the four 
areas have also sent condolences and made dona-
tions in recognition of the loss of members.  

Our appreciation goes out to all those members 
who thoughtfully keep the Goodwill team up-to-date 
on needs and news. Responding to these needs 
and the usual responsibilities for Simcoe County are 
Andrea Millward, Joan Banbury, Nancy Horsburgh, 
Connie Gillespie, and Leslie McKay.  Our apprecia-
tion also goes out to those who assist these Good-
will leaders in a variety of ways!

Leslie is the new Unit 4 Goodwill representative 
replacing myself and Carol Day Rice.  Carol turned 
over the helm after 25 years of involvement. There 
are no words large enough to express our apprecia-
tion to Carol for her many years of commitment to 
Goodwill. 

Our Goodwill team greatly appreciates the as-
sistance provided to us by Daisie Gregory, Member-
ship, as she provides us with the monthly reports on 
birthdays and changes in membership. 

 A huge thank you to all of these volunteers who 
keep the kindness flowing in District 17, definitely 
needed this past year.  We look toward next year, 
with hope for a return to some normalcy and reun-
ions with friends and fellow RTOERO members.  

If you hear news about a member that should 
be shared with your Unit Goodwill representative 
please contact them.

Submitted by Marg Holroyd

School Supplies
We are currently negotiating with the Kiwanis 

Club to look at collecting school supplies in August in 
advance of students returning to school in Septem-
ber.  In the past, Kiwanis has collected supplies and 
delivered them to needy children in local schools.

We are hoping to meet in the not too distance 
future to plan events for the year once restrictions 
are lifted.  Until then, we hope all members that can 
are being vaccinated.

Submitted by Rob Potter

Unit 4 donated to the Collingwood, Wasaga 
Beach and Clearview food banks in time for the 
holidays.  The donations were gratefully received.

Submitted by Rob Potter

Food Bank 
Donations

 Salvation Army Captain Rob Hardy at the Collingwood 
Food Bank.

Unit 4 Executive 
May 2021 - May 2022 Unit 4Report

President                 
Rob Potter                
rpotter18@sympatico.ca         
705-445-1514  

Past President        
Marg Holroyd          
mhol@rogers.com                     
705-445-6227

Vice-President        
Kelly Weir                 
bkckweir@gmail.com                
705-445-0209

2nd Vice-President   Vacant 
Treasurer                 
Anne Marie Inglis    
annemarieinglis@gmail.com    
705-444-6428

Secretary                 
Robyn Bach               
robin.bach@sympatico.ca         
705-445-9760

Goodwill                  
Leslie McKay             
cmckay11@rogers.com              
705-293-2775

Health & Insurance  
Daisie Gregory       
gregsta@rogers.com                   
705-428-2785
                                  

 (Unit 4 RPW rep and District Membership)

Membership & Communications
Shirley Lockwood     
bob_shirley@rogers.com           
705-428-3928

Social & Recreation  
Bev Brady                
beverly_brady@hotmail.com    
705-428-5672

Social Director         
Sharon Stewart        
stewarts6619@gmail.com         
705-445-6619

Director (Social)      
Ruth Hall                   
hallf@sympatico.ca                      
705-445-6515
                                   
(Birthdays)
Director                     
Jan Plyley                  
janiceplyley@gmail.com             
705-445-7467

Director                     
Carol Day Rice           
cwrice@rogers.com                     
705-428-3334 
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Roger Heath

RTOERO Benefits Report 
Fall 2021

In olden days (i.e. any time before 2020!!), if you 
were asked, “Have you had your second?”

You would have responded, “Second what?”

Now, we automatically know it refers to a second 
Covid-19 vaccination… or shot… or jab!

Hopefully, by the time you read this, the over-
whelming majority of us will be able to respond to 
that question in the affirmative.  However, at the time 
of writing, although numbers are encouraging, we 
are still a good way from herd immunity.

As more and more of us get fully vacc’d (much 
preferred over “vaxed”!), restrictions are being 
eased, resulting in a greater degree of freedom. 
However, this flexibility comes with caveats such as 
“Conduct a self-assessment of your situation” or “”If 
you are comfortable….”  

Things are clearly not back to normal, but we’re 
getting closer!  By the time you read this, I trust our 
numbers will have improved still further and life is 
one step closer to what it was.  Not that it will be 
“same-old, same-old,” I suspect an air of caution will 
be with us for some time yet.

As restrictions are lifted, our urges to travel re-
turn. When you feel the time is right for you to travel 
outside of Canada, make sure you re-familiarise 
yourself with the RTOERO travel plan.  It’s an excel-
lent plan and, because we have ownership, it pro-
vides many advantages over other plans, including 
the opportunity to suggest plan enhancements.  That 
said, it still remains an insurance plan and, as with 
all insurances, it is incumbent on the policy holder 
(that’s you!) to be fully aware of what’s covered, 
what’s not covered and how to claim.  Full details 
are to be found in the current RTOERO Insurance 
Plans Booklet (2020).  New booklets are issued 
every three years.  During the life of the booklet, 

updates are provided each November in Communi-
qué.  The latest issue of Communiqué shows 2021 
on the front cover. When necessary, additional plan 
updates may be provided by e-mail.

It is important to remember that travel insurance 
is designed to cover sudden and unforeseeable 
circumstances; it’s not “OHIP-away-from-home”. A 
summary of the RTOERO travel plan can be found 
on pages 48-49 of the Insurance Plans Booklet with 
expanded details on following pages.  As you know, 
you must be medically stable for 90 days to be cov-
ered by our travel insurance. If, after consulting the 
booklet, you are unsure as to whether you conform 
to this stability clause, give Global Excel a call. They 
will be able to provide advice based on the infor-
mation you provide.  Global Excel should also be 
contacted prior to seeking medical assistance when 
travelling. If you are unable to make the call, have 
someone else phone on your behalf.  It’s a good 
idea to pack your Insurance Plans Booklet in your 
luggage and it’s an absolute “must” that you carry 
your RTOERO Benefits Card. The reverse of the 
card carries your policy number together with details 
as to how to contact Global Excel.

In times of uncertainty, it’s essential you are up 
to date regarding government restrictions.  Check 
government websites for travel advisories and any 
requirements for re-entry into Canada. A pre-trip call 
to Global Excel may provide additional, useful infor-
mation. 

Submitting Claims:  Recently, you should have 
received an e-mail regarding an improved claim sub-
mission process.  The My Insurance claims portal 
was announced some time ago but the actual re-
lease was delayed… until now!  There is no change 
to the process whereby your service provider (phar-
macist, dentist, etc.) electronically submits claims on 

your behalf.  The new portal is for any claims you 
need to personally submit.  The portal provides:

• A faster reimbursement process
• Immediate details of reimbursement (for 

many claims)
• Informational text to guide you through the 

submissio process. 

To access the new claims portal you’ll need to 
register for My Insurance.  If necessary, visit John-
son.ca/benefits to sign up.  Once registered, log in 
at Insurance.johnson.ca and select “Group Benefits 
– Submit a Claim” on the My Insurance dashboard.  
A link to an informational video was included in the 
e-mail notifying you that My Insurance was opera-
tional.

If you did not receive the e-mail, or require ad-
ditional assistance navigating the portal, send an e-
mail to digitalsupport@johnson.ca or phone 1-833-
749-1324.

For general questions such as claim eligibility, 
plan maximums, etc., send an e-mail to PBClaim-
sOntario@johnson.ca or phone 1-877-406-9007.  
When e-mailing Johnsons, include your name, date 
of birth and certificate ID.

If you have questions of a general nature, drop 
me an e-mail at rsheath@mcw.net (put RTO in the 
subject line) or leave me a message at (705)737-
9620.

Submitted by Roger Heath 

Planning on Retiring 

in the next year or two?

Check for 

Retirement Planning 
Workshops 

at 

RTOERO.ca 
to register online 

or call

1 800 361-9888
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RTOERO Foundation 
Report Fall 2021

By the time you are reading this report, we will 
have spent almost a year and a half of our lives un-
der the various restrictions of the pandemic. As we 
see the light at the end of this long tunnel, we all look 
forward to once again being able to meet in person 
and to spend time with those we love. 

Social isolation has never been more relevant 
to us all, but it has been a concern of the utmost 
importance to the most senior members of our soci-
ety. Everyone in District 17 is to be commended on 
the amazing job that has been done in maintaining 
contact with seniors in all of the various communi-
ties in our rather large district. Thanks to your efforts, 
our members have always been aware that they are 
connected to a caring group of friends.  The RTO-
ERO Foundation is already in the planning stages 
for this year’s Social Isolation Awareness month in 
October. Details will be available before the end of 
the summer.

The RTOERO Foundation’s website is currently 
in transition. In the meantime, please keep up-to-
date through the Liaison newsletter and the Founda-
tion article in each issue of Renaissance magazine. 
Archived information is still available at www.rto-
erofoundation.ca.

Due to the pandemic, the grant cycle for 
2020/2021 was paused, but will be up and running 
again in the near future. Information will be available 
this Fall, with grants returning early in 2022.

Support the Foundation by Becoming a 
Donor

A sincere thank-you goes out to those members 
who have made a donation to the Foundation or 
have become a regular donor. Your support means a 
lot and it allows the Foundation to continue its valu-
able work in helping to improve the lives of seniors 
and end social isolation.  I hope you will consider 

making a donation to the Foundation if you are able.

Contact Deanna Byrtus by email at: dby-
rtus@rtoero.ca or by phone at 1-800-361-9888, 
Ext. 271 to make your one-time or monthly gift. Mail 
cheques (payable to RTOERO Foundation) to: 300-
18 Spadina Road, Toronto ON M5R 2S7. 

Leave a Legacy of Life
Including a gift to the RTOERO Foundation in 

your will is one way to create a meaningful legacy. 
To learn more, contact Mike Prentice, RTOERO 
Foundation Executive Director at: 1-800-361-9888, 
Ext. 285.

If you have any questions, please con-
tact me using the information listed in the 
front of the Bulletin Board. Until we can 
meet again in person, stay safe, healthy, 
and, most of all, connected.

Content from the RTOERO Foundation 

Submitted by Janet Politi Berni
District 17 RTOERO   

Foundation Champion

Janet Politi Berni

RTOERO July 2021
 
7 ways to make the most of your RTOERO insurance plan

1) Set up direct deposit
You can choose to have claim payments deposited into your bank account. To set up direct deposit, submit 

a VOID cheque to our insurance service administrator. Contact the service administrator at 1-877-406-9007 
or pbclaimsontario@johnson.ca for more information.

2) Set up your account for online claims
Online submission is easy and convenient. Your first step is to set up your online claims account. Choose 

‘Register’ in the ‘New to this’ section at insurance.johnson.ca/. Once registered, bookmark the online claims 
login page or find it anytime on the ‘Claims’ page in the ‘Insurance’ section of the RTOERO website.

3) Submit claims right away and file your receipts
Develop a habit of submitting claims right away so you don’t forget. Claims must be submitted no later than 

the end of the calendar year following the year in which the expenses were incurred. Set up a place to store 
your receipts after you’ve submitted the claims. Photocopies of receipts are acceptable. Like other financial 
documents, it’s best to keep receipts for seven years.

4) Explore your retirement health coverage
Health insurance can help you stay healthy. It provides peace of mind that your health needs will be taken 

care of and gives you access to services to help you maintain and optimize your health and well-being. Famil-
iarize yourself with what’s covered so you can decide how to use your insurance to best support your health 
needs. Summaries of the extended health care plan, dental plan and hospital and convalescent care plan, are 
available on the RTOERO website at rtoero.ca/insurance/.

5) Call the claims team before major aids and appliances purchases
Your plan covers a large variety of aids and appliances, including wigs, hearing aids, CPAP units, orthotics 

and more. We suggest contacting the claims team before your purchase to review the eligibility and maximums 
and help you get the best value. Reach the claims team at 416-920-7248 or 1-877-406-9007 or pbclaimson-
tario@johnson.ca.

6) Carry your RTOERO benefits card with you
You’ll need your benefits card at pharmacies and especially when travelling. It’s a good idea to keep it in 

your wallet at all times, so you have our contact information close at hand.

7) Make sure you have proof of travel dates
You don’t need to let us know when you’re travelling, but you do need to make sure you have proof of your 

departure and return dates. That could be plane tickets and boarding passes, passport stamp, transaction 
receipts like gas, hotel or purchase that show travel leaving and returning to your province of residence. 

Learn more
Read the full article on the RTOERO website at rtoero.ca/how-to-get-the-most-out-of-your-retirement-

health-insurance-plan/.
Submitted by Sylvia Link, PROERO office
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As you know, our District travel has been cur-
tailed this year. However, we do hope this will come 
to an end soon.  The trip we had organized, which 
included the attendance at the Passion Play in Ober-
ammergau in 2020 was postponed until June 2022.  
The itinerary for us has been revised and we are set 
to go from June 18-29, 2022. I reserved 30 seats for 
the performance of the Passion Play in 2022 but a 
few more people decided to join us. We now have 40 
seats reserved and I have a short “wait list” should 
someone not be able to attend next June. If you wish 
your name on this list, please let me know. 

 As we all become vaccinated and travel opens 
up, I will organize other trips.  I had one almost final-
ized to go to Ottawa, Montreal and Quebec City for 
September 2020 when everything closed down. I still 
hope we can schedule this. I also plan to organize a 
tour to Italy, including Rome, Tuscany, Florence and 
the Amalfi Coast.  One of our district members men-
tioned the possibility of a trip to Washington, so that 
intrigues me. Please watch your email and future 
Bulletin Boards for updates. If you do not receive the 
eblasts from the RTOERO Head Office, please sub-
mit your up to date information to : membership@
rtoero.ca in order to receive this and other related 
RTOERO information by email.

Submitted by Paul Healy

District Travel Co-ordinator

As I write this, we are in stage 3 of reopening in 
Ontario.  Mel and I have been volunteering at our 
local vaccine clinics several times a month.  We, as 
most of our RTOERO members and other seniors 
have been fully vaccinated or soon will be.  Most of 
my family has had at least one dose and some have 
had two.  As I write this, 70% of Canadians have had 
at least one dose.

As a result, we have met a few times for small 
family get-togethers and BBQs.  It is such a pleas-
ure to see our children and grandchildren.  My book 
club is also meeting outdoors.  So much nicer than 
ZOOM. 

Although we are not yet ready to conduct RTO-
ERO business as usual, we hope that will soon 
change.  Look for emails as new events are sched-
uled.

Thank you to volunteers who have stepped up to 
positions on District 17 Executive.   A member has 
also agreed to shadow me as editor.  More next time.

Margaretta

Deadline for next issue: 
on or about March 1, 2022

TRAVEL REPORT

Mark your 

Calendar

EDITOR’S CORNER
Almost the Last Word

Nothing yet.  There may be 
events coming as restrictions 
ease.  Check your email regularly.
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If undeliverable, please return to RTOERO District 17, c/o 6138 14th LINE, ALLISTON, ON  L9R 1V4

In Memoriam
They planted the seeds 

of knowledge in the fertile
 minds of their students

and laid the foundations for
our nation’s growth

To their family and friends, we extend 
our deepest sympathy.

God speed you!

Robert Armstrong

Eden Beardsall

John Elich

Faye Frankcom

Edmund (Ted) Fry

Sylvia Head

Nancy Heslin

Marion Hummel

Wilda J. Johnston

Alexander MacPhail

Everett Maltby

Denis McNamara

John Miller

Elizabeth (Betty) Noganosh

Karen Rawlings

Mary Schulz

William Truelove


